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OT. THE ERRORS. 


OF THE ENGEISH 
ANABAPTISTS. 


Asalfo an Admonition to all fuch 
asareled bythe like ſpirit of error. 


Wherein i is fetdowne all their ſeuerall and maine 
Fu of error, which they hold, 


with a full anſwer to enery one of them ſeutrally, 
jo wherein the truth i nant. D 


'By Edmond leſſop. v 
_ .intheſader 


_ . 0 
I waited patiently vpn 4 be ES d, and be cnclined » _ 9 Me, and < , = ky Fo 
heard my crie. 23 
He brought me alſo ont of the horribl- pit, and mirie clay, and 
bub ſet-my feete hon the rocke, and ordereth my goings. " s 
And he bath put in my month a new ſoug of praiſe unto our God: 
* many ſnall ſee it, and feare, and iruſt m the Lord. + 
T herefore have I not bid ay rig breonſnes within my heart, but 
haze declared thy truth and thy [aluation ,- and hane not concealed 
frby meercie «mn BY: ers re rao the 27eas ogy gation. VEr.10. 
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Prin ted by w.lones for Robert Bird ,and are to-be Id at 
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; 
ncipall points which are handled 
in this Booke : -v:z, : 2 


> Their pri 


2 dition that they repent and belcenethbe G oſpell. 


That God did not cleft before all time, to grace and life, 
any perticular perſonr; but in time be aoth elett qualitics,as 
faith and ohediencez and they frding theſe qualities in men, 
be doth cleft their perſons for the qualities fake. | 

That all men haue free will in themſelues, as well 
to repens of their ſinnes,to beleene the Goppell and obtaine 


3 


vnbclicfe, and inthe eſtate of damnation, 
That the ſtedfaſtn:ſſe of mans iultification and ſaluation 
' doth depend vpon bus anne will,in continuing un the aft of be- 
leening axd works of righteouſneſſe ; aud that ſuch as hae 
faith in Chriſt Ieſus, regenerate perſons baning their names 


| | wnregenerate, and han their names raſed out of the booke 
'- of life againe, and periſh: and that God doth alter and change 
© his purpoſe and promiſe,and come to bate and -reiet {ach as he 


| : E- hath formerly loned and inſtified. 


T7 all maner of people in the world, as well heathens, Infidels, 
s 8 Iaolaters, worſhippers of Dinels, all kind of blaſphemers, for- 
I nicators,& vncleane perſons whatſoeuer, Wu of the farthfull) 
are free from all pollution of /inne, beth in rhe Conception and 
birth ; and dying before they commit attuall fines, are (aued, 


6 


of yeares onely,as hane attained totrus repentance and inſfti- 


the fight of God regenerate perſons: and that the baptiſme 
s children uſed, is x, þaptifine _ 3 wr 
Wn -. Beaſt ſpoken of in Rewelat 13, 
s T Thatthe Churchof England « a falſe and 
Church, and ought to be [eparated from. 


| As alſo a toxch of th- error: of the F anilifts, 
8 Andthat a Kmyg or AMaalsz 


Antichriſtian ry 


except be gine oner ads P79 of 1) Magiſtracie.. 


Owe. 


That God did predeſtinate all men to be ſaned, vpon con k 


{aluation, as they hane to remaine m barane(ſe of beart and 


writtenin the book of life may fall away from all,nnay become 


5: That there is nv Originall ſine, but that all children of 


T hat non: ought tobe baptized but ſuch men aud women 


but is the marke of the. 


cannot be atrue C briſtian, © i 


 fhing fauth, being both in the account of the Charch and in f 
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ADVERTISEMEN 
to the Chriſtian Reader. 


Hereas Felaned, there bath 
riſen and ſprung op from a- 
mong ſt vs, mary dangerous 
q| 424 erroniom opimons, in theſe 
onr laſt dayes, about the ſubictt 
/ 5-0} *f Religion, let it not therefore 
D) [come ſfrange unto you, being. 
NON | 2+ Spirit of God, did net onely 
= foreſee, but alſo foreteldof the 
ſame, long before they did ap= + 
peare, enery one being dinided mio ſundry and ſeucrall fatti- - 
ons, all pretending to worſhip the true and exerlining God in 
ſpirit and in truth, (peaking. peace vnts themlelnes, when as 
the moſt of them do yet lie wallowing in the puddle of iniquity, 
aud cradle of ſecuritie, being not purged tn heart + all which 
doe rile two ſundry wayes,being branches of one ſt:cke, derined 
from one privcipall head, ( namely ) the ſpirit of error + The 
fff ir, in that they contemme, or ſo little, or lightly eſteeme 
that meanes, which by Gods prouidence is affoorded wnto vs 
wnder our peaceable dread Soueraigne Lord the K ing, Se - 
condly, they being (clfe conceited, or as Saint Paul ſperthery _ 
aduancing themſelues in thoſe things they nen:r ſaw, raſhly - 
puft vp with carnal! mindes, ſuppoſing they know- ſome thing * 
more then others, vndernaluing all, and onecrualuins them- 
elnes ; the conceit whereof canſeth them to fallto Schiſme, 
and ſeperate from all others, when as indeed ant in truth they / 
being examined, by the word and Spirat of Gad, it will appeare 
: | i 2 


An Aduertiſement 


Le redly wiſe, that as yet moſt of them know nothing 4« 
rfes, - ” 6 on; bt t'7 krow, if ener they expett the ſalua.- 
riow of thee ſonles, For if they were but poſſefjea with the 
true knowledge an” lee of God in Chriſt, and ſowere of 4 
ſound mind, as Saint Paul exhorts all to be, it would rather 
canſe humiliation, then exaltation, which would truly teach 
every one how to demeane & carry himſe (fe, ab ont ſo weighty 
a ſubieft. The neglett bercof doth bring them into a labyrinth 
of errors, following after a forme of gealineſſe, through the 
wildowe and knowledpe of the brame onely, without the power 
thereof ,contenting themſeles in the out fide of religion, bleſ= 
ſong themſelnes in what they can doe, ana meaſcrring the loue 
of God to themſclucs by their owne doings, 4s of old, their 
predeceſſors, the Scribes and Phariſes did : following ſhadows 
inſteed of ſubſtances, dreaming of a kind of felutic in this 
forme and in that, (eching peace and reſt to their ſonles, 
where it is not ts be found ; which condition of therrs, 1 cannot 
but condole, deſiring with the Prophet, That my head were 
water, and mine cycs a fountaine orwell of teares, thar 
I might weepe day andnight for their miſery. 4nd #s 
ſpecial for them, who are neere and deere wnto me, in the 
bonds of nature, For poore ſonles, they coner their ſpirituall 
wiſery, with Adams fig iree leanes, or with the ſpiders web, 
firining for an outward ſeparation in the fleh, whenalas it is 
much to be feared, that with many of them there is litle or 
nocare at all, for a ſeparation of the ſoule from fin : . chalen- 
ging and aſſuming vnto themſelues ſoundnes of religion, and 
+08 of Goas lone, ever meaſuring themſelues by rhems- 
ſetnes, and not by that eternall wiſdome, which is Tuſtified of 
ber children, being blinded through ſelfe-lone, not willin 8 bo 

ids e them(c/nes, and ſo become low mn their owne eyes, that 
God might be all in all, but contrariwiſe indging and con- 
demmin g all, but themſclues, after this maner doe they follow 
the viſion of their owne bearts, decrining and bein 8 decrined 
running aud firing from one opimion unto another, being fn | 
my - their wajes, Which prattiſe of theirs way well be 
parea vwnto ceriaine fles, feeding on the backs of gald 


borſe, 


to the Chriſtian Reader, 
borſe, which is ener_ ſlitting or remoning from one place to 
axother, wntill at laft they come to ſucke ſo much venome 
therefrom, o—ony (hg burſt aſunder :  (o likewiſe doe all 
fach perſons, who haxe not. their hearts eſtabliſhed with true 
ſanmg grace, but with ſundry meates ( that is to ſay) with 
ſundry ſtrange and different opinions, { I call them ſtrange, 
becawuſe they were nexer heard of in all the Scriptures, as bere- 
after ſhall appeare,) running from one forme of religion unto 
another, untill at laſt they come to ſucke and feed vpou that 
poyſenable bereſic of the Familsſts,who are not worthy to bane 
ſo much as the name or title of religion ginen wnto them, it 
being not onely the laſt ſFraine or fattion they commonly run 
into, but alſo deſtreing and danmable, whereby the word of ' 
God is by them blaſphemed , and the way of life and truth 
evill ſpoken of, to the great diſhononr of the great and migh- 
tie Tchonab, who will one day breaks and teare thews in peeces 
(4s with a rod of iron)when at {all be able to _— them, 
45 4 inſt recompence of rewara for all ſuch as take pleaſure 
| GA 0 A beloned brethren, friends or kinare [Torts 
ſex or condition ſoener, whether youg or old, rich or poore, be 
exhorted and forewarned hereby , not gining the leaſt beed 
unto any hing ſpirits, vader what pretence ſoener they have, 
may,can or will preſent themſelnes vnto you; but (on the con- 
trary) labony by the grace and power jon hane,or ſball receine 
of the Lord, to refoſt and anoid them, enen as our Lord and 
Hlafter did that archſpirit and enemie of all mankind, know- 
ing that if the leaſt way be ginen, you will be indanger ts be 
intbralled and inſnarcd by their deceinings., And although 
ſome of them be more defefline and more dangerous. to infet? 
the ſoles of men thenother; be , as moſt certaine there are, 
for there are degrees as well in difference of ſpirits,as of na- 
ture and naturall parts, yet (I ſay) they which may conceine 
haxe moſt ſoundneſſe in their opinion , it will be found vpox 
dnc and inft triall, not tobe that which they wonld ſeeme both 
wnto themſelues and others to be, which hereafter will «p- 
'peare, Of theſe things, my beloned, 1 can in ſome meaſure 
beſt adnertiſe you,” bring through want of the aſh 
PE \'K' | : 


ow 00k 1 037 CANA PIT ION IAA bop oat 11.0006 PRE 


. K £ 
: ; | 
LN Me 14 
$:” 48 
Vo 
: 
arhogs . o 1. * - 224 # Oo RE wt | x : F we ' $r# 
4 : oy q {71 1 : te 6s yt | » =o x 0 - 
PR Fix » b SN I ” A uh tts "20 EY % Es 64 A , . 9 wot RT res c- 4 
vs, ag ys x Feet . v7 \ Bu 34, 54 . LF 8 7 RE. 
4 SOILS; "3. SURS--4 S Ko, 4 L 


hiſt;, tho 


'An-Aduertiſement - © 


knowledge and underitanding of God and bu truth, caughy 
and intangled by ſame of them, wanaring vp and downe a 
mong f# 2 arie hils and monntames, CONCernan 1 4 Comfort, 
when alas | was far frons-it 3; a»ditbe farther 1 wanared vp 
ard downe in that Eg yptian darkneſſe,the more #ntricate laby- 
rinth of error and d.irgneſſe my ſoule was plunged into ; like. 
wn's 4a blind man who bhauing not hu perfett fight, goes ;on mh 
dar kneſſe, vniill at laſt be fa'is into. a pit of deſtruttion, for 
want of 4 puide to conduit and leads him; and eſpecially when 
1 walked with the: Anabaptiſts $1 which way. and prattiſe of 
theirs, ſhall enidently appeare to enery honeſt, true and ſan- 
Rificd heart, not oncly to onrrturne and race the foundation 
of all Chriſtian mags allo (inas muth armihem lth) 
ro deſtroy the faith of leſus-(briſt: all which time, though 


ftravgely deluded, yet was ' k-pt by the power and providence 


of God from being (educed and led into that deſtroying and ir« 
recouerable way of death before mentioned,namely,the Fami- 

ugh very nigh vnto it, hating one foote entred theres 
in, whites { walked wth the prople aforeſaid , untill at laſt. 
the Lord in bis appointed time was pleaſed to gine me 4 true 
fight of the miſery wherein 1 was plunged;one meanes whereof 
bring the rod of correttun, which Goa bad laid upon me, it 
arane me the more ſeriouſly to examine things, and to confi- - 
der with my ſelfe, whether the canſe\ (for which 1 ſuffered) 


would any whit avail: me onto ſaluation,or whether it wauld. 


miniſter comfort unto me in that great and teerible day of 
the Lord, So vpon a more ſerious ſuruay of thoſe poſrtions [ 
then mamtained, 1 found thens all too light, yea [0 light, As. 
they were not abie to ſtand againſt thoſe truths which the holy 
Seryptare: teach aud mamtaine. wherewpon immediatly.] r= - 
tett-a my former receined opinions, as erronious and wicked; 
ſo that 1 may [ay (and thatiruly)wiuh that boly man Dauid, . 
Te was good tor me that I was correed and chaſtiſed, 
for ull then | wenr aſtray, Zee. netwnhſt ending, though 1 
Was Cleane e(caped therefrom, within @ ſhort time after, 1 was - 


_ ſo far from baving or entoning true peace and comfort , that - 


infead thereof, my poore drftrefſed ſoule was accompanied. 


with - 


rothe Chriſtian Reader. 

with nothing but ſtrange fraresterrors and guiltineſſe of com 
ſcience,crying out agaia/t me for nathivg but vengeance ; the 
muſery wh:reof was ſwch, ar cauſed me to lament the time 
whercin / was borne , not regarding wife, children,” or any 
friends whatſoener that came ro viſit me, The miſery wherein 
I was,did depr ine me of being ſenſible of the leaſt toy either in 
beanen or on earth , being altogether benummed therewith; 
compaſſcd and ſet about with many ſtrange and fearful appa- 
ritions of temptations,the primary and firft cauſe thereof ,was 
that originall gmilt which I drew from the loines of my firſ8 
parents,being the very ſeed and [pawne of all my attuall tranſ- 
greſſions, ard ſo being confounded & witerly loſt, yea oft times 
gn deſpaire, fearing there was mo mercie with God for me, my 
fs being ſo heany a burden vpon my ſole; then (exen then) 
when | was m greateſt d:ſpaire, God by bus Spirit was pleaſed 
to norke in me 4 contrite and broken heart, whereby.it was - 
turned from being a ſiubbarne and ſtome,by diſſolutil8\Kjnto 

# heart of fleſh, as ſoft as water;andtherein (throutliifi- - - 
nite lone and goodneſſe) did by.a more [pecrall wirb. 
Spirit, write hs exerlaſting conenant of lone and mere nib 
it. ſo much ſued, ſought and longed for, with full aw _ 
the remiſſion of all my fins, whereby | ſtand ſealed * Whwity#b 
day of my red:mption « accompliſhed'in the ſecond reſwi#otts- 
on; that as certaine as my Red:emer liueth and caunot die, [0 
ceriaine 1 am that one day-1 ſhall envy that gloriom inheri- 
tance, purchaſed through the m:rits of leſus Chriſt ; which 
happie and bleſſed eſtate, my ſonle could not eni2y, whites it 
ſtucks faſt m the quick (ands of Anabaptiſtry , being encn 
welnigh ſmothered and onerwhelmed in error and darkneſſe, 
wotell the Lord was pleaſed to open the eyes of my vnderſtan= 
ding,by hearmg the word and dettrine of truth which is mam. 
tained by and in the Church of England, as namely the do- 
fr ne of repentance, free inſtifi ation by fail b, Gods erernall 
pre deſtination and ele/tion from the foundation of the world, 
that xo man hath free will or power to obtaine his owne (alua- 
119», and that originall fin to be in all the poſteriic of Adam, 


Gu patch el f rom that happie & bleſſed eſtate nhich one 
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An Advertiſement &c. 
we had in him, with many other excellent traths, all which 


| & [uch acertaine and ſure foundation, that whoſocucr can at- yo 


$4ime to walke in the power thereof the gates of hell ſhall newer 
entrcome nor deſtroy him: yet nogwithſtanding all theſe truths 
there maintained, dare not attribute ſo pw a work as thu 
onto any mortall man what ſoener, any otherwiſe,then his mi- 

wiſtery to be the ordinary meancs thereof, but deſire to gine 
the praiſe (both now and for ener) enely to God, onto whom 


it is due, he being the principall and chiefe worker therein, by 


the powerfull minſiration of hu holy Spirit, that ſo he may be 
all in all unto all. And thus in all bumilitic of ſonte,] humbly 
take my leaue, proceeding vnto that which followeth, beſeech- 
ing God (enen the God of all peace, grace,mercie and lone) te 
confirme, dire and informe all our hearts by bs holy Spirit, 
whereby we may not only come to underſtand the truth there« 
of,6nt alſo to prattiſe the ſame inoxur lines and connerſations, 
to the praiſe of the glorie of his grace ,- untill we come tobe 
ſafe arined at the promiſed [eruſalem, which i the hauen or 
gf ettruall re/t, therein ſhall all teares be wiped from onr 
eee, Ang jo emioy the preſence of our Lord and Saniour leſus 
Chriſt #be Prince of our [aluation; to whom with the Father 
and the holy Spirit,be all praiſe, honour and glerie ginen of his 
Saint for enermors, Amen. | 


Yours inall Chriftian dutie, 


Edmond 1:/[op. 


OFTHE -ERRORS:.. 
" OF THE ANABAP- 
| T1ST.S. ; tal 


by 4 . 


| Their firſt point. - | 
That God did predeſiinate all men fo be ſa f { 
condition that they repent, and beleene the Geſptlls. 


We anſwer. 


& ſcene in them, Fi 

Bur his predeſtination wasin.this ſont;”' - + © 

_ Firſt, God (betorehe created any thing)faw and fore- 
knew what would be.the nature &enenrof allthings; 
how rhough he made-as excellent-creatures as outs be 
created, yet there would be weaknetſe and folly found 

in them ; becauſe tobe; ;abſolutelys yore and\vn- 

changeable,is proper only to';Godthe Creator; Soithar 

it was impoſſible (God ſhould make his creature 'equalt* 

with himſclfe, to will all thingsthat be good petfe&ly+ 
and vnchangeably, and to:doall things tharfuch'a will 
can delire;z tor then he muſtþe God, able to ercare, 
I <q "* which 


E_s "MA Dilcnerie of the 
which 151m rn -26-A of e Errors © 
which is th pr ble, becauſe there can - 4 
This one 5d for beginner and L n be but one God, | 
Che Got Rooſeeing _— OR od, 
e beſt crea S ay) what creatures, _ 
aliivecn: rures he could mak would beco % 
hed _ nothing at SR ; how though _ 
ae they hold ck e (andic a4 Do char-which 
beg1 acknowled | ct and ve 
their '; mayer andLord,inwhoſe a dutic to him «ps i 
lA ch ndtaferie did depend goodnefle and cir 
way e ſame; and fall f Are z) yet hey world noe 
ereit\ eG Cnc great eſp js therefore of 12, & 
; willing nor f E10IUeEA TO make vnto his creatu 
for hi ,not for any thing h - and being ce ure. 
jorif ren good leafitrs gr foreſec povening | 
Prdu,$.22,23 # e ofthe ſame. conſ1 plorie lake em, but | 
ab F00GgE7, 19's Nd Wiſedome ware ky with himfelfe _— xt 
339430437 is defire to palle). ich way. and h _ with 
_ = yen ©), joy —_—_— might 
mn; 7 —_— Sonne, eres Wiſedome Rs in 
ſuſtaine c im as his co hich was before thi cucr- 
_— hearselight, 
.t0 b . en com anie gy mankind 4 co re- 
before = right "to gr as h el in a COIN= 
Ad Yee the 4p:apaland bi ge #55 uk Peet 
ro ſaue m there was no way eaſures for "Hae? 
fa | ankind: ds way elle b DErgY euermore, 
Ce Fereapeomoortin 
there qo gen eration, Cell E loine s,who mira in g.0n ce 
able 14 hen any oneinh ogether with hi! e to'come 
choſe hi oe the work earen"or inea * z and that 
onely Þ elect from hi es of che drmaelt It « 9 that wits 
"at es nk ws and _ rodeliuer 
2 hi theworld;th Wiſcdom,rch onda , but 
1m,. ſo did ;therefore n,che Word whe! 
and in a he decree as hehad 1 ere- 
ich on cp ee __ ſend him'in ofen them 
um, that aner to tak to the world, 
2 he mighr acc ns nature: a A 
. cl accompliſh Fie and 
Up $ pur- 
BY lc, : 


EEE . of the Anaboptifts, > yy 
| © poſe, andbring hiscounſell anddefireco paſſe, in-fub- 
duing his and their encmic,- and purchaſing —_ 
tion tor them by his death and reſurreQion. And ashe 
did dctermine before the world was,to ſend himzſo did Rom.8.2530, 
he predeftinate them(whom he had choſen/in him and 
foreknew) to be conformed to his image,tharhe mighe 
| bethe firſt borne among many brethrenzthe reſt he re- 
ſolucd to leaue, and to.reward them with the fruite of Prov.1, ze. 
their owne wayes, X - 
Thus God foreſaw all things, thus did he by his wiſe- 
dome find out a way to ſuſtame andreſtore-of his erea- 
rures, this was his decree, andin thisſort did he prede- 
ſtinate.God did not,neither is he euer ſaid in Scripture 
to predeſtinate any to do cuill, nor to preordaine any 
to condemnation, but ypon the forelight of their folly ' 
and wickedneflc,as the cauſe and ground thereof: and 
ſo the ſaluation of man is freely and onely in God, in - 
Chrift ;- and the condemnation of man' 1s meerly and 
truly of himſclfe, without any ſecret referuationwhat- 
{ocuer: as 1t 1s written, -Q 1frach, deftruttion #s of thy ſelfe, Hoſea 13.9. | 
but thy ſalnation t of God, - coils 101767 
Their ſecond point. | 
That God did not ele before all time, to grace and life, 
any pariicular perſont; . but in time be doth cle qualities,as 
faith and vbedtence, and then finding theſe qualities in men,” 
be doth cleft their per ſons for the qualities ſake. 


.. - Anfw.: ©; VEEREGT 
O affirme that. God did nocele&+i;m-Chriſt; before 

KL all time,fome particular perſatisrograce, holinclle \- + 
& life etcrnal,is ro denie Godsfree & yndeſernedloue, _ 
and to ſay,that God dothr eje& qualiries,is ſenſlef{egand | * ./ 
to teach,that God doth elect perſons for qualities ſake, | |, 
1s very crroneous.and Antichriſtian. gs < by 

We ſay cherceture, thatGods cleftionggafter this ma-© 

ncr: Fuſt, before men or qualicies of any { rewere,God | 
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kis meere loue did ele& and chuſein'Chrift, our of 

Th whole poſteritic and race of mankind, which he ** 
foreſaw, / and were before him, 'as if they had'a&tually | 
been, a ſeed, a remnanrzto be his people,to be his heri. 
tage,to beholy and without blame before him in loue, 
25 Saint Paw! doth teſtifie, ſaying, Blefſed'be rhe God and 
Father of our Lord Teſw:Chrift, who hath bleſſed vs with all 
ſpiritual bl-ſſt 495 in heauenty things in C brit 5 accordn as 

h: hath choſen vs in him before th: foundation of th: world, 
that we ſhould be holy and without blame before him in lowe; 
haning predeſtinated v5 unto the adoption of chilaren by Ieſw 
Chriſt to himſelfe, according to the good pleaſure of his own 
will,to the praiſe of the glorie of bis grace. Whence wis eut- 
dent,thar God did chuſe a people to himfclfe,cuen be- 
fore the foundation of the world; not for qualities ſake, 
which then were not, bur for his owne good pleaſure 
ſake, and to theend that they ſhould be intime quali- 
fied Wit h ſpiricuall and heauenly pifrs, holy affections, . 
blameleſle life and holy conuerſation, euen as he did 
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ter; andrhofecle& were to be_in the dayes of his'cont 7,9... 

ſumption ; when hisdayes of defolation Thoulg begin DIR 

to grow ſhort, as the text ſheweth, "which time i$How 

at laſt come into the world. And alchough his time of 
-deſolation hath- been long, -and that his wks of tyran- 

nie arenoryerfully ended, yer neuerrhelefſe both it 

and chey;are now well waſted and ſhorened, according 

ro the word of the Lord; and his Goſpel ſhinethin fea | 

thereof,not only in other kingdomes and parrs abroad, 

but chiefly in this our Land, blefſed be hisname there- 

fore; which had icnotbeen, had Antichriſt with his 

dayes of defolation continued ftill in the full ftrengch 

and hetghrt they were: had norhe that firrech onthe 

whire horſe, whoſe name'is called the Word of God, ta- Ne0.19.11, 

ken his owne cauſe in hand, and with che ſpirit of his ova al 2.8 

mourch- conſumed and curſhorr(ashe daily doth)thoſe * OANY 

abhominable dayes of che Man of fin, queſtionlefle,no' 

fleſh ſhould-now in theſe laſt rimes haue bin ſaued, bur 

all had bin ouerwhelmed with his deceit,as it is wricte, 

And except thoſe dayes ſhould be ſrytned, there ſhould no fie Matb.2y4, 


be ſaned Z but for the elefbs ſake thoſe dayes fall be ſhort ned: 1.22, 
nay they are ſhortned, che lighr of the _ ſhinerh,& 


the ele are thereby daily called,ſanQibfied and ſfaued,  Bom:8. zo. 
Hence it is-enident,that ele{ton is before callin gand-- 
juſtification {euen as predeſtination' is,) *ſceing God 
doth count and call them' his ele&, ſo long before they 
are in being ; and thac ele&ion isto thoſe blefſed ends, 
whereof the Goſpell is the onely'meanes. Rogw.1,16; 
And for further confirmation of this point,Saint Paxt 
bene >= that all =_ ſeed PR God did conenant- 
with efbraham,to call in 1ſaac, ſaying, In Iſaac (ball thy rom. g. 7: 
feed be called, yea tſaac himſclfe and [Lok likewiſe, — +. raih | 
choſen of God in Chriſt, and knowne of him, before 
either Chriſt or one thouſand part 'of thar ſeede were 
borne ;- being onely ! tmp of God to Abraham, as a+ 
ſeed and generation ſpirituall, not of Iſaac andhis na-- 
_ - rural offpringoncly,bur of the os maps | 
OE « þ"%. "__ 3. r0-/ 


'Epheſ 1.4, 


_ ' A Diſconerie of the Errors © 
' to be derived in a fpirituall maner of that one ſeed the _ 
Mcſias promiſed, - which Abraham belecucd; though P 
he were not to come into the world for many hundred I 
cares after z in reſpe& whereof God ſaid vro him, 7 
| $8. made thee 4 os of many nations. This ſeedof e4- 
brabams, Saint Pal calleth the children of promiſe, becauſe 
they are all borne by promuſe,as was Iſaac,being of that 
one ſeed which is Chriſt,and part of that ſmall remnauc 
which he had reſerued in him before the foundation of 
the world, but for whoſe ſake we had not continued cill 
now,bur had been made like Sodome long before this 
day. And that this ſeed and children of Aerabam were, 
choſen of God in Chriſt before they were borne, Saint 
Pax{ further proueth it by the words ſpoken to Rebecca 
Rom.g.10-1z. concerning /acob, ſaying, eAnd vot onely this, but when 
Rebecca alſo was conceined by one, enen by our father Iſaacz 
for the children being not yet borne, nor haning done good or 
enil,that the purpoſe of God according to elebtion might ſtand, 
not of works, but by reaſon of him that calleth, it was ſaid vn- © 
to her, The elder ſhall ſerue the Jonger; as it ts witten o Jacob . 
haxe 1 loxed and Eſaw haze I bated. By this word of pro- 
miſe concerning /eceb, Saint Paul proueth more tully: 
(I fay) that which in fubſtance he [.a declared betore 
by the'word of promiſe, as tonching Iſaac, and as con- 
cerning the ſeed which God did promiſe eAbraham to 
call in /ſaac;namely that the purpoſe of.God according 
ro c]etion, his free loue in chuling vs firſt in Chriſt, 1s 
the true ground and prricpal cauſe of. all ſpirituall- 
bleſſings in heauenly things , which-in timewe come 
ro cnioy in him, For doubtlelſe therewasno cauſe in 
laceb more then in Eſaw,why God ſhould have thisre- - 
ſped vnto him more then to E/aw;the ſecd of euill was 
ſowne in him alſo,andctheir natures were both corrupt, 
even trom their conception, yea trom Adam, in whoſe 
loines both they and : 6 parents were when he tran{-- 
poles And as the tree or plant, which for want of. © 
rength being yong & tender,cannot yeeld forth truic, 
>, whereby 
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whereby fe nature may be ſhewen, yet(being in nature pr «x 
euill) the ſubſtance and root of ul mes. fe and fo —_—_ v 
as without areplantation and coniunRion with ſome 
tree or plznr of better nature, it can bring forth no 0- 
ther but enll fruit: ſo Jacob as well as Eſaw, hisnature 
being alfo our__ and euill, had nor God intercepted Tohs z.6. 
him, and (as he had choſen him before in Chriſt) ſo by 19> 5 44 
a new birth or replantation changed his nature , his : 
heart I meane, he-would haue brought forth no ocher 
bne euull fruit alſo (as well as his brother Eſaw)cuen to 

' his laſt houre ,- and ſo have periſhed rogecher, Thus 
much ſhall ſerue forthe truth of Godsele@ion. 


Their third point is:- ip 
That all men haxe free will 'in themſelnes, as well 
to repent of their ſinnes, to belerne the Goſþell and obtaine 
[aluation, as they bane to remaine m bardneſſe of heart and 


vnbclicfe, and in the eſtate of daumation, 


_ Anſw.: 
*O teach that all or that anymen hane as: free wilk 
Bk rhemſclues co repent; to beleeue che Goſpel], 
and obraine ſaluation,: as they haue ro remaine in the 
contraries; is veryerroneous and Anrichriſtian,- 
Buccherruthis chis.- 
That as we haue all ſinned in and from our father 
Adam, and are excluded from the glorie of God and Rom3.9. & 
from rhe toy of his preſence; ſo haue we all loſt and are Phan 8-4” 
p wet OE Ak P.2,13, 
depriucd of all poſſibilitie in wiltor power of nature Rom.9.16, 
co at any thing cither inward or outward, as rouching *Deur.ig. 4. 
thelaw,or as concerning ths Goſpell, whereby:to reco- 19b.6. 44,65; - 
uer our ſeluesagaine,or cuer to obtaine thae which we _ 15.1 i 
haue loſt.Sothar notwithſtanding'the Goſpell be prea-?©<... 5; 
chedxoall , and that cuery one 1s inuited to thefeaft*agth.z 2, x,t4 
thereof, and thar there is nor any other way or meanes Luk. 14.16, 
whereby we may poſlibly recouer and lme;yer the moſt.77 218,19, - 
part of F world do veterly-refuſe to come, fo much at 0 30,11, 
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the outward accepration thereot- :; and thoſe-that: dog 
come,who being enlighrned by the holy Ghoſt,d6;a& 2 
(ent vnco.the truth ot che Goſpell;and fo come 1n;vns 
to the ourward profeſſion thereof, yer foraltthis(ſnch ©*? 
is theeuill heart of man ) tf God-ſhould noryouchlafe - 
. » (according to his eternall puxpoſe-and promiſe): ro call.” 
Rom 8.28,29, ;q a more {peciall maner chem whom he forcknewgand * ! 
& 1116, ha predeſtinaredto be conformed to the image-of his. 
| Cor.1.24.26, Sonne, to call them (1 tay) by a more ſpeciall-gitrand © 
Luk 4.19. power ot the holy Ghoſt,firit to repentance,in turning |? 
Efay 61.1. theirhcarts from all the delight and pleaſure they had 
ink 5-27. taken in finne. and inthe vanities of the flicſh and this © 
15.24, ER | wang» 0 
world, into a wondertull great ſorrow of heart, mour-. 
ning and weeping for the jame, cauſing them alſo with © = 
many teares'to lament the time «that euer they tooke . 
pleature thereinzand falling downe at the feete of God; + 
with humble hearts confeile ynto-him thoſe their fins 
andfollies, deſiring ynipeakably & reſtleſly,mercicand 
forgiuecneſle at his hands, loue and reconciliation with 
Ezek.ct.19, him; thus taking firſt away their hard and Fony hearts, 
Icr,z239. and giuing them hearts of fleſh, (oft: and tender hearts; + 
\Cors.2.s, Adthen (im the ſecand place) to, write (not with:inke | | 
3:3» and pen,but with the ſpeciall finger of his holy Spirit, | 
nor 1n tables of ſtone, but 1n theſe the fleſhly tablesof _- 
thew hearts) theſe cheir. repentane hearts, his coucnant 
_ ot mercie and loue, alluring them that* their ſinnes be __ 
forgmen, and that he. 1sreconciled with them, and they -. 
with him in Ieſus Chriſt, whom now they have pur on | 
by faith. It God ſhould not hauc vouchſafed (Iay) 
thus to call them whom he had predeſtinated, thus to + 
wſtifie them and cloathe them, (bur that he- js faithful. * 
and cannot lie, keeping his couenant fo 
wg that ſeed which he did promiſe tocall'mn Tſaac) they _ 
would and ſhouldhaue periſhed with the-reſt;norwith» © © 
ſtanding any free will or power they haue in nature 
(more then they)to actaine to theſe things... < ** 
But peraduenture tome im pudent-peifon will obs 
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rcucr,astouch- 


IR they! nor been 


< beſtow his owne w 

thou meane, 
FA other, is the cauſe of his 
was it not ofir 
done, be the cauſe of that wh 
effe& be before the zauf, 1 
is before the effe, burT ne 
or can. be before the cafe 
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if omcphngs (pe {ome 


ciall power and. vera 
lob. e. theſe great ca | "= "= 
nth 8. andheauenly birth ; _ eibrs' 29h Yer: wh "0 
. qualified,are laid in Scripture ta be borne of CGod,1.Job; 2 
- 3+9.. If thou ſaifk,- thar.God purthis difference in the | 
will of man by creation; then thou makeſt Got theiau- _ 
thor and cauſe of Raney which chou wouldeftfeeme 6 
auoid, b excluding, his ſpeciall giftsof the Spirit fea” © 
ring as it led thee to ir; whereas it-is: but thy groile 9 
apprevealigg that makes thee fearc;zand by this meanes - | 
thou runneſt thy ſelfe our of breath;tho knowefth 
whather. So-then to conclude'thispoine w RE 
Panls words, 1t # netin bin thatwilleth. nor 
runxeth, but in Fo that: foewerh wm merci,” 


SR. 1k fourth vaznt iy ip. > I 

T hat the FI of mans suſtification And Fenn "#4 
doth depend vyon bis omnewill,in 00ntimting in the aft of be- 
leeming and works of righteouſueſſe ; ; and riqoee ſuch. As hae -8 
faith in Chrift Ieſws, regenerate perſons haxtin rei name! 
written in wafis 0 Bm fall away a rears q 
Wegenerate, and hane their names kt abs out if voks\ 


formerly rn boy juſtified : tt 
£0 {854 the very foundation, | WO 4 on wmobelfind wn. 
faichfull, and is one-of the maine: errors of the Anti- 
chriſtian Church. of Rome.-- / 

frhe. Church of God is CI 


That ſuch 25 fo > whom God hath given true repen- 


rance, and faith in Chriſt whereby they are mnt 

from theirſinnes, and haue their hearts ſanctib 

as have their parts1nthe firſt re: ſurreion,whoſe names Revel. 13. 
were written in-the booke of life from the foundation 

of theworld, ſhall neucr fall away from this eſtate, r 
from.any part thexeof; becauſe je: ſtand nor, neither 

are kept by the ſtrength of their owe ,adt offairh, 
or works of righceouſnes, bur bythe power & Rrengrh 3c LP. TG 
of God, in and throu b cheverme and life of Chriſt 
their head. For as-God the Father did of himſclfc, firſt Epbeſ.1.4, 5,6. 
chuſe.them in Chriſt his Sonne, BA predeftinate them Row.8.29.3% 
vnto the an tien of children, and tobe conformedro = 

che im is Sonne, cucn from the foundation'of 

the wor i as he alſo i in time calleth them to + owe 

tance, iuſtifieth them, & purifeth their beartsby faich,! FS 
mace grace in Chit, and by the Spirir of hisSon, 3 1596 


which be iendeth forth i inco their he hearrs, doth adoPtromd.s 416, 


8. 


Col.3.1493- 
ſo(T 
k 


z Pet.1.5. btepov 
Plals2.2,6,7 FE | FR, OY 
40.1 ig ch OR 
23.1, Neepztheir ſhepherd thar feedech them, as the Pſaln = 26 
Job .15 194, ſpeaketh; he isthe husband-man, thatc1d notonlyins © 
. grafe-and plant them: in hisSonne the trae vine: er © 
exuſe them to beare fruire- in hinr, but euery'branch | 
 Tob.10.49. more fruit; he gaue them his Sonne,and hisSo chenit. 
& 19.6:0,t%. and the Sonne reiefterh none that come ynto him ws "y 
eakerh them into his proteQion, like the go ET welt 


& 10.14. "7 A | Og k SH 
4+ herd,andthey heare his voice, and he knowerh th ee] 


and they follow him, and he wil-giue them eternal lifes | 1 


ve:8,49,30, 


ourofhis Fathers 
Luk 22,32, aanirn bh 


ner ſtone, 
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at 7 beccung, going on fill from ftr 1 

pe ae wing:nearcr LY | | In che 

ch, yaciltarlaft they come 

face,andenioy his preſence,in the promiſed, eruſa 
Hh all fulneiſe phages, at whoſe Jequlen | pPAki6 15; 
rhere arg pleafures Ty LantNe as aſſurec 
chey ſhall; ) noryert by cheir w 
thoughrir be likewiſe neceſſary, thar the 
Wayes 1g 11 d LV 
nes: bur che tec 


butisnow- aliue, and liverh ſtill for enermore .. A; 

ſure and. Cale as God p oſcth:;, andit cometh to- 
palle, aske ,xomiſerh and. «hr nor, louech ones, 1,4, ,. .- 

= louethrorthe end; ſo ſure as Chriſt which tou 3 

chem. liucth, ſhall thy Fr 


or can ſeparate Jes. yh tho Ns of C 

: Eo T ons Gs the Father towards t chem in 

8.35,26, Shall tribulation, or di Freſſe, or per ſcemtion, or famine, 
A kedves, or peril, of ſwor ? Alt writton, For 
: we killed all the day long , and are connted as þ 
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Aedbeer. Nay wth Saint Paul," 1n all the hh I 


tl | 


me 


more then conqueronre through bim that loued vs.. For 1 am, 
perſwaded (faith he) that neither death nor life, nor Angels, 
nor prncipalities nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to © 
come, nor beight, nor depth, nor any other creitnre, ſhall bt | 
able to ſeparate vs | from the. love of Ged, which i in Chriſt ﬀ 
Jeſua onr Lord. ; Ih 5 op te 
Thus, as God did predeRtinate, call; ruſtific andſand. ; 
Qifie rice ſo it is ies chat keepech & defendeth them; "Ip 
and the ſtedfaftnes of their eftaces in 'him, doth depend” 
ypon the ſtedfaftnes and immurabilitie of bis 5 purpoſe 
promiſe, louc, andon the louc and life of Chriſt; and 
all isfree, without any reſpect of rc works of & 
ours,m him and of him;to whom be; 
ric, praiſe and Wobice ual 
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; amen; = > deat eſcap' 
palldSarF of = world; they way haue a 


teouſnes, andbe in ſome ſort termed righ 
they may kanefaick co eſt our diils, By 
great works * all this. they may 

ſnake oe ata iefe thinss.. 

juſtly andruly fe ſay vnto them: 


Depert from me ye workers of iniquitic, 1 newer knew: ye, @ 
- Andit 18 astrue, thar chere be grearer and more ſpe» 
ciallthings then all cheſe, which whotoeuer aq atthan, 
ſhall as cerrainly abide im Chriſt and-be fautd,as Chaiſk 
_ abideth inthe Father 'arid-hueth; Bur dlie greateſt dith- 
culcie liech-1m- chis; -ro diſtinguiſh rhefe heat rightly 
aſunder,” according to che meaning of-ctheSanprures, 
that ſo their ee difference: being diſcerned ofvs;/ we 
may notonly auozde; the- greac contuſion, which the 
want chereehbath caufed»mm themindes of many, - and 
the ſundry crrors;rhey through-their.ignorapce have 
fallen into, but may be brought toexannne and; prone 
gur {clues by:therulethereot ; whether; our cftares be 
yet ſuch as will dbide the-criallin tho day okaccoune;or 
no, If we findthatthey be,we haue chengreatcauſe of 
comtort: if not, then haue we great reaſon:rofeare,and 
with all fpecd to humble:our forikes before God:, and 
carneſtly.to.defire him, chat:he;would! be plealed to 
forme hisSorine.Chrift inivs, apdro conforme ysvaro -* 
his image; which isthe oſtace that will ge-vs boldnes 
an che diy of his appearing-. # 254/52 (155) & fag DO! 712; 7 
. i;\Now that we may righely vnderſtand theſe. things, 
ang &li{cerne cheircrutdafference, ket vsabſcrue, that 
Sh goſpel hath rwojcurralioperationsn'thelitarts 
and,cantciences of men, (xo ſome; 'it 18 the ſavenr of life 2,Cora2.15,16 
vita life, and to others the ſanowmr of death ynto death, nor | 
of 1t {elte, bur through the wickednes of menshearts;) = 
ſo.ukewiſe chere 4, two-fold adminiſtration theveof, 
the,oue gener4ll;, commons all;-the.other ſpeciall;pe- 
culiar.to a few: that which is general and commonzas 
a publique deelaration., that-ſuch a+ thing 'thete is, 
whereby allmen in goemallhabotihinbgapag namely) 
Y wheras aficr, Aden had finned, before rhepromile was. 
 geag,there was no'time:narplace my 1m roary, 
. nox remulſion, of fins vpon any ground-to be expeed; 
now Gnce chat time,by yertue of the promile,/all finne 
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ade pardonable, there is time and place for repen? 
_—_ to all,and remiſſion of finnes thereupon granted; 
ſo that whoſocuer ſhall come, and with ſorrow of hear, 
confelle his finnes viito God,and humbly deſire mercie 
and forgiuencile art his hands,ſhallreceme at; 'and thug 
Rom.16.15.16 far the Goſpell is preached to all, cuen t0 every creature. 
 Col.t.23 wyuderbeanen,as Saint Pauiſpeaketh: ſo that there is nor, 
Pp nor hath been a nation or people,in anytime or part of 
*'* the world, thar can truly fay,we hanenot heard ue; for 
Plal.rg, (as it is written) their ſound went forth throughout all the 
earth, and their words unto the end: of the world; and o all 
arc left without excuſe, becauſe God hath not left han- 
ſelfe without witnelſe. Burt the maner and meaſure of 
Gods declaration of his Goſpell; hath been/ diucrs: he. 
declared it ento the nations of the Genriles' in/ former. . 
eimes, yea and at this prefent doth in dimers parts of 
the world, onely by the workes which he hath created, 
and benefics thar he daily giueth them), 2s the heauens 
and firmament,day and night, Sunncand raine, andin 
chat he giueththem fruirfull ſeaſons, filling their hearts 
with food and gladnefſe,with many other bleflings; all 
which do (in their maner and kind) preach andideclare - 
vato them,thar God is good and gracious to mankitid, 
-and hath-ſome ſpeciall refpet vnto him, and dolls. 
call yponthem daily to feeke hinvthat made all,and gi» ' þ 
uerh all chofe good things ynto:them , and-proucth 
vnto them, thar if they had ſought, they might haue 
.found,in him, yer greater chings, which ſome of them 
(doubles) haue attained vnro,& the reſt by this means. 
are left without excuſe. He ſhewed it: tothe nation 
of the'H cbrewes, not onely by his works and benefits, 
which they(eſpecially had in great abundance, ) but 
1n another more excellentmaner, and" in a far'greater 
© ——_ meaſure, as namely by rhe teſtimonies of the Fachers,. 
note "2 and by the miniſterie of Moſes andrheProphets, -who 
| , Fecemedit from God, and fpake as they were moned 
Hed,4-1.2, | by che holy Ghoſt, he ftrerchedforth hishand'all the 
Gay long vato that people, preaching his Goſpell (ch 
word . 


*% * 


word of faith vato themyſo 3s char chey of all other, had 
wo 19 ma Bi fr cheir mpeg} 6 ſoall ofcend os 
aven for vs, to fetch it ys 7 or who o downe ceo Þi 
Treaeyd da vs, that we may beare it Jy der ted bit the wee: An. 
word was nigh eneugh vnto them, emen in theer monthes and 
in their bearts,ce; and if the Genriles were lefe withoue 
excuſc,much more they. _ 
And now he hath ſpoken anddeclared irynto vs in 
theſe laſt times by his Sonne Teſus Chriſt, that Seed ; 
which was promiſed to «Adem, to Abrabaw, was (po- Heb 1.27 
ken of by Meſes,forctold by the Prophets, in whom, by g,, . 17 
whom, andthrough whom, all bleſlings, all hope, all 
Fragen life 18 granted, 's purchaſed, 15 to be attained, 
by him (I ſay) and by his holy Apoſtles, in the power 
and gifts of the holy Ghoſt, he hath declared vato vs 
all things cleerly, many whereof being ſuch as in all 0- 
| ther formerages were not knowne: fo thar the earth 
| Hfloweth with the knowledge of the Goſpell in theſe 
# dcaycs,aboucall thoſe other times paſt, and many have 
= been cnlighencd chrough che preaching of it, by the 
| Spirit, and haue belceucd and giuen their alſentsvnto 
F echetruthof it; many bauc taftedof the heauecnly gift, 
and hauec been made partakersof the holy Ghoſt,  hau 
taſted of the good word of God, and of the rs of 
the world to come ;3 many are able to preach and dif- 
courſe thereof in great and excellent meaſure z'and if 
the Hebrewes could at notume (truly- ſay,we haue not 
heard it ) nor yer thoſe Gentiles that had not the Law, 
to wit, thoſe Scriptures and ordinances of the Law, 
which the Hebrewes had: what can we then ſay,who 
hauenot only hadallthe meanes and tight which thoſe 
Gentiles & Hebrews had,buc alſo the plaine reuelation 
of the Goſpell, according as it was forerold'to be in 
theſe laft cimes, confirmed by the death & reſurreion 
of Icſus Chriſt, and left recorded ynto vs.by.his holy A- 
1wEs im full meafure z how can it be (I ſay) therefore, 
ut that the things which we hauc heardand beleeued, 
_ willhe vato vs the fauourof _— death in a ful- 
> ler 


— 


Jer and larger meaſure; rhen vnro any of ther, ſeeing 
we haucrecemed a greater & larger meaſure of Kniow 
PF FP IOT ane 0 vt mo and 
«3 an # Bye ne obcy notthe Gofpell, if we attaine not vit« Y 
+ »» 6 the ſpetiall grace and benefits thereof. : for as the 
Lord himfelfe ceſtiffTth, He that knoweth bis maſters will, 
ard doth it not, ſhall be beaten with many frapes. EO 
But ſome will ſay, we hauenot onely Ne of 
his witf, but obedience alſo) we are norlike yaro thoſe 
_ - range tornicators and idolaters'of the Gentiles, nor 
* asthecruell, vnbelecuing Hebrewes, which killed the 
- Prophcts,and murdered the Lord of plotic; neither are 
we of che common ſinners of theworld,. chough we | 
have been ſo hererofore;;' nay the pbwer 'of the holy 
Ghoſt, by the preachinp of the key! of.God, hath alte- 
red vs, the toule ſpirit isnow caſt our by, T ſtronger 
then he,we are now deanc eſcaped Gownrhi flthinctle 


of the world, our lives'and ations ate reformed,we aps 

| ; % 5: 6 R 9s. dv Lerfh ry; 4% (YT F135 ? 7 #4 
ply ourſcluesnow'to the heating of the word, we'con-! 
terre therevf, andreadle'it'oft, we' pray alſo oft, we re- 


ceiue the Sacraments oft, we inftrult our'chuldren and 
our {cruants 1n the principles of Chriſtian religiofh, we 
keep the Sabbath , we diftribure-of our goods to the 
poore,, we negle& no dutie which we conceiue we 
ought to performe; ſo thar we are waſhed and ſanQified 
by the blood of the teſtament. ET 
1 conteile;thou haſt here a kind of obedience, and 
docit (1n part) thy maſters will, and arc'ſo far forth ſan- 
ied by the blood of the reftamenr, for by it, all gra- 
cesandgitrsof the Spirit are purchaſed; and thou coul- 
deft neucr haucarrained to theſe things but by vertue. 
otut;yer I ſay,notwithſtanding all this, Sears 2s 
may be wancing in theegfor it this be todo thy titers 
«ill,according to our Satiours meaning; tien'(dpubt- 
leſſe)rhe Scrſbesand Phariſes dil his wiltasWel as thee; 
Marky 24.24 9 madeeledne che outfite" of He" cup 2nd platter, 
$5,36,47,28, hey had fuch a kind of belicfe, and we 
outward abſeruatiotisas allthis; andye 
a4 Fa | PO IN L 
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vere foule, theirhcarcs were full ofrancor and malice; 

andfomay ir be with thee forall this; 'Here is a faire 

- blade indeede, +burt whereisthe fruit? Dock thou noc 

know thar except thy righteouſnes exceed the' righ- 

reouſnes of che Scnibes'and Phariſes, thou ſhale in no Mar.5.20. 
wiſc'enter intothe kingdome of Gad? Herod heard ſobs 

gladly; and did many things willingly; and Indetind 

doubr _ faire in the ns ns his heart was euercor- 

rupt,.as the Euangeliſt reſttfheth; ſaying, This he ſpabe 

ur that be had _ of the poore, but rr--/ Was rac. ww Tob.r3.6, 
andcarried the bag. How thinkeft thouy; can aw cuilſtree x v4. 6 
bring forth good fruit ?. or can one and the ſame foun- Regt” 
taine, bring forth ſweer waters, and birrer? Or cara 199 3-11.13, 
ſtincking polluted founrainegbring forth ſweet waters ? 

The heart of man 1s the tree or fountaine; from whence 

cither good _ eu1ll — —_— humnfelfe teſti- - 
ftieth z-f man ow of the good treaſure of the bra $0,093 
bringeth forth that which is nay a. as exill = mwifcly ry og 
ewill treaſare of bu. beart, bringeth forth thas which ts exill. ver, 45. 

If thy hearc be cuill and vacleane,howcanſt chow chen 

bring forth from thence any good fruir ? Granocthou arr aaz.8,r;, 
{anQtificd outwardly, thou haft belicued andarr/bapet- Toh. 6.66, 
zed, thou heareſt theword with toy, thowartall asbe- Mat: 3.29. 
fore is ſpoken, yer if in heart thou beeſt hardand ynre- 

pentant, proud, puft vp, coucrous, vnmercitull,; one 

chat loveſt thy ſelfe-and this preſent euilþ world,  enur- 

ous to others, crucl, what will all thy belicte and righ- 

teouſnes auaile thee 2 Nay, admit thou hadft all faith; 

fo as: thou couldeſt moue mountaines j and'thar rhou 

ſhonldſt giueall chy goods to the poore, and rhy bodie 

rg:be burned, and'that no man:couldcaxthy-hearc by 

anycuill fruit: chat yet appeargg, nor thy ſelfe|perceiue 
thine owne heart to-be ewill gFer if thow haſt not that Tam. 1.8: 
faith which workethby/loue, that loue'with her natu- 

rall properties, which the — deſcriberh, ſaying, Gl.g.6. 
Lone (ufferethlong, anda kind, is ennicth uot, it vauneth , Cor.ry,a.1, 
Sega ſafiec net yifed rp nee PSY, 45.6.7. 
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It ſecketh not her own,jt is not eafily pronok-d,gt thinketh nay. 
entl, it reioyceth not tm n:quite, but it retoycerb m the try 
It beareth all things,at belieeth all ching-,it bopeth all thingt,. 
i endureth all things, 1 ſay if thou haſt not thar farh 
which bringeth torth theſe effects, thou art nothing, 
thou art butasa ſounding braſle, and as a rinckling 
Cimball, notwithſtanding all chy gitts of knowledge, 
faich, prophelie, Sakinouon or whatſocuer, and ſhale 
| befoundtobe, but either as the high wates lade, ora 
Mzr.13.4.5-6.7, the ſtony ground, or thornie ground mentioned in the 
Goſpellwhich indured nor,which never came to bring 
forth goodfruit, neither inthe greateſt, nor leaſt mex- 
ver, ſure, ( like vnco the pane ground deſcribed after, ) and 
thy end will be like that carth, which notwithſtanding 
the raine commerh ott vpon it, bringeth forth nothing 
bur thornesand briars, and 1s therctore neere vnto cur 
Heb.6.8. ſing; andasthe:ree, which though ithaue had much 
Mark, 11.23.74, Irclling, yer becauſe it bringeth not forth goodfrun, | 
is hewen downe and caſt intothe fire. Conlider there || 
fore what neede there is, that we ſhould dilligently ens 
_ intotheſe things,and ſee the difference berweene 
cheſe two eſtates, and that our care and ftudy;might,and 
dayly ſhould be to learne the beſt. 6599s 
Now touching the ſpeciall adminiſtration of the 
Goſpell, and hoſe gifts of the Spirit, which are pertis 
| culiar to atew, cuen Gods ele& onely. | 
_ ,- The F< peciall adminiſtration of the Goſpell is this, 
& 81618, Damely a particular application, or preaching the word 
Maz.n, Of pr omule, the glad tidings of peace, the forgiuencle 
Eagezo, Othlinsto the ſoule of a finner, whereby he istruly pol- 
leſt of the grace & loue ot Godin Ieſus Chriſt through 
faith in him, and of the orgiuenetlc of his ſinnes; And 


this is neuer done butYy #'ſpeciall gift and er of 
the holy Ghoſt., Now-the colltſe hh God heh rake 
to effect and bring thisthing to palle,is this; when aud 
_ luch time,as God by the generall 2dininiftration of 

15 Goſpel, bath made knowne, and by a common gift 
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| ofche Spirit, hath cauſed theni'to beleeue, 'and aſſent 
vnto, the ſumme, or neceſſary parts thereof, as namely, 
 * that repentance and remiſſion of fins is granted to ſin- 
ners, and faluation toall that can atraine thereto { then 
doth he by a ſpecial & more effeQtuall gift ofthe Spirit, 
| work a__ the hearts of his elet, whom he fore knew, 
| and hadpredeſtinare,calling them to repentance (that 
| 15 to fay) turning them from all their ſinnes, and from 
= the waycs of all the fleſhly,and ſinfullpſcaſures,wherein 
| their ſoules had formerly delighted, into a great feare 
{ G&cſorrowfor the fame, and with many teares to lament 
| the time that cuer they tooke pleaſure therein z and 
| falling downe before him, with humble and contrire 
| Hearts, confeſle their ſins vnto him, deſiring in an vn- 
| ſpeakable maner, mercy and forgiuenet[cat hishands, 
peace, loue, and reconciliation with hinrg which till 
they obtaine, they can take no reſt, they haut no 1oy, 
# they cannot be ſatiffied, none of allcheir former de- 
| tights will afford chem now any comfort; they ſtand 
aloofe looking ftrangely vothptians, like friends in ad- 
| uerſitie, finding them now no fit companions for them; 
* Nay, there isnot any thing, that wil, or can rehieue 
2 their poorcdiſtreſſed ſoules, or giue them their defired San : 
+ content, but onely the louc of Godin Fefus Chriſt, ſea- "OE Lab 
| Tedin their hearcs. by his holy Spirit of promiſe. Theſe ' 
| arethoſe poore which the Scriptures ſpecake of, ' vnto 
whom Chriſt was fent tor preachigood ridings, the brui- 
fed and broken in heart, them thar labour foes: andare 18 - 
heauie laden, the ſicke,the loft, rhe dead, which Chriſt BOY 
eameto bindeyp, to hcale, to feeke our, to quicken 
and raiſe to life; theſe F ſay, and none bur rhele, are 
they whom the Propher ſpeaketl of, teſtifying of the 
Sautour, and of the peo adm te Los - che Goſs 
ell of peace: ſaying, TI Spirit of the Lora's vporme, pol 
” Fa} ren fy = to preach good ridiegs tothe poore, —_ 
be bath-[ent me to binde vp the. hearted, to procliioxe Luk 4415. 199. 


hiberty to the captines, and the opening of the priſe tho 
; age 1b, 
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Luk.7.2 2» 
Mat,11.5. 


Mat.21.26, 
Mak. 1,4, 
Toh 3.5. 
Eph.6, 15. 


Heb.s6.1, 
TJoh.3.5. 


Mat. 11.28, 


Goſpell preac 
tranſlations h 


preached vnto them in the for mer ,generall mang, 
yet. none haue.it preached yntg. them, 1n his [{peciall | 
peculiar ſort, butthele poore repentant perſons onely, 

who alone are capable of the receit thereof, by faith yhs | 
to Juſtification ; (& this is that -cffe&t,of the holy Ghoſt 

in the heart of man,) which the Scriptures call, The bqp 
ti/me of lohn, the baptiſme of water, the hapti{me. of -repate 
tance, the birth of water, the bapteſme whych lobu preached, 
the preparation of the Goſpel of peace, repentance; which ig 
the beginning of the Goſpell of Ictus Chriſt, the iſt 
primcpall of the, doQrine of Chriſt, the beginning and 
fx{t parc of regeneration, as the Scripture, declaxexh it; 
the labour and traue[l in the birth, bur norche fullper- 
tc&ion of the new birth, onely the ſoule of the ſinner 
trauelleth readie to be delmered ; this 18.the ſecond. 


” 


effc&of the holy Ghoſt, bur the firſt peculiar. Thed 


doth God in the third; place, reach forth his hand,..and 
taketh hold of this poore labouring ſoule, and by. ano 
ther ſpeciall effe@, and power $4 holy Ghoſt, doth 
deliver huw,and bring haumforth, waſheth him & clear 


ferh him from his bloud, . wherein he lay polluted,/ his 


linnes which cried out.ſo wſtly againft him,\and lay {0 
heauy vpon him, eaſcth, him of all, . and writeth in his 


heart of fleſh, hys contiite repentant heart, geen 


? 


DE {the Ambeperhs: — wx 


of mercie and loue;,which it ſo much deſired, aſſuring 
it, that he is now reconciled with him, and that hisfins 
are cleane forgiuen and forgotten , neuer to be recko- /©:3":34- 
ned or remembred more; and that he hath loued him, ,,. ; I , 
and doth loue him in Teſus Chriſt, andwill neuer pur ,_ —_ 
him our of fauour, ſo long as Chriſt remains in fauour. 
This is the ſpecial adminiftration of the word,and that 
gift of the Spirit, whereby Chriſt is formed in the hearr 
of the poore repencant (inner through faith, by which 
he is 1ſtified from all his finnes, and his heart ſan&i- 
fied, and is the ſecond part and finiſhing of the new 
birth; and theſe arcalwayes together in the a@ of iuſti- 
fication, the word, the Spirit, and faith; ſo that a linner 
cannot be ſaid to be actually iuftified, till the couenant 
of remiſſion of finnes, which God hath made to the re- 
pentant ſinner, be applied by the Spirit ro his broken 
heart, and that he beleeueth 1n his heart that his linnes 
be forgiuen, and that Godyloneth him in Teſus Chriſt : 
and this adminiſtation of the word , gift of the Spirit 
and faith; are expreſſed in Scripture, and diſtingutſhed 
from all other adminiſtrations,of the word, gifts of the 
Spirit,and kindsof faith whatſoeuer, by ſeucrall diſtin& 
NUNCs. | 
As firſt, this adminiſtration of the word is called in 
Scripture, The glad trdings of peace and good things, good 
ridings, the binding vp of the brokgmheart , libertie to the 
captines, T he opening of the priſe S$uthem that are bound, 
Comfort to the mourners, The veliiing of the ſpirits of the 
humble and contrite, The conenantaf the remiſſion of ſinnes, 
The conenant of life and peace, Thillwguome of Gods Eaſe, 
Reſt ta the ſoule, The word of hagiaes, The word preaching 
peace by Ieſms Chriſt, The word pfanriliation,c. 
And it is ſo called in reggae grear and ſpecial 
dmagRtcr vnto the ſoulc of 
ho of the Spirit. And 
Got agappointed to be prea- - 
LateeFor chough the Goſpel! - 


Math. 2.2. 
Matb.4- I 7: 


Mat.2.1 Is, 


Joh 3 5. 
Tt 4.5+ 
Rom. $5. 
Gal.46. 
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be preached to all,in a pen confideration (as before, 
is ſhewedy) yer (as 1t 15 here intended) Ir bel ngerh to 

nene, nor 15to be preached to any but che.repenrant 
only. And repentance, though it be a part of the Go. 
pel, as 1t 1 ſometimes .1n 2 generall maner propoſed, ya 
che beginning and firſt principle thereof, and a pecu- 
liar gift of the Spirit, as before alſo 15 noted; yet (asiris 
intended in theſe ſeuerall Scriptures) repentance is no 
part, bur onely rhe preparation thereunto, or the ma- 
king ready the heart of a finner for the ſame; in which 
conlideration, /ohz the Baptiſt, and our Sautour borh 
preached,ſaying, Repert, for the kingdom of God ts at band; 
where they make repentance to be one thing, andthe 
kingdome of God(rhe gladridings of the Goſpel)ano- 
ther; & require repentance 1n the firſt place, as a thing 
necelſary to be effected in them, before rhey could re-, 


cciue by faith the glad tidings of the Goſpell,the king- 


dome of God, which was at hand tofollow after, and to 
be preached vnto them thereupon.” Which order was 
alſo obſerued by the Prophets betore; as Danid, To gay 
({aich he) if you will beare his voice harden not your hearts, 
&ec. leſt ye enter not into hy reſt, In which words he de- 
clareth plainly to the people , thar if chey would be- 
lecue the promiſe of entrance into reſt, and {o by faith 
enter thereinto,they ſhould ynharden cheirhearcs, that 
isto ſay repent , otherwiſe there wasno poſlibilitie of 
belecuing, of entrante, 

And tecondly, asthefpeciall adryniftration of the 
word, which is fo peculiar to the repentant, 1s diſtin- 
guiſhed trom all other common adminiſtrations : ſos. 
the S pirir, or rather the &ec of the Spirit, by which 
this gladtidings of peacg'is applied 'vnro;, and written 
10 the heart ot the repentanx;(et forth and diſtinguiſhed | 
alſo n Scr1 rure from 0 h -gifts of the Spirit, by pecu- 
lar and diſtin names; agg? 


| as, The baptiſme of the holy Ghoſt, _ 
Spirit of Chriſt; The Spirit of the Synne which erieth Abbas 


Fathers _ 


"of the dndbepiſſ, 

Father; the Spirit of adoption, the Spirit of life , the Spirit Fcms te. 
of truth, the Comforter, the ancint ing of the toly Ghoſt, and Few.8.2, 
fuch like . And ir is fo called in regard of the fpe- J0b.16.19. 
ciall effes itworkerh in the hearts of the repentant, ; 1,1, ** 
beyond thoſe that are common to others, as faith,righ- Rom, 14. 
tcouſneſle, peace, joy in the holy Ghoſt, and other vn- 
ſpcakable comforts and treaſures of life. 

And thirdly, as the word and Spirit , ſo che faith 
which the Spirit cauſeth in the heart of the repentant 
(by the application of the ſame word of God, and the 
ceſtification of his loue ynro it)is alſo expreſt and diftin- 
guiſhed from all other kinds of faith, by ſpeciall diſtin 
names: as, The faith of Gods cle, The fath of Chriſt, The Tir.t 1, 
faith of Ieſe Chriſt, The effeinall faith, The faith of the 193.1. 
Sonne of God, The faith of the Saints, Their moſt holy faith, © P Siu 
T heir precious faith, The faith which inſtifieth', The faith Tyde - via 
which [antlifieth the heart, The faith of Abrabam, The fasth lude 20. 
which worketh by lone,@&c. And it is ſocalled,in regard of 2Pet.1-1, 
the ſpecial grace,mercie & loue of God in Tefus Chriſt, j9m53: 
which is ſhed abroad and ſealed { by the Spirit) inthe mary,” 
heart of him that poſſeſſeth it ; and allo 1n reſpett of Galy.6, 
the excellent fruite ir doth produce and cautc ro come 
forth of the ſame heart, which is now truly-fanifhed by 
Ir, and1in which (Chriſt being nowftormed) dwellety: 
as,inortification to {inne and tothis preſent world; loue 
to God,and to'Chriſt the Lord', who hath ſo-truly 190- 
ued them; loue ro the truch, Joue tothechildren of 
God, loue to all men: which fruire we will atfo ſearch 
| forthetrue nature of, and enquire how the Scripcures - 
*  doeſcuerit from all outward appearances and ſhewes 
which come neare ynto ir, hauing the forme thereof, 
bur 15.noc the ſame in truth and power. 

Like as the'trees that are planced by the rmer fide, pic, 2, 
do bring forth their fruit in due ſecaſon;and as the good 
ground, which having receiued the ſced that 1s fowne | 
cherein,bringeth forthfruir, a hundred;fixtie,arid thir- 22" -13.23 * 
tie told; andasthecarth which drinking inthe _ ed s7; 
| | D 2 


Eſay 61,3: 


Tud: 2}, 
1,Theſl, 5.22, 


E 


Rom.7,23. 
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that cometh oft ypon it,brin geth forth herbs, meet fox 

him by whom it 1s dreilſed: ſo do theſe righteous trees 
and branches of the Lords owne planting , his good 
ground and earth, which he hath rhus dreſſed and was 
tered, bring foorth fruite meete for him their Lord, the 


good husband-man,z that hath planted & drelled them; 


Firſt, as they haue receiued mercie atthe hands of God 
by faith, and are alſuredly perſwaded in their hearts of 
the forgiuenetle of their ſinnes: fo doe they now per-. 
te&ly and truly,euen from their very hearts, hare all fin, 
yea andthe garment that is defiled therewith, and ab» 
ſtaine from all appearance .of euill, mourning and [a> 
menting when at any time they do but think thereonz 
andmortifying their members and affeGions of fleſh, 
do reſtrain them tro their old accuſtomed wayes,reme- 
bring thatthey arc waſhed and redeemed: with a great 
price, cuecn with the blood of the Lamb of God, that. 
they ſhould now be holy,astheir heauenly Father isho- 

ly,that hath choſen them. And chough they finde the 
law of their members to rebel and fight againſt the law 
of their minds,enticing them night & day,with ſtrong 
motions and per{waſtons to regard and gue entertain- 


ment againe to their former luſts and pleaſures, yet they 


-remembring the day of their feare and grear diftreſle, 
figh and weepe in{oule, to thinke that they ſhouldyet 
be conſtrained by the force of their owne fleſh & mem- 
bers thereof to caſt bnt an eye, oroncerothinke ypon_ 
that which now their ſoules do loathe, andfrom which 
they haue been fo gracioully deliuered. And therefore 


. remembring Lots wife,and the end of thoſe thathauing 


taken the plough by the hand, looke behind them, by 
whole examples their Lord hath forwarned them, dare 
not preſume torurne alide, and gricue:the holy Spirits 
whereby they are ſealed vnto T day of redemption: 


bur it they ſhould(through the ftrength of temptation 
and their owne weaknelle ) fall, they go foorch and 
weep bitterly, till chey be reſtored by faith roſtrengeh 


again | 


againe z and neucrfall or looke behindethemſo,/ asto 
ge entertainment inſoule, to their old delights of fin 
againe, or to embrace this' preſent world,” or pleaſures 
thereof as aforetime: nay, though they be hated, reui- 
led, and {corned of all men, and made a gazingiſtocke 
both comen and Angells, yer ſtill they go on their way 
out of the camp following their Lord, and- willingly 
bearing his _— counting his rebukes, greater 
riches then all the pleaſures of the Egyptof this world, 
which 1s now crucified to them, and « Un toit, Andſo 
in patience polletle chey- their ſoules, © haning an af- 
ſured hope, that though now they goe on their way 
weeping, ſowing precious ſeed, yetthere will come a 
day wherein they ſhall recurne with 1oy, reape thefruic Pfal.r26, 5,6, 
of their Iabours, and bring their ſheaues with them. 
Secondly, asthey doe hare {in and mortifie thefleſh gyj ,q, 
with the affeions and luſts thereof, and%racifie vuro 
themſelues this preſent world and chemſelues vnco it; 
{o doe they now, on the contrary part, lone'God with 
all rheir heart, and wich all their foule, anddelightin ;,roh. 4.197 
him andin his wayes: and thistheir lonevnto himisEpb,r.r 3.14. 
cauſed by that Joue wherewich he firſt! loued chem, 
which he hath ſhed forth: and ſealed*in their hearrs by 
his holy Spirit, and' wher.of they are now aflarcdliz 
perſwaded, as it 15 written, Wee lone him, vecanſe he loued 1.Toh.q.19. 
vs firſt, And as to be beloued of God, is a blefling be- 
yond all compariſon,” a treaſure norto bevrrered, fo 
their loue to him 1s a fruic, whichno mantis ablz co con- 
ceiue the nature of, bur they alone in whoſe hearts his 
Joue is firit ſhed forth, and they (certainly periwaded 
thereof. 
Andasthey-loue God the Father, ſo doe they loue 
Chriſt his Sonne, who hath redeemed them from rhe 
thraldome of their ſianes ; and theirloue to him is like- 
wiſe cauſed, byhis loue which was firſtmade knowne 
ro them , and is expreſt' in-this, thar winle chey.. MET: 
were his enemies, he died for-cthem,thar they ſhouldibe A Baa 
y D3 recon» 


* reconciled to God his Father, ,and be made the Sonne 


1 .loh. Tt I, 


of God by adoption in him. And greater loue thenthig 


hath no man, that one ſhould die for his enemies (and 


ſpecially ſuch a one ) to bring them ro ſo great 
honour, therefore their loue to him 1s alſo vnſpeake. 
able. WEILLY: 3: 5 120 
And as they loue God the Father, and Chriſt-the 
Redeemer, ſoloue they the children of God whoare 
borne of him, and made partakers with them of his 

race and loue in Chriſt; As it is written,He that loneth 
Lim that begetteth, leneth him al(o that is begotten of him, 
Andthis their loue vnto the children of God,as it is not 
now for naturall reſpe&ts,though in thar regard theyak 
ſo loue them, but becaule they are in grace and lone 
with God, and do belong to Chriſt, whom they ſerue 
and belong vnto : Sotheir loue ynto them 1s heauenly 
and ſpiritualf;and ſuch as no man hath, nor can attaine 
vnto, vnlelle he be borne from aboue of water and the 


Spirit, asthey are. For the children of this world who 


are borne but of fleſh, as they know. not the children of 


God ( that are borne & begotten of hinf) becauſe they. 


know nothim that hath begotten them, nor Chriſt 


 whomthey {erue and follow : ſo neither doe, nor cag 
they loue them for his ſake, nor haue part and fellows 


2.Cor.13.,26.27 
Rom, I2,1 C1 6. 


Luk.16,9, 


Steward) make them friends therewith. If Chriſt hun- 
Br, they teed him ; It he thuſt,they'giue him to drink; 


ſhipwith them 1n their ſpirituall and heanenly commu- 
nion. They pray together as children'of one Fatherthe 
Lord of hoſts, and praiſe his name with one accords 
they ſuffer rogether as members of one bodie, | euen 


that body whereof Chrift is the head ; they weepe to- 


gether, and they reioycetogether, and are of like affec- 


tion one towards another ; and if any of them haue 


this worlds goods, (called in Scripture the ynrighteous 
Mammon, becauſe of the vnrighteous vſe which che 


louers thercof doeapplic them to,) they (according to 


the commandement of their Lord, like vnto the vniult 


\ 


of the Andbaptifth, 0 14 


fon, they viſic him. Andthough he himfelfe be now 
in heauen,& they cannor doit ro him, neither neederch 
he as touching his owne perſon, yet in ſo much as they 
do it to his brethren the children of God, they doe ir to 
hin,and he and his Facher both, will be their friends in 
time of neede, and will receite them /inco enerlaſting 
habitation. Yea though they haue notrhe plentie of 
this worlds goods, but ſhail our of their pennury caſt 
into this histreaſurie, the leaſt mite,orſhall giue to eate, 
to any of the ſeruants of God, and bretheren of Chriſt, 
out of their ſcarlitie,cthe leaſt portion of bread oroyle;or 
but a cup of col1 water to drinke, becaule they belong 
to Chriſt, they ſhall not loſe their reward, bur in the 
day when he ſhall come in his glory, andall his holy 
Angells with him, And'when he ſhall fit inthe Throne 
of his glory, and that all, of all nations ſhatbegathered 
before him & called to accompr, he will fay ynro them, 
| Come yeebleſſed of my Fath-r, inherst the kingdame prepared Mar.25, 24, 
| for you, froms the foundation of the warld; for | was an bun- 35 35, 
gry, and yee fed me; | was a thirſt, and ye gane me drinke; 1 
| was nabed;c# ye clothed 'me.ec. And-whereas on the other 
fide, he will ſay vnto-all char have nor done any of cheſe © 
| things for his ſake, Go ye cmr ſed intoenerlaſting fire, pre- ver.41. 
| pared fox the Diuell and his Angelis ; for I wir abu nery,and 
| yegaue me nomeate; [was 4 thirſt\and ye gaue me 10 arinke; 
| "[was nakea, and ye clothed me nat, &c. | 921.9 
For the loue that-is ſhowed to: the children of God, 
the bretheren of Chriit,, becau{®they/belong to him, 
Of all the fruits and workes of righteouſhes, that can be 
performed by man, tonan, is of greateſt eſteeme with 
God, and hath the promiſe of reward aboue ghen all; 
not by reaſon of any worthines of deſert, har is therein, 
bur enely for his promiſe ſake, and becauſe it pleaferh 
| himfor his Sonne Chriſts ſake, ſo to accept of it and re- 
| wardit. And therefore for thiscſpecially ſhallallmen 
| be called to:accompr in: the-day-of zudgemenr, *'and 
[OE judged - 


1.loh.3.14. 5-2. 


A Diſcouerie of che Errors 


che [an 


e And becauſe it is the chiefeſt fruit, whereby 
the inward eſtate of thecchildren of God1s knowne ani 
diſcerned from the children of this world, in whomitys 
not, bur the contrary euills. Therefore doth 'the Lord 
pur 'vs.in minde thereof afore hand, becauſe we ſhould 
now in our life times before that day commeth, leame 
to know the Lord, that we may alſo know the children 
of God, and louc them. Hereby we know that we are tras- 


ſlated from Death to life, becauſe we lone the brethren, And 


hereby we know that we lone rhe children of God, whenme 
lowe God and keepe bis Commannaements.  ' © 
And laſt of all this fruit of faith doth extend it ſelfeto 
encry man elſe whatſocuer, ( onely ſuch excepted} as 
doe hate God, -and haue blaſphemed the holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe [inne ſhall 'neuer be forgiuen them, neitherin | 
this world, norin the world ro come, who may not be 
prayed for,but are to be held as execrable vnto the day. 
of the Lord. They loue (1 ſay) all men as brethren, yea 
euen their enemies, and knowing that they are both, 
(as touching nature) deſcended of one ſtocke,andthat 
they themſeJues were once faroff, and ſtrangers from 
the Common-wealth of Iſraell alwell as they, andalſo 
that God doth asfreely inuite them,and call vpon them 
to repent and belicue liis Goſpell ashe did them. And 
becaule no.man can tell when, or to whom God will 
gucrepentance and remiſſion of ſfinnes, therefore they 
loue them as brethren,and do exhort and beſeech them 
dayly that they would repent andturne vnto God, and 
humbly confelle their finnes vnto him, and earneſtly 
ſeeke and defire grace & mercie at his hands, declaring 
ynco them whar great things he hath done for the re- 
demption of man, and whar grace and loue (they for 
their parts) haucalready found, who were by fin asft 
ſpent as they. Though they hate cheſe,yet do they loue 
them, and pray vnto God for them with many teares. 
If they hunger they tced them, If they thirſt they gue 
| them | 


& 


F ;, 


them to drinke, If they want clothing, or harbor, or be Rom: 12.26; 
in any other kind of diſtrefle, they. (according tothat 
portion God hith giuen them,) minifter ynto them. If 
they curſe them, yet they blefle them, If they perſe- 
cute and kill them, yet ftillthey love them, and make yer, 14, 
requeſt ro.God for them, that he would nor lay their A 
finne to their charge, bur forge them, This is rhe —_—_ 

perfeQion. which the Seriptrres ſpeake-of; -rhe new Tob et po 

| commandement,the garment waſht whire1n the bloud Rev. 7.4. 

{ of the Lambe, the righteouſnes of Saints, euen that 
righteouſnes which exceedeth the righteouſnes of the 
Scribes and Pharifes ; yea, andthe fairepretended righ- 
reouſnes ofall-phariſaicall varegenerate chriſtians, who 
for alike kind of ſtricknes, in ſome ſuch ourward obſer- 
uations, would faine be counted holy, though their 
hearts were neuerſanRified : This fruit, I ſay, doth far 
ſurmount their blade alſo:This is the firſt refurreQtion, 
which the Spirit mentioneth, ſaying, Beſſed and holy & zo, 
he which hath part in the firſt Reſurrettion, on ſuch the ſe- | 
cond death ſhall hawe nopewer. Theſe are they that be riſen 


Mat.5.20, 


with Chriſt, and ſeeke thoſe —_ chat are aboue ©9'3 2-2. 
where Chriſt litterh at the right hand of God, to whom 
oldthings are paſt away,and all things are become new, 2.Cor.y.17, 
theſe are not of the world, neither doe they loue the7,.,, 6 
world, nor the things of che world, but the loue of God 1.tob,z. 15, 


the Father is in their hearts,and the loue of Chrift,their 
conuerſation is in heauen, and they minde heaucnly 
things: the Lordtheir God is nowrtheir portion, he 1s 
their refuge in all cimes of neede, in all their diſtrelles 
they flie to him for ſuccour, and from his hands onely 
dothey expect rchliefe ; therefore to him onely do they 
pray as to their God and Father, on hisname they call, 
and on no other, earely in the morning, and late in the 
cuening with broaken and contrite hearts, (the ſacrifice 
which he neuer did deſpiſe) come chey before him, and 
humbling chemſelues, their ſoules and bodies at his 


ſootettoole, contelle ynto him their great weaknes,and: 
| Eo VA- 


Pbil.3.20, 


—_ 


vnworthines, and knowing they haue no other God ot | 
Father , in whom they may pur their truſt, bur him 
- alone: Therefore in ſure conſideration of his grace ang 
 loue, being confounded in themſclues and aſhamed, yy 
touching their owne will and workes, and giuing all 
raiſe and honour vnto his holy name, they do beſeech 
him, ( though they be not worthy the leaſt of his mer. 
cies) thathe would be pleaſed ( notwithſtanding ) tg 
extend his grace and loue vnto them, and poure- forth 
his holy Spiric, the ruler and gouernour of his king- 
dome here on earth, into their hearts, to comfort, ſan- 
Qifie, and guide them in histruh, that being guided 
and fanQified thereby,they may eu ermore-doe his will, 
obey his commandements, and walke before him here 
onearth, euenas his holy Angells and ſeruants doe in” 
heauen. And acknowledging his goodnes towards 
them, his prouidence, and care, in feeding and cloath- 
ing them, and giuing themall other things which the 
neceſſſties ofthis their preſent life requires ; do requeſt 
him alſo, that he would dayly ſupply and continue the 
ſame, with his continuall bleſſing thereon, recewing 
them alwayes with thankſgiuing, knowing that they 
-are all ſanified by his word and prayer. And calling to 
mind their manifold finnes and treſpaſſes, which LN 
in their fleſh and bodies of death doe dayly commit a+ 
ane him, poure out their ſoules in teares before him, 
—_— wretchednes and miſferie herein, be- 
ſeeching him for his Son TeſusChriſt his ſake, through 
whom they haue now great confidence of his grace, 
that he would not lay their ſinnes to their charge, but 
forgiue them, hauing alſo a true teftimonie iti 
their conſciences ( which they likewiſe cleere before 
im) that they arear peace with all men, anddoe for- 
gue cuen their enenues; and ſo withall doe earneſtly 
ntreate him, that he would vouchſafe them his grace 
ous and Fatherly perfe&ion vo ſuſtaine and keep them, 


THe no temptation may at any time preualle againſt 
them 
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them, to leade, or any way to induce them to commi® 
euill in his fight, but that they may by the power of his 
graceand holy Spirit withſtand the ſame. Andſo re* 
poling cheircruſt and whole affiance in him, they reſt 
in peace, knowing alſo, and acknowledging that the 
kingdome and the power, and the glory 1s his for euer 
and cuer Amen, Thus theſe 1uſt and ſanfified ſeruants 
of God, goe one from ſtrength co ſtrength, as the Pro- 
pher ſpeaketh, and from faith to faich, neuer giuing 
ouer, nor turning backe, norfalling away from the li- 
uing God, like thoſe that haue an euill heare and vn- 
faichfull, bur till Rep forward, drawing neerer and 
necrer vnto God, with a trueand good heart in thefull 
allurance offaith, vntill they come to ſee his face in the gom.ra7; 
pronuſed Ieruſalem. For the juſt doe live by faith, as ic 
15 written, For yet « little while, and he that foall come will Heb,to.37.38, 
come, and will not tarry, Now the inſt ſhall liue by faith : But 296 FRED 
if any draw backe, my Sonle (hall bane no pleaſare in them. 
But ſaith the Apoſtle we are not of them, that draw backs 
go perdition, but of them that follow faith, unto the ſaning of 
the Soule.In theſe words, he putterh a plaine difference, 
& doth diſtinguiſh between chem, whoſe hearts bein 
euill, and vnfaichfull, do turne backe to perdition, nl 
them whoſe hearts are true and iuft, and who hauing 
the tull aſſurance of faith, doe perſeuere and continue 
vnto the ſaluation ot their ſoules. As if he ſhould haue 
ſaid : There be ſome indeed (whoſe hears were neuer 
{anRified by the faith of Gods eleR, thefaich of eAbra- 
bam; But onely by a generall kind of faith, their out- 

| wardparts, their houſe was a little Superficiallic ſwept, 

which fall backe to deſtrution ; (but we) meaning 

himſelfe, and ſuch ſancified (oules with him, as him- 
ſelfe was, weare not of that ſort, but of another, euecn 
ofthem which doe belecue after another maner, who 
hauethe faith of eAbraham, the faith of Gods ele, the 
cffeuall faich, the faith of Chriſt, the faith thatwor- 


keth by loue, the faich which maketh a ſinner juſt, the 
E 2 faith 
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p which the iuſt doe line, and are ſaued, Whi < 
_ cf Saint Jobs alſo cleereth, ſpeaking of the Age 
eichriſts, that were gone out from them, They went ou 
from vs ( faith he ) bat they were not of vVs3 if they bad bin 
of vs, they would no doubt, - hane continned with vs; But 
they went ont from vs, that 4 might be made manifeſt, that 
they werenot all of vs, In which words he proucrh plan: 
ly ,. that if they had cuer beene of the faithfull ſort, 

(namely theſanRifiedin heart) whercof /obx was one, 
they had neuer fallen back, but had ( without all doubt) 
continued, bur by this their falling off , 1; was made 
manifeſt (which was not ſo cleere before ) that they 
were neuecr ofthem, what outward ſhewes ſoeuer they 
made. The very ſame (againe) is maniteft concerning 
Indas ; for after he had-plaid his treacherous part, 'rhat 
he was diſcoucred and burſt in peeces,the Spirit of God 
taking notice of his former prerended .charitie to the 
poore, which he-vttered in theſe. words. hy war not 
this oyntment ſold for three hundred pence, and ginen tothe 
poore.; And of this cuill couernousand cheuth heart at 
the ſame time,he ſaith, The be ſpake,not that he cared for 
the poore, but becauſe he was a theefe, and had the bag; and 
bare what was put therein, So that [ uaas was neuer any of 
the faithful, his heart was neuer vpright from the be- 
poming, beleued not in his heart vnto Tuſtificationz 
1c had not the faith ofche Saints, the faith that worketh 
by loue, the faith of Chriſt;as Chriſt himſelfe ceſtiberh 
againit him, ſaying, But there are ſome of you which be> 
lieneth not, and ludas was one of them, and the ſpectall 
man aimed ar, as Saint {obs in the next wordes noteth; 
laying, | For leſus knew from the beginning, who they were 
that beliened not, and who ſpouldbetray him. And leſws (ail 
vnto them, therefore ſaid 1 untg You, that nom mancan come 
Unto me, except ut be giuen him of my Father. Meaning by 
commung ynto hun, belieuing in himwvnto iuſtificat | 
on, aSHe aid, Come veto me all Je that are weary and bean) 
lacen,&e. And agalne,,., Al that the Father gineth me, 


commeth | 
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commeth to me, and him thar commeth to we Twill in no wiſe 
caſt onr. Therefore the texc ſaich. From that thme many 
of bu Diſciples went backe, and walked no more with him. 
And Iadas though he taried after them (yer a while) it 
was but to make yp the full meaſure of his finnes; For 
his heart was then as euill, if not worſe then theirs, as 
Chriſt teſtifierh to his face, in the preſence and hearing 
of the other Apoſtles, ſaying, ' Hawe [ not choſen you ver.70. 
twelue, andone of you is a Dinell, This he ſpake of Indas, 
and though he be here ſud among the reſt to be cho- 
ſen, it is to be vnderſtood but of his outward office, and 
in reſpe@ of the common guifrs of the Spirit which he 
had receiued. 

Andalthough this was the caſe of Indas, and of his 
fellow diſciples, who could not reliſh the words of cter- 
| nall life, which Chriſt ſpake, 'faying, Exreptye exte the ver.43.54. 
| fi-ſhoftbe Sonne of man,aud drinke his blood, ye' bane no life 
| $nyom:and the calc of thoſe Anrichrifts,and of thole vn- 
faichfull ey1ill hearted draw-backs, as it hath been che 
caſe of es chouſands more, andisftill atthis day; yet 
the caſe of Peter, of /ohn, and the reſt of the Avoſtles 
was far otherwiſe, as isnowalfo che caſe of all regene- 
rate true hearced Chriſtians;rhey beleeuverorhe ſauing 
of the ſoule ;- rhey care the fleſh of the Sonne of man, 
and drinke his blood , fpiricually by faith, and haue 
etcrnall life abiding'in rhem; they dwell-1n Chriſt,and 
Chriſt in them ; they are borne of God,' andrheretore 
draw nor backe, finne not to perdition, torthe feed. 
whereby they are begotten remainerh im them, neither 
can they fo finne, becanſe rhey are borne of God; nav, 
they are ſcaled(by the holy Spirit of proniſe)ynto the 
day of redemprion; they ouercome the world; endure 
and keepe his words aftd works vnrothe end; wy are 
the linely ſtones of Gods refnple, builevponthechiete 
corner ftone,who are made a {piritual houſe, tooffervp 
ſpirituall{acrifices -acceprable ro God by Tefus Chriſt 1.Pct.2.5,5., 
his Church, againſtawhich, rhe gates of hell ſhall not ,,., | .g_ 
E-3- _ 8 
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preuailezthey areche good groundſpoken of,the gog, 
erees, which cannot bring forth euull fruit, but good ons 
Iy; the euill which they doe (at any time) 15 not their 
fruit, becauſe it proceedeth not from their hearts , but 
is done vnwillingly, through weakne les for in thejr 
hearrs they ſerue the law of God . The Scriptures ac- F 
count that to be a mans fruite,which cometh from hi 
heart, whether it be good or cuill, becauſe thereby the 
nature of the fountaine(which is the heart)is knowne, 
asthe nature of trees are by their fruite. So that thene 
ture of a good man(I meane that which 1s borne of the 
Spirit, not his fleſhly nature) is now to bring foonh 
good fruite only, as Chriſt teſtifieth,ſaying, A good mar 
out of the good treaſure of bis heart, bringeth foorth tha 
which # good. We can do nothing againſt the trath, ſaith the 
Apoſtle. A good tree cannot bring forth enill fruite. 

And whereas the Scriptures ſpeakeſo often afterthis 
maner:1f ye hold faſt vuto the end. If ye continue. Him that 
ouercometh,and kee = my words ,and works to the end:then 
are ye his houſe, then will he approue of ye, then ſhall 
ye be ſaued. And on the contrary, He that looketh behind 
him; He that endureth not, 1f any draw backe, or fall awa, 
&c. be ts not meete for the kingdome of God ; My ſoule ſhal 
bane no pleaſure in him, There remaines no more ſacrifice ft 
fr. Thedrift of the Spirit of God is to informe vs of | 
the different eſtates and conditions of Chriſtians ; of 
the danger of the one eſtate, and of the well being and 
ſafetie of the other;that ſo we ſeeing the difference,and 
bein pepyatoe thereof,might not depend vpon that 
which 1s ſo dangerous, bur ciue yntothat, wherein 
there 1s ſafetie. | THT | 

And where it faith of ſome, Let them be blotted ont of 
the booke of the lining. 1 will put bis name ont of the books of 
life, The meaning 1s not, that God will put any mans 
name our of the booke of life, that is written therein, 
but his meaning is, that ſuch deſperate and wicked pet* 
ſons,as blaſpheme hjs truth and $ pirit,ſhall be ſer down 
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a5 it were with a blot, curfed,vrterty excluded,and pro- 
nounced againſt, for ſuch as there isno hope,or place 
for repentance, as was {udesand others of his compani- 
ons, of whom it was foreſaid: Let them be blotted ont of ver.28, 
the booke of the lining, let them not be written with the righ= 
reoms, tc. for they perſecue him whom thou baſt ſmitten, t 
talk; to the griefe of thoſe whom thou haſt choſen, So that 
whereas men may ſeeme to haue a place among the 
Saintsin the Church of God, and to be in as good an 
eſtate as they, by reaſon of ſome gifts of the Spirit, 
which they may recc1ue, and ſome alteration the word 
of God may worke in themzyer) being neuer ſanctified 
in heart, by the faich of the Sonne of God) in time they 
diſcouer them(ſelues to be in heart cuill,and aduerfaries 
to the truth,and ſuch as God doth by his word exclude 
| andpronouuce curſed children, twice dead,and plucke 
| Vp bythe rootes, ſuch as neuer had nor ſhall haue their 
names written with his people, in his records of life, 
which before their diſconerie might ſceme both to 
themſelues and to orhers, ro haue ; and therefore it is 
ſaid, Azd from bim that hath not, ſhall be taken away, enen x 15 $18. 
| that which he ſeemeth to bane; which ſeemeth alſo to be 
' an improper ſpeech : for how can that which a man 
hath not,be ſaidto be taken trom him. He, had ſome- 
thing, may ſome ſay; and it is rrue,he had heard and re- 
ceiued the word with 1oy, bur not in deepnelle of root, 
| notina good heart, his heart was neuer ſanfifed by 
| faith, like vnco his,that brought forch frair, he was en- 
| lighcned, and had caſted of the good word of God, and 
| ot che powers of the world ro come; bur he ſeemed and 
| made ſhew to haue more, he preſumed (no doubt)chat 
| his name was Written in the booke-of lite , which was 
| more then that he had recciued could warrant him. 
| This his pretended ſhew 1s now alſo taken from him, 
and hisname is (openly) by the 1ſt ſentence of Gods 
| word,pur out of all hope,of being,or cuer to be written 
| 1n the book of life, and he is now (like the earch, which 
Wi | Rh; bringeth 
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- geth forth nothing but briars and thornes) ne 6 
vnto curſing; it isimpoſhble he ſhould now be renew. 
ed. For nothing is ſecret (ſaith the text) that' ſhall nor þ, 
made manifeſt, nor any thing hid that ſhall not be knowne, and 
come to light; Therefore (farth hc) take beea how ye beare, 
For whoſ(ceuer bath,to him ſhall be ginen,and be fall han a. 
burdance; and whoſoener bath not, from him ſhall be taken 4+ 
way,euen that which he ſeemeth to haue, "1466 
"But what is the booke of life; for peraduenture it'iga 
ſecret to ſome?doubtleile,It is both Gods fecret,andre. , 
ucaled decree or will,concerning ſuth as ſhal be ſaned; | 
by that which isreucaled, the ſecret 1s made knowne, 
Hisſecret decree,we haue in the firft beginning of our 
writing ſhewed, (which briefly is this:) That God (be- 
fore the world was) foreſecing the fall of mankind, did 
chuſe in Chriſt a.certaine number of them to life and 
ſfaluation, which were all foreſeen and knowne vf him; 
and recorded by his decree, in the roule of Chriſt, be- 
fore they were ; his reucaled will or decree, (which we 
haue betore alſo at large expreſt) 1s (briefly chis) name- 
ly, the ſpeciall promiſes and teſtimonies of lite and fab 
uation,which are moſt fully and often recorded, andte- 
ſhficd in the Scriptures of God,to,and concerning ſuch 
perſons, in ſuch maner qualified, as we haue before (ac 


-cording to the Scriptures) deſcribed.So that euery man 


ſo qualified, may fee and know, through the Spirit of 
God, 1nandby the ſame records, his name, to wit, his 
perſon, ſoule and body, decreed and recorded of God 
in Chriſt,euen trom the foundation of the world, tobe | 
tor lite and ſaluation. This is the booke of life of the 
Lamb ſlaine, for in him it was and is done, and of this 
decree there is no alteration . And whereas it tcemeth 
ro ſome, that God doth alter his purpoſe, ' and change 
his word, becauſe he ſometimes promuſeth blethngs and 
life to men Wwhich(by reaſon they,on their parts, do not 
that which he requircth) he performeth not; and like 
wile threatneth judgement, which by reaſon men -I& 
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pent,he exeqtreth nor. Fhe truch45;ir doth but foſeem 
_ toijgnorant men; who'doe nor ri ghely conceive of the 
power of God, nor vnderſtand rhe-drift andſcope of his 
word. For God is not like vnto men; ito-purpoſe one 
thing to day,and refolue'vpon anotherto morrow; but 
whar{oeuer hethattv!decreed! in hishearcy ſhall ſurely 
come topalle,) though herſomecimesvſetoſpeake ati 


| . terthe maner of men;becauſe ht knoweth they are but 


men whom heſpeaketh'vnto . He publiſherh his Goſ- 
pell to all men in generall, 'and doch omuteſaluation 
to.all men-thatreperic and belecue, - and he: requireth 
repentance andfanh'of all; yer (notwithſtanding )-bur 
few dorepent and'beleeue ,'and ſo'come to fakaation; 
doth God therefore alter his purpoſe, 'and:changehis 
word? 'He alſo gauea law to all men betort,and requt- . 
red obedience rhereunto,/promiling-life ikewifſe'to all 
that obeyed it, but no man'euer kept it,andiiued there- 
by; did God therefore alter his purpoſe'and:change his 
word ?: nay, God did neuer purpoſe mn his heart, nor 
Ro that any man ſhould h cre (inthe fleſh) keeps 
saw and live'by ic, though the Familifſts ſay he did; 
neicherwas ic giuen to thar end; though they afhirme 
1t-was. For if it had bene ſo, Godwould neuer'haue gt- 
uen the otherznay he knew, | fuch was mans miſerable 
condition-by histall and the fiery ſharpnes of char law 
againſt hum; that.it was'ſo fatre-1mpotlible for him-to 
keepe theſarte, and live therebyz! as that ie veterly flue 
him,and kept linn off; »Therefure God'hauing decreed 
m his heart to ſaue:ſome,was pleaſed to gine the other: 
if he-had notdone ſo;, +but ſhould haue proceeded a+ 
ainſt all, for the breach cf: che firſt, ſhould he: have 
jw any man wrong? nay, whoidarcſay fo? Andishe 
 nowyniuft iti-publiſhingthisGoſpell to allybecauſehe 
faucth nor all ? -ordareft thouay, he altereth'his pus- 
poſe, and:changeth his word; nay,let:God(be.true:and 
vachangcable, andatlmen\liersand moucablc. Men 
areas backward andyaiwilling; IE Matdtrn 
Ny OW 
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| or firength inthemſclues to obey the Goſpell, as they 
' hadto fro epethe law ; nay, ſuch 1s yer(naturally) the 
ride and loftinetſe of mans heart (as lamentable expe. = 
P | | 
 rience hath long proucd,) that he rather delireth tore» 
maine ynder therule and command of the law, and{e 
ſeekelife by the works thereof, then to ſubie his ſoule 
co the rule and commandements of the Goſpell, (viz.) 
to repent of his ſinnes from-the bottome of his heart, 
and ſeeke life by faith in the free grace of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and follow Chrift in the regeneration, But ſoit 
3,I fay,that before the world was,God did purpoſe and 
decree in himſelfe,to ſaue (by the Goſpell of his Sonne 
Iefus Chriſt) a ſeed, a remnant, of the foreſeene fallen 
poſteritie of mankind,which ſeed he reſerued from the 
beginning,& coprehended chem in the promiſe, which 
Gen,za5, be firſtmadero AAdam,(ſaying)The ſeed of the woman ſhal 
; breakg the Serpents bead, Chriſt being the principall,and 
they in him and of hum, and ſeuerech them-with him 
yer.ts. from the ſeed of the Serpent, tn theſe words, And 1 will 
on ut enwmitic betweene thee and the woman, and betweene thy 
ſeed aud ber ſeed, And afterwardsagaine, to «Abrabem 
- Gen.r3,3 in theſe words, /n thy ſced (ball all nations of the earth: be- 
' bleſſed. Mcaning by thy ſced, Chriſt, and by the nations, 
thoſe children which God made Abrabam the father of 
Gen.19,59, A he ſaid, [ bane mad: thee a father of many nations; cuen 
{they that were to haue the faith of Abraham, the ſeed 
'that were to belceue in that ove ſeed Chrift. And again 
Gen-21,12, intheſe words, 1» Iſaac ſball thy ſeed be called, By all which | 
it 18 euident, rhat as Chriſt was promiſed, and ſeucred | 
from the ſeed of the —_ ; ſoallthe ſeed (betweene 
whom,and the ſeed of the ſerpent, there was to be «+ 
mie): were alſo promiſed, as Gods free people, meerly 
giuen ofhimeolik,and ſeuered by him alſo rom hems 
and as Iſaac was borne by promiſe, ſo are chey. Ar tbu 
Cen 1810 fame will ] come (faith God) and Sars (ball haws a ſonne. $0 
_Galgas, Saint Paxlfaith, New we (bretbren) as 1 [aus was, ire tht 
children of promiſe. ' And that theſe childien-of the _ 
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miſe (onely) are the children of God, and counted for 
the ſeed, the ſame Apoſtle alſo in ——_— wit- 
nefſeth,in theſe words,*7 hey which ere the of the Pom. 9h. 
fleſd, are not the children of God; but the children of the pro- 
wiſe are connted for the ſeed. And they are called rhe 
dren of God, becauſe alſo they are borne of God, and 
adopted through the Spiric of his Son: and therefore 
Gogis not aſhamed co be called their God, (as he ſaid _, 
to Abraham, 1 will be thy God, and the God of thy ſeed) For ae! ey. 
be hath prepared for them acitis, . WEE 

Now this ſeed, as God foreknew them all, and had 

choſcn them in Chriſt fro the beginning,and predefti- 

natcd them to be conformedto his image andlikenelle, 

whoare therefore ſaid to be written in the Lambs book 

.of life, from the foundation of theworld, And as he ſe- 

uered them by promiſe from the ſeed of the Serpent: 

ſo from time to cime,:hee calleth them , and 

whom he calleth , hee iuſtifieth, and whom he iuſti- 

feth, them alſo he 0896-7" He hath not done theſe 

things to all. The ſeed of the Serpentneuerhadany of 

theſe priuiledges, God neuerchoſe them in Chriſt;nor 

predeſtinated them to be conformed co his image, nei- 

ther were they eucr written in the Lambs booke of life 

from the foundation of the world; neither did God e 

uer promiſe to call, uſtifie,and glorifie them, or any of 

them: therefore God neuer alrered his purpoſe, nor 

changed his word or pen as ſome ignorantly ima- 

ine ; bur there hath been eucrenmitie betweene the 

Red of the ſerpent and theſeed of the woman, euen 

from the dayes of Cain and Abel to this preſent, and 
| ſhall be tothe end, according ro the word of the Lord; 
| though they beinlightned;; atid caſte as much of che 
good word of Ged,as cicher Civ or the Jewes did. God 
| victh threarnings (oftrimes) to bring thar ſeed (which 
| hepromiſedto call) torepentance, he giueth them re- 
| pentancehe promiſeth grace tothe repentant,ina ſpe-' 
| callparticularmaner, he MS” -+2 faith" alſo tore-' 
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ceme it's he'promiſerh likewiſe faluation foo Hee 
_ tortheſe beleeuers; he admoniſheth-themy becauſe! 
' (of themſelues) are apt tofall, yea and would fall and 
periſh, if they ſtood. by their owne ſtrength 1 if » God 
didnot ſiiſtaine them, and had-not ordered and difpo« 
fed of all things for their ſaferie and wel being ;zhe cons 
mandeth them:to watch: and to pray, and he-giueth 
themhisSpirit, which helpech theirinfirmitiesg- wichs 
 outthe which they know not what to askeyand'it ma« 
keth requeſt ynto God forthem with fighsand grones 
which cannot be expreſtz” not becauſe they may yer'pe- - 
rſh} but becauſe they ſhould: not periſh; and' for that 
they are-weake and apt-to fall,and grieue the Spirit; He 
alſo:chaſteneth them ,--not for their hurt; nor:in his 
 wrath,: but that they ſhould not be: condemned with 
theworld. And becauſe God hath apppinted:them- to 
be boly,and1o;toſaluation; therefore he hath appoin: 
tedall theſe things, For ashe (before the world was) 
purpoſed to ſaue them, | ſp! likewiſe:.did he:determine 
of the way, and meanes whereby to ſaue.them,/: and 
the:meanes41s as-certaine as his decree, vl nc 212 ds 
. And Gods pronuſes concerning hfe ecernal(to ſpeake 
properly)are-not ypon any conditions,though he doth 
ſecme ſo to, propole them to, the world, 'but they are 
abſolutely free, without any condition of our parcs. ; Ic 
is txue, God will ſauce none, but ſuch asrepent andibe- 
lecue his Golpell, bring forth fruite;endure to the; end, 
&c, yet thele are not;condvions,'' fot God gineth all 
theſe things cohis elec; asfreely as he gaue Chriftvn- 
them, he conformethi them hereby to+the image: of 
Chriſt; elſe,grace andfaluation:were of due debt;by de- 
{ert, whichto reach,is erroneousandAntichriſtian;:: a3 -. 
| And Sroongh God didele&men.in Chriſt from the 
foundation of che world, yet did not the;Ele& fall from 
their EleQion, inthe fall of Adam, neither did: Adens 
humſclte loſe hus.EleQion.by. bis fall, (as they:would ins 
icr thereupons) for: Gods EleRion was riot:of: mnan, 
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-confideredinhis!hnindeendtg; bur bln; {ſoreſeune® 
flletizandrhereforeithey are faid'eo becheſen(ih | 
who wasto'bea renerciternadlaiteticatina nets/afid 
not for innocent perſons/ So tharthe vbie&ion of theity, 
which ſay, if the Blet catmorfaltout 6fG odefaadun, 
then didnot all falbini few ; Wfthe: elec cannicr fall 
from their eleQion, then hauc nooalt ſiafied;"is very 
carnall and-wicked;muchk hkevntorlatof the Saduces, 
which ſaid, #/boſe wife ſball /b+ be inthe” Reſwerebti wh 
like foales; knew-norchat ir rherefarre@ion, th Fe 
ther marry, nor giue itt marrih ©80they bein $904 
rant of the wiſedomeandforeknowtee bref God; pins 
out;:-If the ele cannot fall from ere; rhen 
hage not all finned:: And are as:bould;' and: thinks 
chemſclues aſwell armed hereby againſt che certainty 
and continuance of:Gods election , as the Saduces 
thoupht:themitlnes againſt»che! refurre&ionj»when 
they camein reac b>ary; ropoſe Chritt, Bur Fomir 
theirfriuolousobie&tions,: asnorhauing anycoltour of 
realon,. becauſe. alfo-we- hall hae oculnet! to cleere 
thoſe chings hercafrems , vol, \s 4 q Vn YI Ta 
- Thusas wettiaus faid; "God firſtywbliſhbcly his © Goſ- 
p: II, nds all doe enioy ſome bEnefic chereby, many are 
inhghtacd by it, and aremade penkens ſome com: 


moni gifts of che Sp irit,.:but few are ma oy of 
thoſe vACEP are fortidite: whd pecutiar} YAtidichys is the 
order: which God doth GA Pos callns; fan@Hitying; 


ant ſaningiothisclecd:! Firlt; afrerithey- Gaglighencd 
to:know-lusrrurth;; he calleth chem irwa'fp cialf maner 
ro. repentance» then,intheſecondplace'bya more/ex- 
cellene,gittof: abe;Spirir.che mitificeh: che repentanc 
ſoule from his Hnbes {anQifierly hyshtwvr' "ne 
tht, thudly'p NOW! mro' Chri 
theirhead,, peers; ers. him; av bufore-the 
haug deſcribed: :; And theſe:arethe: 


thecrees of rightcouſacs.whichhthe Seri 


cripeuros ſpeak of. 


ontictyd: God, Eſa.61.;. 


Godiubthurbandmanycandckiniorie niadcr" of bis 151, 15.2. 


[ 


F3. Ne kts 


3s charman thae hath par iall 

nies andtreaſures of lite, foron ſuch tlie ſecond death 
all haue no power. | 1 fit $9 YI 

Thus haue-we proued that whoſocuer , is borne 

from aboue of water and the Spirit, Tuſtified by faith in 

Chriſt, whoſe names are written in the booke of life frs 

the foundation of the world, ſhall neuer fall. away, nor 

haue their names razed out of the booke of life againe, 

| And that God doth neuer alter his purpoſe or promiſe, 

A - butthatall his decrees and promiſes ſhall ſurely come to 


palle. | 

; -. Their fift point. t 

.- That there is no Original ſme, but that all children 

all maner of people in the world, as well heathens, Jnfidels, 

 Jdolaters, worſvippers of Dinels, all kind of blaſphemers, for- 
wicators,& uncleane perſons whatſoener, (a4 of the faithful) 
are free from all pollution of finne, both in the conception aud 
birth ; and dying before yo rg dtuall frunes, ave (ancd, 

af | | 


___ truth is, (though to our ſhame and ſorrow it 
may be ſpoken ) that ſin hath taken hold of all the 
whole poſterity of mankind,: and allare corrupted by a 
perpetuallſced of generation orignially from eFdam,ſo 
that euery child of man, that is borne of fleſh, as well of 
the faithfull, as of the vnfaithfull, is by nature, the child 
of pollution and wrath, and dying vnregenerate, per- | 
riſherh from the glory of God, and fromthe ioy 'of his 
preſence for evermore, |, ole 01 
. - This we neede not nowro tand to argue(for befides 
the manifold teſtimonies of Gods word which teſtific 
againſt vs, long and lamencable expexence hath ſuffi- . 
cently proued1t, ) anddorh dayly proueitvntovys; ſs 

thar pike more needtomeurnefor-our ſclucs in re- 
| | gard 
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- - ” vpon! children ( aswell as vpon men of yearcs) were: 


__  gardof the enill rhat is ſowne inour'natures thereby, 
and to weepe for our children alſo, 'which are bred and; 
borne of vs ( as Chrift charged che daughtersvof Feruſa- 

| lemto oy oy rout ew. and fortheir children) chen 

' to ſtand to diſpute the points, or once co queſtion, 

wherher it be fora: Neairibely to ſtop the mouches: 

of ſuch as doe deny it, we fay, that when Adam linned,) 
all nned together with him, becauſe all mankind were! 
thenin him ; and therefore when God caſt Adewour of 

Paridice, he caft all his poſteritie our of Paracice with 

him z; and when Godcurſed the earch, he curſed ienot 

Pri 079 alone, bur all chat were to cothe'of him, 

_ _ aswell yong as 01d ; which-proueth, that as the ewrfe 

and puniſhment for thelinne z ſo the finneirſelfeclaue' 

vnto them, and continueth from generation'to gene- 
ration inthem zelſerhe manifold miſleries which were 


oy 


 vniuſt, Why ſhould God ſhut chiem ourof Paradice,and 
not reſtore them thither againe, ſoſoone as they were 
borne, there to haue the {ame free liberty to eate ofthe 
. tree of life, xs Adame-had before he fell? why ſhould God: 
exact at their hands, firſt ſo ſoone ws they haueany ca 
pacitie, the perfedt righteouſneſle' of the Eaw, ' vpor 
paine of dont ( asye confelle) if they had eaten! with 
. Adam,of the tree of knowledge of good andeuill? why 
 - ſhouldthat fiery two'edged fword'be ſet to keepe from 
_ _themalfotheway of the rree of life # and why are rhey- 
ſubie& to all the calamitiesrhat came vpon the carth;, 
by the fin of eAdem if they fell not with him? why 
ſhould God conſumethem all withrtheir parentsin the 
| daycs of Noeeb, by the floud, ſome in the wombe; ſome: 
' mthe birth, and ſome tiewly borne, if cthey-had beene- 
_ cleane*'fromy all pollucions of linne> would nor God 
haue ſpared chem, and che'world fortherr ſakes 2 And: 
' why did God then deſtroy the cities of Sodome and 
Gomorha,' and nor fpare them” as he promiſed” Abre- + 
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haw to dor, if he found ten righteous: 


eas ea 2 OS eo ar res IL a * Mes. 5 A ons. * od LOS , 
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1.Cor.7.14, 


Gcn.1,2.8, 


AQ1 7.26.29, 


Gen. 1,24, 


3 ' A DiſturieeftheZrrers 
befreefrom allpollutian of finne,they are nor no 
trousand wicked; and-ifithey may beccalled holy, they. 
may:rbelcalled righedout: Elſe were your children wnclane, 
(ſaith P al) but now arethiyboly. Asalſo,if vnclean;then 
ollutedzas were the childrep-of tlie Sodamites (doubt-. 
Jalle) abouciallehr.crids of the world: Andſo. did God; 
LIudgeiof. allrhe world). doe-right; in rooting our, 


: wa | 


wicked generationz:\as he did alſo the other of the 


old world... When Adars fell, he!did-notonly.agmmir a; 


faulty but by theſame-histaulr , henor.only broughr 
vpon himlelfe death-and:ivrach, bur fell 1fito agulie;of 


pollution and wickednelſc,horkioulc.and bode, Nays: . 


when he receiued grace; ie; did rior r1d [and free: hum. of, 
that |\natutall corruption, -whereato:the whole atan, 
was plunged , --inſormuchashe;could not increafe and 
mulaply; bur allthe intreaſe. that came of himy mult, 
necellatily-be,ofghe, famenarure that he was, 'both-boe- 
ciesandſpirits. For, ta what, did God: {ay,. lworenſe and, 
multiply, and replemiſhthe earth &6': was itito a lengeles 


body, not hauing (the breath of life, ,or, was, it ro-the; 


whole man/in, whom/God hadibreathed.che breath, of, 
life, who, wasthereby madea living! ſoule ?. Ic 15 rye, 


the Spirig1strom heauen,of God chat gaueit,and theres, | 


fore (eſpecially) is xAdaws called, The Son of God: and.all 
mankind. are fajd.to be.the ofſpring of God ; not that 


Geddoth breath:in, every pexticulax.child ofman,in.che; | 


wombe,; the breath of life immediately from hamſclie;, 
in the fame maner, as be did-yntg Adem,; Nay herdidit 
then once for all,,inſomnch asif God had executed his 
wſticeon Adam, immediately ypon. his tranſgreſtion;; 


weall had becne hidand had peryſhr in.him-borhſpirics - 


and, bodies; whereas, he bcing ſpared, brougha forch - 


i. 


and repleniſhe; thecearch <1ſeman were: inferior. gg.all 


creatures, ./We reade: that God created cuery, thing.tq_ 


haue ſecede initfelfe, according ro his kind, and all 
ruresdo'(weſce) 
the-wotd and, 
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forth, he pane power by the ſawe. his\word;«co"rhe 
creatures he had made ( through: themeaneshe had 
ordained)to doe their office he had ſet them in." Euery 
tree hath it ſeed in it ſelfe,the ſeed being ſowne in the 
earth,increaſeth to roote, and then to branches, and af+ 
terward bringeth forth fruir, or ſeed againe; -nothing 
differing from the ſeed that was firſt ſowne,: And as.an! 
euill tree bringeth forth ſeed as euill as ir ſelfe; fo dorh 
man beget and bring forth as euill and corrupt as him- 
{elte, For ſo ſaith /ob, For how can acleane thing come out 
of that which is unclean ? And Daxid faith of himſelfe, ** i 
that he was ſhaped in iniquitie,' and in finne his mothey Pſalm 5ris, 
Conceined bim , If the fountaine from whence Danid 
came, was vncleane, how could he be cleane? That 
which moued Daxid to call this to-minde, was not fo 
much ahy thing concerning hismother, as himſelfe; 
the apprehenſion of his owne preſenti{inne he was faln 
into, which he was now lamenting and confclling be- 
fore God, vrged him to call tomind his firſt beginning, 
and in his confeſſion to charge himfelfe with foal cuen 
from che time that his mother firſt conceiued him, and 
confellech the ſame alſo to his owneſhame and confu- 
lion, thereby co cur off all good opinion of himſelfe;as 
touching his originall firſt eftate, which he had by his 
_ naturall conception and firſt birth , the more to.con- 
' firme varo his ſoule the. neceſlitie of the ſecond nevws- 
birth from aboue. For he knew that: Adam by his inne 
had not only polluted himſelfe in ſoule:and bodie,and 
. was fgllen-from his firſt integritie of nature .and blefled 
eſtate hewas in , but that Je {ame euill ſeed. ( which 
then was ſowne in the heart of Adam) hath brought 
forth ſo;great increaſe,that it hath polluced -and made 
, yacleane the hearts and natures of all tharcomeot him. 
As alſo anocher teſtifieth, {ayin g5 Tbe grame of exill ſeed 4.Eſdcas. 
was ſowne in the heart of Adam from the beginning, ana how 
much ungodlineſſe hath it brought up vuto ths time and how 
much ſhall it yet bring forth ontill the tim of threſhing come: 
tov fo | G  Ponaer 


, 
3 


'$ 


9 A Di[conerie of the Errors 
' Ponder now with thy ſelfe, bow great frait of wickedneſſe,the 
© graine of evill ſeed hath brought forth ; «nd when the eares 
ſhall be cut downe, bow great a floore ſhall they fill? In which 
words this holy Prophet plainly ſheweth, that their firſt 
ainc, namely,the lin which was firſt ſowne in Adams 
| F150) Be is,the original root and firſt ground of all 
ſin, that hath ſprung vp & ſhall ſpring vp 1m the hearts 
_ of all his pofteritic to the worlds end,and fo of all their 
miſery; and therefore he ſaith againe , Oh thow Adam, 
what haſt then done? for though it was rho that haſt ſinned, 
' thou art not falne alone, but we all that come of thee. The 
very fame alſo doth Saint Pexl afhrme,(hauing ſpoken, 
and being ſpeaking of the reconciliation,grace,and life 
etcrnall, which is by the death and life of Chriſt onely 
attainable) wherefore ſaith he, As by one man ſin entred 
p0n pe hotkey into the world, and death by fin, and ſo death paſſed vpon alt 
is oy. men, in whom all men haze fixed , and 1o forward, ſetting 
ir downe,not as a thing in- queſtion, but as wel known, 
ſhewing that as by-one, cuen Adam, ſinne entred into 
the hearts of all men, and death is paſſed ypon them, 
for that all (by that meanes) haue ſinned : lo grace and 
life,is by one, cuen Chriſt ,, and none ſhall hue, bur by 
him. And that not any one man whatfoeuer, old or 
yong, male or female, ſhall cucrenter into life, except 
he be changed from that he is by nature, by a heauen- 
ly power of race through the Spirit; Chriſt himſelfe 
tully ratifieth and confirmeth, faying ; Yerily I ſay vnuts 


- 


Job.3-3. thee, except 4 manbe borne againe, be cannot ſee the kingdom 
of God. And againe the ſecond time, Yervly, verily, I ſay 
vers, wnto thee, except a manbe borne of water and-the Spirit, be 


Cannot enter into the kingdome of God, Meanin g by a man, 

' euery child of man, (w:thout exception).of what age 

or {ex ſoeuer,it he be one conceiued and borne of fleſh,. 
he muſt be borne againe of water and of the Spirit, or 
elic he cannot be ſaucd.. Meaning by water,a heauenly 
power, whereby the heart, which is. naturally (cuen 
trom the birth) hard and ſtubburne,. being ſeaſoned 

GY. . with: 


| 


-_ __uedand made meeke and tender as waterz and by the 


' 6s borne into the world. 


—  -- 
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with Adems (inhe,ceuen from the conception, is diſſol- 


ſpirit, a heauenly gift of the holy Ghoſt, which comfor- 
teth his tender heart, and brings ynto it from God (in 
and through Chriſt) peace and ioy vnſpeakable z and 
that children are capableof this,in and from the womb, 
ſer the babe which ſprang in. his mothers wombe for 
1oy, give teſtimonie, And if any ſhall ſay, Chrift doch 
. not call: a child(new borne) #14#; let him reade theſe 
| words of Chriſt : A woman when ſhe trawaileth bath ſorrow 
becau(e ber hoxre # nigh; but as ſoone as ſhe is delinered of Toh.16.11, 
the child,ſhe remembreth no more the paine, for ioy that a man 


Tf children dying before they commit aQuall ſinne 

are ſaued, becauſe they haue no _ pollurion of Abſerdities, 
finne,(as theſe filly men ſay) chen Chriſt died not for 
children, neither was he promiſed ynto them, noryet 
are they ſaued by him, bur by their owne innocenciez 
and fo this promile , - The Seed of the woman ſhall bruiſe 
the ſerpents head, belonged only to Adamand Exah, and 
not toany of their children , becauſe they were to be 
| borneall innocents, without ſinne. Theſe, with many 
_ other abſurdities will follow from this their dod@rine. 
But it is an error,as their other points arezand therefore 
_ error muſt needs be the conſequence of it. If one ſhould 
aske theſe men, at what age a child may commit an a- 
Quall finne,whereby it doth loſe it innocencie and per- 
fe&tion of nature; and then at what age it is capable of 
the new birth;and alſo why the luſt or thought of euill 
 intheheartzas well as an act of euill, may not taketheir 
 jnnocencie and vertue of nature from them .' Ir is 
much to be maruelled, what anſwers they would make. 
| Buttoleaue them to better conderations, hoping they 

will now ſee thejr folly, and learne to be wilcr for time 
A 


Gen.3.15, 
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+ Their ſixt point. tl 24M 
That none ought tobe baptiz.ed but ſuch men and women 
of yeares onely,as hawe attained 10 true repentance and'infli.- 


fying faith , being both in the account of the Church and. in 


the fight of God regenerate perſons. ana that the baptiſme of 


children v(+d, is no baptiſme at all , but ts the marke of the 


Beaſt ſpoken of in Rewelat, 13. 


Anſw. 

*He dofrine of the Church: of God, 1s,that not ons . 

ly ſach men and women (of yeares): as haue true 
repentance and iuſtitying faith , but that all which do 
belceue Iefusto be the Chrift, and acknowledge him, 
ſubmirting chemſclues co be:informed and guided by 
his word and Goſpell, may be baptized, thoughras yer 
they neither hauc true repencance nor iuſtitying faith, 
and thar the children of all ſuch may be baprized, 
That ſuch as haue true repentance & witifying fairh 
may be baptized, it 1s granted of all men ( without 
any turther con(ideration) to be paſt all queſtion 5 but 
it 4s euidenc there may be ſuch, who yet (notrwithſtan« 
ding)may-not lawfully be baptized,  Corneline , :Lydiay 
and the Eunuch,were true worſhippers of God, as the 
Spirit teſtifierh ot them , and therefore.had both true 
repentance & wmſtitying faith before:they knew Chrift 
ro be come 1n the ficſh, yertheſe might not be bapti- 
zed till chey did know and acknowledge Chriſt to be 
came 1n the fleſh, and thar Icfus Chriſt washe $ bur 
Chriſt being maniteited vnto them, the Scriprures con-. 
cerning him-being vnfolded ; and-God opening their 


| hearts co arrend ynto the ſame, ard they beleeun g the 


truth chereot,were baptized, being now (of all other) 
the meereſt perſons therefore; For we are'to knowgthat 
when Chriſt came 1ngo the world, he found.the people _ 

in {euerall conditions; ſome(though but few)yery.crue: 
Itrachites, who had both repentance and iuſtifyin o faith | 


| beforp Chriſt , as couching his perſonall appearing 


IN. + 


of the Anabaptiffs. 53 
in the fleſh, was known vnto them as Simeon, Nathaniel, 
thoſe before named and others; For the ſame way to 
ſaluation that isnow, was euer, euen from the dayes 
of Abell, and ſhall beto the end ; as repentance from 
dead workes, and faith rowards God &c. And ſome 

oore repentant {inners and theſewere few alſo; which 
[:ad not yet Tuſtitying faith, buronely travelling vnder 
the burthen of their lins,did much deſire:to berelejued. 
Such were thoſe poore,which are ſpoken of,the bruiſed 
and heauy laden, Sicke, loſt, dead, &c. And others 
were they, that had neither repentance,nor faith,asthe 
multirudes of the Tewes, and of the whole world: and 
ro theſe ſeuerall forrs of people, the Goſpell was prea- 


chedin ſeuerall maners. To the firſt ſort, that Chriſt Hex 3: 


was now come, euen the meſſenger of the' couenant; 
whom they deſired in their hearts'to ſee and heare, as 
. one chad ſpiricually dwell in their hearts already, 
theſe, belceuing, were baptized. To the:ſecond- was 
preached, that Chrift1s come, and alſo thatthe glad 
 tidingsof peace, and reconciliation with God, in him, 
did belong to:them, 1n particular, and therefore Chriſt 
callech theſe, particularly, faying, Come onto we all ye fc. 
| Againe, The Soune of man vs come to ſrehe and fave that 
which zs loſt, ec. Thepoore hane the Goſpell preached unto 
them: and theſe beleeying and acknowledging Chriſt, 
were baptized. Andro the other third fort, Chriſt was 
not tobepreached in any ſuch ſpeejalpeculiar manner, 
as to the former, bur more generally, as namely, that 
Chriſt is come 1n the fleſh &&o: andthat repenrance and 
remiſſion of finnes is granted in his name ; ſo that who- 
 ſocuer doth repent and belecue the Goſpell, ſhalbe ſ:- 
| ved: Now they that did belecue, and accknowledge 
_ thetruth of chele things ;' as /adas, the many diſciples 
-mentioned inthe fourth and tixrt of '/oby, rhe thornie 


and ſtony ground, Simon Magns, with many orhers, 


were, and might lawfully be baptized, though they 
had.not yer true repentance, nor A taich, Nay 
(| Wed « It +. 
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A Diſcouerit of the Errors 
it is manifeſt that neither Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, ' did 
reiet any from the outward baptiſme, for the wane 
thereof, ſo as they did belecue, and outwardly ſubmit 
themſclues, to the dodrine of the Goſpell. Yet neuer. 
theles, Chriſt did not, neither did his holy Apoſtles, 
cherevpon Tuſtifie them ; For then neither he,nor they, 
would ( ſo ſoone after ) haue made ſuch exceptions, 
and write ſo ſuſpitiouſly as they did of mavy of them , 
ſaying, Striue to enter inat the ſtraight gate; for many [ 
(ay vnto 08, will ſeck.to enter in,and ſhall not be able, Beware 
of falſe Prophets, which come to you in ſheepes cloathing, but | 
inwardly they are rauening wolues. Enery tree that bringeth 
not foorth good frait, us bewen downe, and caſt into the fire; 
Not enery one that ſaith vnto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 


. the hingdome of heanen, but he that doth the will of my Fa« 


they which i in heanen. 7Many will ſay vnto me in that day, 


* Lord, Lord, hane we not propheſied inthy name, and in thy 


wame caſt ont dinells,and in thy name done many great worker, 
eAnd then will I profeſſe vnto them, 1 nener knew you, depart 
from me yee that worke iniquity. Except ye eate the fleſh of 
the Sonne of man, and arinke his bloud, ye bane no life in you, 
But there are ſome of you that beleene not. All theſe things 
Chriſt ſpake vnto his Diſciples, who though they did 
belecue,& were baptized,yet they had not (al of them) 
eaten of his fleſh, and drunke ofhis blond; all did nor 
beleeuec in him vnto 1wſtification of life,all brou ghr not 
forth good fruit; And therefore he ſaith, No man can 
come wvnto me except it be given himof my Father. eAnd 
branch that beareth ot fruit in me, he taketh away 
And exery branch that beareth frait,he purgeth it, that it 
may bring forth more fruite, $Sothat men may beleeucaf- 
ter a generall maner, and be baptized, and be (in ſome 
ſort) branches in the vine,in regard of the outward pro- 
fellion thereof, receiue great gifts, doe wonderfull 
workes,in the name of Chriſt, and yet not become to 
Chriſt, not haue the faith of Chrift, which wſtiferh, 
not beatefruitin him, Andi will cometo paſle, that 
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in the day of iudgement, he will fay vato them, Depere Mah. 
from me ee that worke iniquity, I nextr know yee, And the 
Apoſtles (allo) writing to the Churches of their times, 
 whereall were belecuers, and baptized, (and that law. 

_ fully) fay, that (ſuch among them) as had not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, were none of his; and doe charge ſome 
_. ofthemto beearnall and contentious, ftriuing abour 

their outward baptiſme, ſome will be of Pa#l, ſome of 1.Cor.3.4. 

( ephas, ſome of Apollo, and ſome of Chriff, Asifthis 

baptiſme, and the worchinelle of the perſon, by whom 

they were baprized, did make them happy, and ſome 

of them, betterthen other. Some againe there were, 

that did ſet light by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, & eſteemed 

better of ſome other falſe Apoſtles; Some wereyncleane 

laſcmuious perſons, 7 feare cfaich Paxl ctoſome) that when ;,Corrs x0) *' 

1 come, 1 ſhall not find you ſuch as I would, and that 1 ſhall 

be found vnto you ſuch as you would not, Examine your (elues 2.Cor.13.5, 

(faich he) whether ye bein the faith, Prone yout ſelnes, know 
Je not your owne ſelnes,that leſus Chriſt ts in you, except yo 

be reprobates. By which it is euident, thar men may be- 
leeue, and be baptized, andyer not be in the faith of 
Chriſt, ndt know Chriſt: co be in chem, whuch (to 
know ) is the faith that Chriſtians muft haue, if they 
be not teprobates, Againe; ſome they charged wich the 
want ofthe knowledge of God ; And ſome chat denied- 
the reſurreion of the dead; And ſome that made their 
belly their God, and minded earthly things ;z ſome to 
be falſe Apoſtles, falſe teachers, ſuctras caught herelies, 
ſome talſe brethren; ſome coucrous perſons, ſome hi- 
pocrites; ſome that raiſed needlelle queſtions about the 
Law; ſome that caught circumciſion neceilary ro ſal- 
uation, andthar Chriſtians muſt be circumciſed, or 
they could not beſaued ; ſome were whiſperers, Back- 

| biters ; ſome were louers of pleaſures, more then Jouers 

| ef God, treacherous, high minded, yea;-and what not; - 
| Andyerall beleeuers, and Lawfully baptized, and were 
1n the Churches, cucn in the Apoſtles rimes,bur _ 8 ; 


WH 


gs A Diſcouerie of the Errors 
approued of them, as ſome others were; They did noe 
2ccount of allwhom they baptized, to haue true repens 
rance, and Tuſtifying faith, neither before they bapti- 
zed them, nor after, for they knew, thar it neuer was, 
nor could be ſo, ſome would proue falſe in heart, and 
in ſome the grace of God did not yet appeare, vnto 
wſtification z therefore they ſenſured none, rill they 
ſaw iuſt cauſe,neither did they wſtifie any, till they ſaw 
proofe of their faith, burthen chey did, ro borh rheixr 
comforts and conſojations Nay, when they ſaw great 
cauſe of feare and ſuſpition of many, yet they vſed 
ſtrong arguments and perſwaſions to bring them ts 
repentance, as we {ee how they both ſpake, and write, 
They did not cafily reiet any, no not an Hereticke, 
, without twiſe or thriſe admonition 5, And when Simon 
Magus diſcoucred himfclfe, to be in the gall of bitrer- 


nes, and that Peter ſaw his heart wasnot right in the. 


ſight of God, yer Peter caſt him nor off, but ſaid vnto 
him, Repent thy ſclfe therefore of thy wickeanes, and pray 
God, If perhaps the thoughts of thine heart may be forginen 
thee. 


Now if this was the eſtate of the Church in the dayes 


of-Chriſt and his Apoſtles, how may we thinke it can 


be better now(nay)but whe we ſtrine ro make it better 
we make,it worſe. Asconcerning the inward eftate,the 
gifts of the Spirit, and power, that then were in the A- 
Poſtles and taithfull ſeruants of Chriſt, both in the res 
{pet of the Adminiſtration of the word, grace of life 
and peace, and workes of righteonſnes,.I am ſure we all 
come ſhorr of: and ſhall we thinke to outftrip them in 
the outward ? Nay,doubtles, I would we could(therein) 
Þur compare with them, ſo we did alſo pertake of ſome 
of their inward graces; otherwiſe the outward can doe 
vs ſmall pleaſure. [t 18an cuident figne, that where there 
.3s much contending about the outward forme,excernall 
waſhings, and ſuch like, the 3nward purification of the 
heart js little thought of, ; | 
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faith was not; and 
and baptiſme, did but make a Chriſtian ourwardly, as 
_ the outward profeſſion and circumciſion of the lewes 


| have ſinned in Adam, and that death ispalled 
for that all hauc ſinned in him, being polluted from 


- Sothen,' as concerning 'the outward eſtate of the 
Church, we conclude, that as from-the beginning: 
there was Cain,a belecuer and facrificer, as was Abe, 
though Abel had wſtifying faith, and nor Ceiz;: and 
as Iſhmael was circumciſed as well as 1/a4s.,; though-16- 
mact might nor inherite the heauenly promiſes aswell. 


as ſave; and as inthe Church of the lewes from time 


to time, all that acknowledge that true God and his 
word, and did ſubmit them{clues to the outward ordi- 
nances of the law, were circumcifed, and were Tewes 


outwardly, though but few were Lewes inwardly,and 
_ circumciſed-in heart : fo was it in thedayes of Chriſt 
andhis Apoſtles, fo is itnow, and ſo ſhall it be to'the 


end; Chriſt himſelfe went neuer about to- alter this, 
but both he and-his Apoſtles baptized thoſe thar'did 
belecue,and acknowledge himzand ſubmit themſclues 
to. be informed by his word, thoughthey had not yer 
either true repentance, or juſtifying faith .. For they. 
knew, that ſuch a beliefe and profeſlton, as made men 
meet for outward baptiſme, "(16 be,where mſtifying 

iharboch, that, beliefe, profeſſion, 


did but make a Jew outwardly; andno better did chey 
1udge, .or conclude of any, but when. theylaw berter 
cauſe. 1G eff: ooiortifn eredr 5177 
Now concerning the baptizing of children, (which 

2 iy is no baptiſme at all, bur-dv- call it the -uarke 
of the Beaſt,) we affirme that the children of all ſuch 
belecuers (as may themſclues be baptized) may alſo be 
cized, and that it is not,nor cat be the marke of the 


Beaſt ſpoken of, but js true outivard bapriſme..Firſt,to 


auoid many of their-yaine and idle obieions, and that 


we may come the more clecrer to che point ,/letvs re- 


member chat ir is ſufficiently proued alr . that all 
d on all, 


- 
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cheir very conceptions; and thar (therefore).there is a 


. 
5$ 


neceſſitie of a new birth-from aboue z' of water and of 


cheSpirit,as wel tothe yongeſt man of dayes orhoures, 
as to theeldeſt man of yeares; So that' whoſocuer'is 
borne of the fleſh; he muſt be borne again, from aboue 


of the Spirit, cicher ſooner or larer, if he be ſaued; and: 


that,although repentance andfaith beche parts of this 
newbirth, and that repentance hath theſe parts(where- 
by it is expreſt in men of yeares,) ſorrow for linne,' 
confeſſion 'of finne, and defire of pardon,'(as wehaue 
before defined;) and that juſtifying faich (which is'the 
other part of this new birth)be an atſurance or full per- 


ſwaſion wrought in the repentant heart by the Spmit; 


of the forgiuenelle of his finnes and reconciliation with 


God in Iefus Chriſt;aswehaue alſo definiediit; I-ſay, in 
men of yeares; who alſo do confeſſe with the mouth, 


as it is written, With the heart man belteneth unto righre- 
owſueſſe, and with the month confeſſion is made vnto alias 
tion; yet (neuertheleſſe) the true nature of both theſe 


arts of the new birth ,” may be in another maner defi- 


ned,and till remaine the ſame in ſubſtance; as the firſt 
parr is called in Scripture, A heart of fleſh, an;hwmble aud 
contrite heart, a broken heart ; and Saint Parfealleth it, 


the fleſbly tables of tbe heart; in which regard it is called, 
the baptiſme of water,and the birth of water; which we de- 


fine thus, namely, that it is a ſpeciall effe& or workin 


of the holy Ghoſt ,” whereby the hearc (which is natu- 
rally hard and ſtubburne, euen from the birth) is: made 
ſoft and tender as water, or as fleſh is in compariſon of 4 


ſtone,thar ſo it may receiue the impreſſion of the grace 
and loue of God. The fecond art, "which 1s:called the 
baptiſme of the holy Ghoſt and the birth of the Spirit, we de- 


fine,to be a ſpeciall gift of rhe Spirit alſo, but more'ex- 


cellent, which writeth and fealerh-in the ſoft and tens 
der heart of fleſh, grace and peace from God in 
Chriſt, andfilleth ic with heauenly comfort' and ioy, 


like 


Ee. 


like vnto that: which4s ſaid of Jebwi(being.in his mo- 
_ thers womb) when. the voice of the\falutarion of Mary 
ſounded in the carcs of: Elizabeth,.T be habe leaped in her 
womb for io9; which (doubtle{le).was cauſed bythe Spi- 
'rit of Chriſt, in the ſoule.of the child,” Now in this ſort, 
children are capable of: both:the.pares,, -and-ſo- of the 
whole new birth, which-in: them 15 no other an nature, 
but the very'{ame which is:10 men of: yeares, (though 
it be not oucwardly {o expreſt, as we: may percciue 
by the words of Pas to the faichfull of the'Church 
of Corinth: Foraſmnch (faith he) as yo" are manifeſtly de> 
clared tobe the Epiſtle of Chriſt, muniſtred by us ; written 
_ wot with inks, but with the Spirit of the lining God:; not is 
gables of tone, but inthe flefoly tables of the heart:For as the 
law of death was written in tables of ſtone, | and all the 
hard and ſtonie hearts of the whole poſteritie of Adam, 
not onely.might,but alſo did;and doe receiue;eucn. in 
their very conceptions, a deepe-impreſſion'thereof:.f0 
onthe contrary, the lar of the Spirit-of-life, which is in 
Chriſt Teſus,cuer was, 1s, and 1s to be, written in hearts 
of fleſh, ſoft and tenderhearts, and in no other. And 
therefore it was, that God did. promiſe to take'away 
from hisele& the hard/and ſtonie heart, and to giue 
. them ahearr of fleſh,an humble and broken heart, -be- 
. cauſe hispleaſure and promiſe 1s,to dwell with ſuchaxto 
reuiue and comfort them, andno-other. Andtoſpeake 
plainly (howſocuer perhaps ſore doe otherwiſe con- 
 ceiue)1t is not our act of belecuing that doth ituftifievs, 
bur it is the frge gift of grace,ſealed in ourhearts by the 
Spirit of Chriſt, whereby Godiuſt afieth-vs;which grace 
and Spirit, is the cauſe of our a&.of belecuing,or taith, 
by which we are ſo often ſaid inScripturezto be tuſtt- 
fied, where the effet is named for the caute; by reaſon 
it is thereby made apparent vato vs; as alſo (in another 
ſenſe)we are ſaid to.be wſtified by works becauſe works 
do demonſtrate and make mangle our faith to ethers, 
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their very conceptions; arid thar (therefore) there is a 


neceſſitie of a new birth'from aboue ,' of water and of 


che Spirit,as wel tothe yongeſt man of dayes orhoures, 
25 to the eldeſt man' of yeares; So that' whoſocuer' is 


borne'of the fleſh; he muſt be borne again, from aboue: | 


of the Spirit, eicher ſooner or larer, ihe be ſaued; and: 
that,alchough repentance andfaith be he parts of this 
new birth, and that repentance hath theſe parts(where- 
by it is expreſt in men of yeares,) ſorrow for linne,/ 
confeſſion 'of finne, and defire of pardon, (as we haue 


| before defined;) and that iuftifying faith (which is'the | 


; other part of thisnew birth) be an atfurance or full per- 
ſwaſion wrought in the repentant heart by the Spmat, 
of the forgiuenelle of his finnes and reconciliation with 


God in Iefus Chriſt; as we haue alſo defined-it; I-ſay, in. 
 menof 'yeares; who alſo do confeſlſe with the mouth, 


as it is written, With the heart man beleeneth onto righre- 
ouſueſſe, and with the month confeſſion is made vnto ſalnas 
tion; yet (neuertheleſſe) the true nature'iof both thele 


arts of the new birth ,* may be in another maner defi- 


ned,and ſtill remainetheſame in ſubſtance; as the firſt 
part is called in Scripture, A heart of fleſs, an;hnmble aud 


contrite heart, a broken heart ; and Saint Pa#fealleth it, 


the baptiſme of water,and the birth of water; which we de- 
fine thus, namely, thar it 1s a ſpeciall effe& or working 


of the holy Ghoſt ,” whereby the hearc (which is natu- 
rally hard and ſtubburne, cuen from the birth) 1s made. 


ſoft and render as water, or asfleſh is in compariſon of 4 
ſtone,thar ſo it may receiue the impreſſion of the grace 
and loue of God. The fecond part, "which is:called the 
baptiſme of the holy Ghoſt and the birth of the Spirit, we de- 
fine,to be a ſpeciall gift of the Spirit alſo, but more'ex- 
cellent, which writeth and fealerh-in the ſoft and tens 
der heart of fleſh, grace and peace from God in 
_ Chriſt, andfilleth it with heauenly comfort” and io) 


c 


the fleſoly tables of tbe heart; in which regard 'it is called, 
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ike vnto that which-is ſaid of Jobw.(being.in:his mo- 
 thers womb) when the voice of the'ſalutarion of Mary 
ſounded in cle cares of: Elizabeth, T be habe leaped in her 
womb for ioy; which (doubtletle).was cauſed bythe Spi 
it of Chriſt, in the ſoule of the child,' Now-in this ſort, 
children are capable of. both-the-parts,, and-ſo. of the 
whole new birth, which-in chem 15no other in nacure, 
but the very\ame which is-1n men of; yeares,:(though 
it be not outwardly {o expreſt,') as we: may.percewue 
by the words of Pax! to the faichfull of che Church 
of Corinth: Foraſwerch (ith he) as yo" are manifeſtly de> 
clared tobe the Epiſtle of Chriſt, muniſtred by us ; written 
wot with inkg, but with the Spirit of the lining God:; net is 
| Sables of fone, but inthe fleſoly tables of the beart-For asthe 
| Jaw of death was written in tables of ſtone, | and all the 
hard and ftonie hearts 'of the whole poſteritic of Hdam, 
not onely.might, but alſo did;and doe receiue;cuen in 
their very conceptions, a deepe impreſſion thereofs.ſ0 
onthe contrary, the law of the Spint-of life, which is in 
Chriſt Teſus,cuer was, is, and 1s to be, written in hearts 
_ of fleſh, ſoft and tenderhearts, and in no other. And 
therefore it was, that God did promiſe to take'away 
from his cle the hard:and Ronie heart, and to giue 
them ahearr of fleſh,an humble and broken heart, | be» 
cauſe hispleaſure and promiſes, to dwell with ſuch,axco 
reuiue and comfort them, and no other. And to ſpeake 
plainly (howſocuer perhaps ſore doe otherwiſe con» 
ceiue)it is not our act of belecuing that doth iuftifievs, 
bur it isthefrge gift of grace, ſealed in our hearts by the 
Spirit of Chriſt, whereby Godiuſt zfiethvs;which grace 
and Spirit, is the cauſe of our a&t. of belceuing,or taith, 
by which we are ſo often ſaid inScripturezto be ruſtt- 
fied, where the effe is named for the caute;; by reaſon 
it is thercby made CFE wrv Ea as alſo (in another 
ſenſe) we are ſaid to be wuſtified by workgbecauſe works 
do demonſtrate and make mo our faith to ethers, 
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is faid ofthe primitiue Church of Romezthat the = 


as it | | 
th bad- (ined throughout the world,” meaning 'by 


my whichare the-effeas of faith. So that Saint:Paxl 


callech the fairhfull cbs Epiſtle of Chrift , not ſo much 
for their a&t of beleeuing , as in reſpe& of the grace of 
God,which was written in their hearts by the Spirit of _ 
Chriſt, by which they did now belecue, and crie Abba, 
Father, as it is written, He hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, which crieth Abba,Father. And for this 
cauſe, the grace of the Goſpell is called, The law of the 
Sperit of life which 6 in Chriſt Ieſws, BY 
-- Theſe things being fo,what-ſhould nowlet,that chil 

dren may not be baptized. Are'they-capable(aswelee) 
of regeneration , and are they-not capable of che ſigne 
thereof? May their hearts be ſanQifed by the Spirir of 


Chriſt, and may notthefilchof their fleſh be wathed of . / 


with water? forthe baptiſme of water,is bntiche dojuy 4« 
way of the filth of the fleſh, as Sainr Peter ſpeaketh 57 euen 


_ as qutward. circumciſion was but rhe. cutting off rhe 


fore-skin of the fleſh, :repreſenting the cutting off the 


hinnez'of the fleſh; the circumciſion of the heart, asalſo | 


baptiſme doth. For the circumcifion,which was the cut 


ting off part of the fore-skir- of the fleſh; and that bap= 


eiſme,or waſhing away the filth! of the fleſh z we doe 
not ſay, that the one was a type of the other, but 
were both types of one truth, (namely) the baptilme _ 
or purification of the heart by faith. So then, if they 

borh aimed arenc thing orend, (as ſhall appeare they 
did;) then it will euidently appearc al{o,thar by vertue 

of what precept the onewaspradctiſtd, by vercue of the 

ſame poo the ocher isto be performed and praQti- 

ſed. Itisalſo ſaid, that whofocuer did omit the praQiſe 

whichthat-precept required; was to be cut off from as 

mong the/people, : that isro- ſay, that ſuch a perſon 

ought not to be acknowledged as'one in the outward 

eſtate ofthe Church then vnderthelaw: ſo proportio- 

mably it will follow, that whac perſon ſocuer, yng oe 
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old, that is not baprized, he is alſo to becut off, (that is) 
not to be accounted or numbred;, in the ourward 
eſtate of Chrifttans, now 'vnder the Goſpell. 
May ſuch belecuers, as are not ſanQified in heart, be 
baptized, (as before is proued Y and may not the chil- 
dren of beleeuecrs be baptized ?Why are the children of 
belecuersfaidto be holy (the children of vabetecuers 
throwout the whole Scriptures are neuer fiid' co be 
holy) deubtleſle it is becauſe they are in heart holy; 
orelſe becauſe they being the children of the faichfall, 
| haueſome promiſe{ as touching the inherirance of life 
belonging to them ) as the children of the faichfullhad 
formerly ; and ſo haue right to enter into the Conpre- 
gation, where the wayes of life are taught, as they x jet 
. by circumciſion, ſo theſe now by bapriſme, thar they 
_ . may be informed in the wayes of the Lord; elfe would 
there be no difference, betweene the children of the 
fichfull, and the childrerr of infidels. So thar, to this 
end, is the vnbelceuing hnsband ſaid, to be fanQified 
to the belecuing wife, and beleeumg wife to thevnbe- 
| leeuing husband ; becauſe ocherwiſe, if theynbeleeuer 
| (inthisregard)werenot ſan&fied to the beleener,then 
were theirchildren vncleane ( that is rofay) as the chit 
dren of infidels, thar haue no promiſe'beldnging two. 
them, bur rather a curſe, and therefore are vncleane, ; 
and may not enter, Iris therefore meete, fecing God 
hach put difference berweene the children of the faich- 
full, andche children of infidels, char chey ſhould be 
diſtinguiſhed from chem, by ſome ourward fizne, con- 
cerning the fame. And whar can tliey hane kelle chen 
\ hapriſme, which can giue tono man any more, then 
the outward name of a Chriftran, as circumcaſion did 
| the outward name ofa Tew. Ir doth neither confer,nor 
 confirme grace to the hearrof any,” n&more then cir- 
' eameciſion did; Tr prouerh that a man is a Chriſtian our- 
- wardly, andir teacheth thac he ſhoaldbe fo inwardly ; 
and ſodid: circamaion, « It po a man.to be a lew- 


gh ; 
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outwardly, and it. taught chat he ſhould be alew in. 
Kanlr=)1e a Chriſtian inwardly, to ſpeake fully asthe _ 
crath is; for euery trueinward Iew, was a true inward 

Chriſtian. And to be circumciſed in heart, was tobe 
baptized or purified in-heart , by faith through the 

Spirit zas alſo to be baptizedin heart,(by faith through - 
the Spirit) is to be circumciſed mm heart ? for ſo doth 7 
Saint Pawl in plaine words affirme, 'writin g'to thoſe | 
Chriſtians, whoſe hearts were ſanQufied by faith, ſaying, ? 
And ye are compleate in him which is the head of ef wary * 


lities and powers, In whom alſo ee are cirenmeiſed \withthe 


circumcifion made without hands,in putting off the body of the 
ſinnes of the fleſb, by the circumciſion of Chriſt, buried with 
bim in baptiſme, wherein alſo ye are riſen with him through | 
the faith of the operation of God,who bath raiſed bin vp from 
the dead, In which words (I ſay) he ſetteth downe ex- 


preſly, that the baptiſme which ſaueth,, the baptiſine n 


whereby we put on Chriſt, the baptilme whereby our  * 
hearts are purged and ſancified, and the finnes of our 
fleſh done away, whereby we are buried with. Chriſt, - 

ddoe riſe with him, cuen that which is through the * 
farth and operation of the Spirit, is one and the ſame, 
with the circumciſion of the heart, which he therefore 
calleth, the circumciſion made without hands, the circumci- 
fron of Chrift, whereby alſo it appeareth clearely, and 
beyond all contradion, that the circumciſion, of 
the cutting off the foreskin of the fleſh, was a ligne and 
erue repreſentation of the doing away of their linnes, 
ofthe clenſing of the heart by faith ( as now the doing 


away ofghefilth of the fleſh with the baptiſme of water- 


15;) for which vſe andend, it was alſo giuen-to Abrabam 
at the firſt, as this Apoſtle alſo declareth/in an other 
place, -ſaying, And be receined the figne of circumciſion, 4 
ſeale of the righteouſnes of the faith which he had, being wn- 
CITCmMciſed, that be might be the Father of all them that be- 
lcenea, though they be not circumciſed, that righteouſnes | 
wight be imputed to thens alſo, Where he ( Iiay ) fully 


decla- 


N af he p "PL * * p k | 
© ofthe Anabipriffs." "- 


declareth, that thecircumcifion of the fleſh was given, 
,, nottothat end and purpoſe,as the carnall corrupt Tews 
' imagined, to teach righteouſhes: to be by the Law 
- | (which was to make the promiſe yoide, which is to be 
 attained' onely by faith, and notby workes)" bur is 
: _ and diretedto the righteouſnes which is by 
_ faith, through the promiſe in the circumciſion of the” 
heart, which «Abraham had, and which all their ſeed”. 
- ( of whom God made himthe Father ) weretohauc 
and thar the circumcifion 6fthe fleſh was a ligne of, and 
_ didteach the circumcifion of the heart (if any yer que- 
 Mtionit.) che ſame Apoſtles words, (a little before) pro- 
_ ueth- it, where he ſaith, For her not a lew which is one 
outwardly, neither # that circumciſion which is outward in 
the fleſh, but he is a lew which is one within, and the circams- 
cifon i5 of the heart in the Spirit, not in latter ; whoſe praiſe 
i; not of men, but of God, Where welce, that there was". 
a Iew outwardly, and a Tew inwardly ; acircumcifion' 
outward in the fleſh, and a circumcifion inward ofthe 
heart, in the ſpirit. The outward had bur the name, . 
and did onely fignifie and! reach' whar ſhould be in- 
wardly in the heartz and that in'the hearr, was the 
thing it ſelfe. Ry OO | 
Alltheſe things being nowthus cleere, wereaſon” 
thus. 
That if children might once receive the ſigne of circumciſion- 
of the heart, after th: old forme of the Lan, then may thiy- 
wow after the new forme of the _—_ 
| Bnt they might once, after the old forme of the Law. 
Therefore alſs now, after the new forme of the _ 062 


We 


- 


& 


Thar'they might onceafter the old forme, is paſt all 
queſtion. And that they may now afrerthe newtorme, 
we proue thus. | mn” | 

T hat which-was once for good end: in the time of the Law © 
apprinted,and is not by the Goſpell diſanulleayit ir Lowfol fill. 

But it was appointed for good ends, that children ognld - 
——_ the ſigne of the circumeifion of the heart ; andit i hs 
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the Goſpel any way diſanulled, 0 TERIT In 

7 m_ it ir lawfull now ſtill. ' 4 

But theſe men obieQ and ſay, that there isno pl 


for bapriling of children. 


I anſwere, It faith oft times, that whole houſholds 
were baptized, without any exception of children and: 
we haue ſmall reaſon tothinke, that beleeuers ſhould 
be barren more then others, The naming of whole . ! 
houſholds without any exception, ſheweth 'plaitely,. 
that the Spirit of truth never intended to exclude chile, 

be had euer intended any ſuch thing, then 


dren. If | 
( doubtles ) would he haue giuen ſome little touch, of 


cittle,to that purpoſe, which he hath neuer done. And. 


ro ſet downe in plaine words { particularly.) .chat chil 
dren were or. might: be baptized, there was then no- 
neede, becauſe there were none in: thoſe dayes that 
queſtionedit, asthere might well, and would { doubt» 


 lefſe ) haue beene, if the Apoſtles had 'not baptized 
any, but refuſed them. If ic might be concluded that 


there were no children in thoſe mentioned Families, as 
we haue ſmall reaſon to thinke, that Chriſtians þelee« 
uers, ſhould be more barren then Infidells, (yet) no 
doubt, in all che Apoſtles times, ſome children were 
offered (as we ſee ſome were brought to Chriſt, and not 


refuſedof him) which ifthe Apoſtles had once reieQed, | 


the Iewes ( eſpecially) would haue taken exception 
againſt them ( as weltchey might ) and haue enquired 
what ſhould be the reaſon thereof; and alſo haue de- 
manded, why children might got aſwell be baptized,as 
before they were circumciſed. And the A poſtles would 


haue giuen them anſiwere, and ſo by that meanes your 


__ had beene diſſolued long agoe. But becauſe 
there were not then,in their 

nor any cauſe of any ſuch qu 
therefore they tooke no car 


c, either ro ſet downein 


paruculer, that children were, or might be baptized, 


NOT 


dayesany ſuch queſtioners, - | 
eſtion, by them giuenz 


ENS 


ains. | 
commandement, nor example, in the new teſtament, 
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nor yet to ſhew any onethe- leaſt exceprioti/againſt-ity | 
for x a knew it was nor a matter of ſuch conſequence, þ. 
as you imagine. If they had either ſeene'or foreſeene 
any ſach dangerous euill,as you conceiue,you ſee in it; 
as thatit was or would be the'marke of the Beaſt;whi 
rhe Spiritſpeaketh of, they would cercainly hauefore-! 
_ told and forewarned the Church of ir! ( as they haue + 
_ doneof otherthings, which'in your fight15'0f lefſe 

moment,) that ſo either it might not haue. taken ſuch 
great place as it hath ,. or elſe (at leaft) that the people 
of God might (without ſo great difficultie) haue ſcene 
what-a- dangerous euill it was, or would come to, and 
with conſtancie and comfort hauc -auoided and with- 
 Roodit;z bur: they being guided by the holy Ghoſt, 
haue done whatſoeuet was needfull ; 'Againe,'if there 
muſt needs be a plaine word;"cither-by ſome precept 
or example,expreſt, for the proofe'of 'whatfocuer may 
be practiſed among: Chriſtians; then where finde. we * 
any where wrirten,that women(in particular) may par- 
take in the Sacrament'of the Supper, though (doubr- 
lefle) it-may be foundly RL argument from 
Scripture, that women may partake therem,aswe haue 
alrcady proued children may be baptized. If I ſhould | _ _, "= 
now demand of you your warrant, for amanto baptize ,; 1 ok 
himſelfe; I much maruell where you would: finde fucts 6r6, and then 
a practiſe inall the new Teftamenrot ChriſtzI'am fure Mr.Helwis,and 
itwould be araske too hard'for you ro find. Welkco ler jr+oka h 
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Doth Chriſt che meſſenger.of the cones. 


2gainſt icrhus: 
nant of S- 
hardly now (in this time of the plentie of grace) they: 
he did before in the time of the ſaw? Might children. 
then be admired by circumciſion into the congrega«, 
tion of the Lord , and may they not now by bapriſme?+. - / 
They wete formerly called Tewes , and counted of the. 
ſeed of Abrahaw,in whom a bleſiing by promiſe was to: 
be expected, as namely, thar God would call a feed,out:+ ! 
of thar ſtocke orſeed , which ſhouldinherite his cones 
nant,whereof circumciſion was alighevnro them; and. 
may they not now be allowed the name of a Chriſtian 
| cane 1 riſme ? They are the ſame that they-were 
then, and wi jd noc Chriſt(in whom the bleſſing. 
and-promuſe reſteth) be theſame?: 1 nh nn 
Thus they might hauc argued, if it had beenſo,,' if 
the caſe were now altered, as touching children z if 
Chriſt were not the ſame,that he then was: but»ir:is os 
therwiſc, and:Chriſt-is the ſame, yea (and-inregarg of 
the large bountic and plentie of grace ,- which he hath _ 
nowrvouchſated) he is more- then the ſame; therefore 
= not children be deniedchat. which-belongerthvnto 
them. . | TSF. 1-056 corey eta 
Chriſt was much diſpleafed with thoſe diſciples that + 
febuked chem that brought litcle children vnto him, - 


- that he ſhould rouch then},and ſaid, Suffer litile childrew 


to come vnto me, and forbid then not, for of ſuch is tbe king- 
dome of God . Verily 1 (ay unto you, whoſoentr ſhall not re= 
Ercine the king dome of God-as 4 little child, he ſhalt not enter — 
therein. And (che text{aith) be rooke then wp inbis armec, . 
and lazd buy bands pon them,and bleſſed them.Whetice it is 
cuident,. that little children, ought by no meanes to be 

denied bapriſme, hecauſe they are ſucherue fimilitudes » 
okregeneration,of which bapciſine is a figne; and ſee-- 
ing (alſo) Chriſt makethit. an argument. againftclioſe.- 
hun, ſaying, for of ſnob.14 the kingdeme of God: 5: 10 that | 


peace,and Preacher of good tidings,deale more! ky 


It. 


gray be as ket " Suffer A OED 
..toba , and forbid them-not, for of ſuch is the 
king ome of God; of ſuch as be conuerted and are he. 
_—_ _ vnto little children,dorh the Church of God 
conl' 
- Whereas they further affirmezchat infact bapeilme 
isthe marke of the Beaſt,and io muſt be caſt away, with 
cuery part thereof, becauſe! whoſocuer dieth with that 
marke on them vidio repentance) ſhall certainly 
drinke of the cup of Gods wrath. Which marke of the 
Beaſt, isthus deciphered by them : All maner of ordi- 
nances which are performed by the miniſtery of che 
Church of England, (being an Ancichriſtian miniſtery, 
whereof infants bapriſme is one) 'arenone of Gods or- 
dinances, bur a'marke of the Beaſt. | 
| - From which obſerue what will follow againſt chem 


ſclues. 
performed by the winiftery of the 


Emery altion which i 
Church of England, # is a marke of the Beaſf. 

But the mariage of the Anabaptiſts in the Churth of Em. 
gland; i an altion performed by t the miniſtery of the Church 


of England. A retortion 
, Therefore the mariage of the Ancbaptifts- inthe Charch + 
of England, is 4 marks of the Beaſt. 

Wheſoewer do retain the. marke of the Beaft, Joel Certainly 
erinke of the cup of Gods wrath. 

But whatſerner Anabaptift do retaine the e of the 


: Church of England, do retaine the marks of the Fek. 


Therefore whatſoener Anabaptiſt doretaine the mariage 
of the Church of England, jþ certainly drink of the cup of 


Gods wrath, 


Emery mariage which is merke of the Beoft wy be Wy 
</0id, to anoid the wrath of God, 

' But enerymariage of the Anabaptiſts in the —_— 
England, ®efore ns ju fo i, ET. = Be 
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of Englend, before their ſchiſme from it, waft be made void, | 


» 
—— - 
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muriage of the Anabaptifts in the Ch 


to anoid the wrath of God. | boat 
. "Which being true, then ceaſe they to. be miaried, ag 


 childrento be baptized. 


- That the bapriſme of children,neither is,nor.can be. 
the mark of the Beaſt;ſpoken of in Reuel. 1 3:16:Theſe 
men might caſily. perceme (if they were not altogether 
ionorant and deſtitute of ynderſtanding): what the na 
rure of thatmarke 1s. . For the marke of the Beaſt there 
ſpoken ofzisſuch/a thing (indeed) as yong children ate 
not capable of; and therefore they are.not ict downe a+ 


mong thoſe: that are ſaid roreceiue theſame,. Aud by 


canſeth all;both ſmall and great,rich and poore, free aud bond 
to receine a marke in their right hand, or in their foreheaid 
Meaning by ſmell and great, tuch asare ſo, in regard of, 
their high and low places-and. callings in the world: 
andby rith axd peore;{uch asare rich orpoore,inrepard 
of the plenty orſcarcitic of the riches and things of this 
world and preſent life: arid by free and bond, they that 
are at hhertie and free, ahd they that be in bondage or- 
captiuitie, 1n regard of any captiuitie or {exnitude to. 


men, Hee..doth not-ſay,  yong - and -o/d;: which (if 


yong children had been inchuded amongſt 'them) 
e ſhould haue ſaid, becauſe they are all ſo diſtinaly 
and ſcuerally named: that doe. receine it. Beſides, the 
marke of the Beaſt being ſuch a thing as it is; (namely) 
2 voluntary ſubmiſſion and reſolute purpoſe rodo- and 
fubſcribe to all:the lawes. and. AMOS, 27 10 of the 
Beaſt, whether fecrctly or openly;and to:declare and te- 
{the rhemſeluesro beſuch as areallied yntohim,both 
by word anddeed, * And thus (hauing alſo madeicleers 
this point) we end, hoping that the things which are 
ſpoken, will giucrothole' that are notwiltull and ob- 
"city but of a meeke andlowly heart, fall fatisfaRions 


Their 
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Rome, whereof Antichriſt is the head; is falſe and Autichri- 
But the Church of Eng/and, ber Biſhops, and Minifters, 
hane had their firſt ordination fromtbe fall eAntichriſtian 
Church of R me, whereof eAmntichriſt is the head; © + 
Former wor the Church of England, iv. a falſe Antichriſftian - 
That it ought therefore to be. ſeperated from, -we 
proue-thus. | ST 
If emery falſe Amtichriſtian Church ought to be (eperated 
from, then the (hurch of England onght tobe ſeperated from, 
becauſe ſhe #3 falſe and Antichriſtian, as before u proud. 
| But emery falſe and Antichreftian Church, ought to be ſe- 
perated from, as Ren,18, 4. Come ont of ber my people. oe. 
T berefore.tbe Church of England onght tobe ſeperated 


+ WeAnfwere;/2:, m1 dign ogy 

>+He firſt prepoficion-of this: Argument+is falſe; A * : 

. Church whoſe Biſhops & Miniſters hane had their 
firft ordination-( ourward)) fromithe falſe Antichriitiin 
Church.of Rome, whereot Ancichritt is heady "may'yert 
(norwirhſtanding) bearruc Church,» and they cruce Bi- 
ſhopsand Miniſters; and nor Anrichriſtran.-..- © | 

. It is not che.outward ordination, ..whiclva Biſhopor 

Miniſter hath (before his conucrljen)receiucd of #falfe 
Antichriſftan Church,» chat can-ertherpellace him (be- 
now conucreed;and called of Gad)ormake cheChurch - 
towhich he miniftreth, falſe or Ancichriſtian: Neicher 
js4t the barconcward ordination: recciued of the beſt 
Church that cuet was in theworkd, andin thebeſt out- 
ward forme chat. is, that can. make eicher hum chat re- | 


I'3; ceiverh. + 
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Diſconetie of the Errors 

ceiueth it, 4 true faichfull Miniſter of God, or the 
Church: ro which he. miniſtreth , 7rrue Church of 
Chriſt ; But he may.be, both afalſeteacher,. an Anti- 
chriſt, and his Church falſe and antichriſtian, notwirh- 


* \ſtanding.Thoſctalle teachers and Antichriſts, that were 
-in the Apoſtles rimes, had (nodoube ) their firſt ordi. 
nation from the trucChurch of God,-in as good anour- 


ward forme, as any is, or can be; and that Churchor 
people, that were led by them, could not chule but be 
vnſound. - P 

The Scriptures (forctelling of falſe prophets, falſe 
ecichers, Antichrifts,and of the great Antichriſt which 
ſhould ariſe, deſcribeth them to riſe, not fromamong 
the heathen or-lewes ( as {ome imagine the great An- 


richriſt ſhall) but in, andoutof the Church of God, 


euen of and from among thoſe that ſhould ſucceed the 
Apoſtles 'and-Elders. of the Churches ( which the A- 
poſHes did plant.) ſucceed ( T lay ) as rouching the 
outward ordination 4n the externall offices and places 
of them. | 

Saint Pewl being neere his departurefrom his labors, 
to the Lord, calling the Elders of the Church of Ephe- 


A&.10,25,26, ſus together, forewarned them, ſaying, And now behold 
_ :274b.29.30:31 ] brow, that yee all amongſt whom 1 hane gone preaching the 


king dome of God, ſhall ſee my face no more ; wherefore 1 take 
youto record this day, that 1 am pure fromthe bloud of all 
men, for [ hane kept nothing backe, . but haue declared unts 
you all the connſell of God:take heed therefore vnto yourſelues, 
ana tothe flacke, whereof the boly Ghoſt hath made you.oner- 
ſeers, tofeeds the Church of God, which be hath purchaſed 


with bis ownebloud, For [know thus , that after my departing % 


Jhall grienons wolnes enter m among you,not ſparing the flock. 
Mereomer of your owne ſelues ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking per- 
werſe things to draw diſciples after them,Therefore watch and 


remember. Theſewere ſuch as the holy Ghoſt had made 


.querſcers ; ſo that their outward calling, ordination, 
«and fuceeſſion, could nor be excepted againſt ;. arid yet 


= i _ _ -we 
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we ſee what Pal forerells, and forewarnes them ' of. © 
Againe, Saint obs ſpeaking of Antichriſts, charroſe in _ 

his erme, ſaich, They wenr ont from vs ec. And Chriſt t.lob..rg, 
himſelfe unatelling ofthe abhominacion of defolation,  _ 
which ſhould be'fet vp by the great Antichriſt, ſairh, 

chart ſhall ftand in the holy place, where it ought nor, 
When yee therefore ſhall ſee the. abhomination of deſolation, Mata 
ſpoken of by Daniel the Propher, land in the holy place,” NOIPy 
Meanm : by the holy place, -rhe Church of God, the 

po hy ere _ dwellech, and is worſhipped, asSaint 

Paxl” declarech, faying, Let no man deceine you' by a "PEW 
megnes ; for that day Gal not come, madpenryn hy br SRI: 
ting firſt, and that the man of ſonne be renealed,; the Soune* 
of perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſeclfe abone all that- 
is called God, or thats worſhipped z ſo that be ar God, fitteth 
52.the teneple of God, (hewing himſelfe that h+ it Gad, Accor” 
ding as the Prophet had ſpoken of him long before, 
propheſying alſo of his deftru@ion;ſaying, How rr thow! 


felne frombrauen, O T,ucifer, ſoune of the morning, how are Fo ”_ 


thou cut downe to the ground, thou that did} weaken the nu 
reoas, and ſaillſt in thine heart [ will aſcend into braun, I'will' 
exalt my throve aboxe-the ftarres of God, I mill it al/s upon 
the mount, enen the holy mount of the congregation (of God) * 

iu the ſides of the North, Twill aſcend abone rhe berght of the” 

clouds, 1 will br liks tbe wot high, Sotharthe great Anti» - 

chriſt was to fit; and doth fir; eucti' m cheChurch;to che - 
Temple of God,in theplace where {'indeed?) he onghr-- 

not to (it. If then-all thefe rhihgs be fo; asrhefe Scrip- - 

ures doe declare. 'If ir be noe theourward calling, © or- 
dinarion,” or ſucceſſion in the'oftices andplaces of the: - 
mue-EldetSand Miniſters of God in'the outward Rate Toheo + 
_ ofthe Chnrch of God, *rhar can eirfer makerchenrerue 
faichfull Miniſters of God, fitch as come by the doore, 


 onerſeers and miniſters,the trac holy Church of& rift; - 
bue chatrheſe Eldersand Mimiſters may-yerneuerenes 
tefſe prove falfeProphets, falſe reachers, grieu 
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ning wolues in ſheepes loathing; Antichriſts 8c." And 
the Churches be corrupted by. them,  robd, andde- 


' uoured, both outwardly and inwardly, 'and become 


euen heatheniſh and Anrichriſtian. Andrhartheſe de- 
ceiuers ſhallriſe in the Church of God, andbefſuch as / 


* havehad their outward-ordination and ſucceſſion;,from 


hand to hand: ( as it were ) cuen_ fromthe Apoſtles. | 


"And thatthe | Ui Antichriſt 'himſclfe ſhall fir in the. 
| holy place, in the temple of God, vpon the holy mount. 


commung in the cloudes of heauen, . and haue'done his. 
waſter C 
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and voluptuouſnciſe more then God z a 


_ n himto ſmite hisfelYowes, to cate and.drinke 
hethinketh not on, and inan houre that he is not a- 
Ware of, __ _ _ him in peeces, and giue "wy" his 
portion with the hypocrices; and vnhappie is the flock 
that hath him for chin ſhepherd. nt wits 

The Church of Rome was once a glorious Church, 
not in regard .of any ſuch pomp and princely ſtate as ſhe 
that now 1s, fits in, which (poore'virgin) ſhe was ne- 
uer acquainted with , butn reſpe of the light and 


brightnelle of herfaith,as Saint Pavl teſtifieth, which $99%1.b, 


(by reaſon of the fruite it did effe& and bring forth in 
her) ſhined, and made her face to ſhine throughouc 
the world. She was a ſiſter and daughter of that woman 
Which John ſaw ſo wonderfully and heauecnly decker and 


adorned, and which hedeſcribeth, ſaying , And there Revel.12,r; 


appeared « great wonder in heanen , a woman clothed with- 
the Sunne, and the Moone vnder ber feete, and pon her bead 
& crowne of twelne ftarres: that is to ſay, ſhe had put on 
Chriſt, he dwelt in her heart by faith , ſhe was clothed 
with him, his righteouſneſſe couered her nakednelle 
and all her defe&s, and made her beautifull within and 


without; ſhe had the earth;and all earthly glorie, vader | 


her feete,as tranſitoric and vaine 5 ſhe was morrified to 
ſinne, and tothepleaſures thereof z and her {oules de- 


| light was with her Lord in heauen,, where he was af- 


cended, and yer remaineth z and her crowne of ſtate, 
which ſhe hadon her head in thoſe days,wasthe Lambs 
twelue Apoſtles, whoſe dodrine andexample of wal- 
king,were her guide and patternezand whozas they had 


recciued of the Lamb the wordof God, ſo they left ar 


with her, -to be herlight and leader in the deſart,when 


her publique guides ſhould faile her, of which word 


of truth(not ſomuch the letter, as the ſpurggyaltierue iw- 
tent thereof) ſhe and her children(2er race! 


heart, My maſter will deferrehis pin wg 


the drunken ; his Lord will come in aday which *925%7* 


Mub. 24.48, 


Reyel. 1 2, 


Ariamſme, 


haus been theſuſtainers and pillars of, to this day, © >» 
This was once (of a truth) the eſtate of the Church 
of Rome, as alſo of other Churches elſewhere, bur (a+ 
las) it laſted but a while, it fared with her as with che 
reſt: for by the bloody perſecution of the great red 
Dragon, her outward beautie was defaced; ſhe was dif< 
oonled; and forced to flie with them into the wilder- 
nelle; and then (after a while) when the ſtorme of per- 
ſecution was ouer, and that a calme began to belertled, 
ſo as ſhe began to conceiue ſome, _ of recouering 
her firſt cſtate, hereſtesſprang VP; and were mainrained 
with great force, on the one (ide, and carnatl fecuritie 
rew onthe other; and that iniquitie might be increa-+ 
{ed,according as the Lord had foretold,the /owe of many 
wexed cold. The myſtery of iniquitic , which began to 
yorke inthe Apoſtles times(chey being ani cook. 
now fafter footing, according to their words, and ftroue. 


- + daily to perfeCtion; and at laſt, he that lerted,was taken, 


away, and the man of ſinne (Antichriſt) was reucaled, 
andſet vp in thethrone of the Dragon ; .and the Dra- 
gonsreligion was by him and his, lo commanded, and 
commixet with the external profeſſion of the name and 
religion of Chriſt, as that no man could partake of the 
berter, but he muſt partake of theworfe. For after that 
che Biſhop of Rome had obtained atthe Dragons hads, 
that his Church ſhould. be the Mother of all other 
Churches, and that all muſt crouch-and bend ro her, 
and that he became Lord and maſter of all; then did he 
(among the reſt of his requitals) entertaine.and com- 
mand ſuch part of the Dragons religion and Church: - 
feruice, asmighr giue him the. beſt content, and moſt 
aduance his owne temporall ſtate of .glorie. So. that ha-. 
=-_ once obtainedthe Dragons ſeace, and that all his - 
Heads, hils and hornes were his, . he thought .he might. 
now do what he liſt, fel} co deſolating of the true wor- 


ſhip of Godzand to.conſuming of the Saints of the moſt 


high{che#emnanc of the truc Spouſe, the children of 


the 


"pe 


houſe of God) offered: vp acceptable to hi 


daily and / pr ſacrifice, which they (ha ſpiricuall 
by Teſus 


. Chriſt, caſt the truth coche ground, as the eg Dan.g.27, 
10- 


had foretold of him , brought in. and ſervp thea 

minable and mo cxecrable religion of the, heathen, 
compounding it, anddignifying the parts;practiſe,and 
practiſers of it (the more to delude the world)with the 


names and titles of God, Chrift, boly Spirit, the word. of 


God, bis holy Charch, bis worſhip, Serwice , bis boly Sacre- 
ments, and Saints, And thac he mighchaue all in obedi- 
ence, made fuch lawes,by the aduice of his priuie coun- 
cell, that whoſocuer would not worſhip the Beaſt and 
this image of the Beaſt (the idols and abhominations 
of the heathen and pagans) ſhould by the execurioners 
of his will, be taken and killed, And becauſe he would 
be ſure to know his 0own,and to. find outall that would 
not ſubmit, cauſedall, both ſmall and great, rich and 


pla hay and bond, to receiue a marke in; his righe Reve.13:26,v7 


and or in his forchead; and that no man might buy 
or ſell, ſaue he that had che marke,&c.. + 
Now when once things were come..to:this palle , it 
wasno longer time(for any ſoule that would be ſaued) 
co ſtay; andfor this cauſe it was, that Chriſt comman- 


deth, ſaying, Come ont of ber my people, that ye be not par- 3 


r of her ſinnes., and that ye receine nat of ber plagues : for 
xe ith reached unto beanen, and God. he. 9 
ber in iquities. | L313 FJ Mate 
And theſe were the very reaſons, why at the firft-che 
Church of England ſeparated from her , and alſo why 
ſo many of othernactions did forlake her , When #4. 
kliffe, Hwſſe, Tindal, Luther, (raumer, Latimer, and 0- 
| thers, forſooke the Church ot Rome, and came our of 

| her, they ſtood not to make queſtion abourtheir our- 
ward calling or ordination they hadreceme \DELOTc Or. 
the Church of Rome but God-hauinghcalled chem 


nowby a more ſpeciall hea 


eucl.1$.:4;5, 


76 | Dz#[c04 1414 8D, Ery0ys 
truth, they ſtaid not for,neither did they look afcer anoZ 
cher; Nay,if they had;the'eruth might have lien hid,& 
we mighehaue far in darknefſe vnrill chis day; bur they 
finding the approbation of God and his people, It was 
enough. ak 

Let me aske ? If God ſhould vouchſafe to call the 
Biſhop . of Rome, the Pope that now 1s, and that he 
ſhould forſake all thoſe abhominations,. which he now 
liueth in; and become ſuch a Scribe, Biſhop, or Elder; 
25 (before) we haue deſcribed; who would condemne 
him, or call him Ancichrift, for that he was once the 
Pope of Rome, though he had nener other outward 
lidar, morethen the approbation of God and his 

ople, or who would call the people that ſhould im- 


race him, Antichriſtians? doubtleſſe, not any of the  , 


children of wi{dome. 

Apiane, preſuppole that the ſtate of all Europe were 
now as it hath beene heretofore, all vnder Anrichrift 
and his Church ; and char God ſhould call one of the 
Biſhops of that Church out from them, and indue him 
with % knowledge of his truth, by his word & Spirirg 
and that there be a neceſlictc as thou faiſt,' that he muſt 
hauc another outward ordination; before he can Mini- 
ſter the word of God vnto any people, ſoasto be a Bi- 
ſhop or Elder ynto them whicher wouldeſt thou haue 
him to goefor it, or where wilt thou finde an Elderſhip 
toordaine him ? In Europe there be none, 'all are An: 
tichriſtians, Wilt thou haue Apoſtles againe,' to lay a 
new foundation, and muſt they ordaine new Elders 


fomerimes in the Cittie of London,” theit ni2tieh wer; 
Legar, theſe held it ſtifly, thartheir maſt be new Apo- 
ſtles, before their could bea true conſtitured Church, 
and they drew it from this their ground; the one was 
called Walter Legat, who abour-rwenty” yeares fin &e 
was drowned, being with one of his brethren waſhing 
himſelfe in ariuer, called the Old Foord; Another of 

them called 7homar Legat, died in Newgate abour fix- 

reenc yearesſince, being laid there for the Hereſfic of 

Arins, The third called Bartholomew Liget;was burnt 

in Smithfield abourtten yeares ſince, being condemned 

forthe fame Herefie of 4rins, for they all held; and 

ſtood ftourly for the ſame alſo. Theſe Ligats had a con+ " 
ceit, that their name did (as it were) forcſhew and en 6] 
ticde chem, to bethe new Apoſtles, thar muſt doe this - 

new worke ;/ but you ſee what became ofthem: There 

was alſo'one ob» Wilkinſav, another ancient ſtout Sepa- 

ratiſt, who with diuets that followed him, held che ſame 

likewiſe, drawing itfrom the-ſameground, as a neceſ(: 

ſary conſequence thereof, who alſo came to-naugher, 

But if there be any yet thar willneeds haue new Apo- 

Mes,as no doubt there be ; for their carnatlconrenrions 

worke ſtill co that point ; then ler me aske rhee, whence 

muſt they come ? who ſhall ſend them ; Chriſt is af+ - 

cended, and he doth not nowappearero-eall;. and ſend 

any; as he did the Apoſtle Paw/;/ and Apoſtles muſt be 

ſuch ascomefrom 'the preſence ofthe Lord; and haue 

ſeene him ; For which cauſe Samr-Part Faightyn the de- | 

fence of his Apoſtleſhip, Hane nor4 ſcene thiſord? &e. , co... 
And he:that was to be in /vdas hisfhome mnt be vic 


that had bin conuerfantwith eheApotlemecime of AR.1.21,32; -. 


ned wks; 
ks 
a 
ot; 


Chriſts being chen/on earch At je Pwiches co publiſh 


So pc les chon 


thit which he ſaw and belecuedSepthar / 
canſt not ypon any good grallagpeat;r He | 
© Ifrhou ſaift, che Churdhiamapordaine 1GYE 
] aske, whence came that Ghar? 


£#. 
A y 4 _ . , 
2 I 
= ONS. n 
SID : 
28 
% Ree ws; 
: — T5 
« «* 2 


Fs... 4 


+ ot horney rt RT In” OC RT 


Luketo,ty 


Kz [> - 3 


not ahusbandman that planted. it?Can faith bewithour 
preaching ? or can there be a Church without faith? If 
thou haſt found a true Church, -fnd but out him thar 
planted it, thar firſt preached the word of God vnto it, 
whereby it belecued,and became his Church, thou haſt 
found an Elder, feare it not 5. thou ncedeſt not. make 
further enquiry from whence he came, or who'ordain- 
ed him ; he,couldnot doe ſuch a worke, except God 
ſenthim, though he came from Rome. If thou ſaiſt, 
Euangeliſts may preach the Goſpell rothe people, and 
ordaine Elders, as Timothy and Titws did... It ts true; but | 
where be they who ſhall ordaine ſuch, and ſend chem 
todoe this? Apoſtles we haue none, It thou faiſt, dif- 
ciples may preach, asthe ſcuentic did &c. I aske ſtill, 
who made thoſe diſciples ? Didft thou. euer know a 
field beare good wheate,that was neuer ſowne #Ifthou 
haſt found good diſciples, doubtles, there was one or 0- 
ther that did firſt informe them.Sothat thou mayſt ſee, 
thou artſtillin the ſame caſe thou wert in, and that of 
neceſlitic it will follow, that if there can be no true 
Church, till there be anew outward ordination, then 
there will neuer be a true Church. Wherefore we cons» 
clude, agua thee, and againſt all thatare ef thy iudge- 
ment; that as you erre greatly in all yourformer points, 
ſo in this: andas many of the former do agree with the 
ancient errors of the Antichriſtian Church of Rome, ſo 
doth this; .for they deny. Gods: predeſtination,, - and 
election of ſome particular perſons in Chriſt, to grace 
and life, from the foundation of the world, and ſo doe 
"h« ace will, andfalling away from the 
thatthe cecrtaintie of :mans fſaluation 
doth v3 as of faich, obedience,and con- 
tinuing Ho goe you ; They teach that out- - 
ward ordination andſuggefſion doth make, conſticute, 
rou reh,zand ſoſay you in part, ifnot 
whereas you charge others to be of 
uaeng ic 15 cuident, you arc more ' 


Iſs. 


. " « I” We 2 je ad Fe: : 
5x ' *s $; 4 ; WE 5 = ES 5 n ecrec 
| 5  B- 0 
. RN IE SD: 
* mb, 6 
? SI 2”, 
3 a 


| ofthe anabeptits; 
—_— altied ro her,” by theſe deceirfull-dofrin 
hers,'t en chey can be, with the thin $Ye4 'f oF; 
with z Nay, they may -notwithſtanding*be free from: 
her, when you ſhall by this meanes be found children 


of her. 2 \ mentias 
Tf ourtwatd ordination and fuceeſſion inthatrkind,'. 


doe make, conſtitute, or bean Argument ſufficiencro-- 


to proue a true Church, a- Church' wherein” Chriſt 
dwelleth, againſt which che gates of hell ſhallnor pre- 


_vaile,to which Chriſt hath giuen the keyes ofthe king z;416.19. 


dome of heauen, and powerto bind and to looſe, to re- 
mitand to retaine ſins, which isthe pillar and ground 
oftruth; which hach the ſpirit of —_ | 
promiſed to be with ynto the end of the world; - and - 


that whereſoeuer two or three of them ſhould begs Mais.to, 


thered cogerher in my name, he would be in themid- 
deſt; (forall rheſe txeaſures, and many more do belong” . 
tothe true Church, "which is the body and ſpouſe © 
Chrift;)cthen the Chuch of Rome hath as good ground 
for the proofe, and confirmation of her ſells to be the. 
ſame true Church, as any Church elſe whartſoeuer ; .. 
nay, better ground then any other can ſhew. And 
therefore her children ( which ftandsfor her,' and doe 


| pleade her czuſe) rake this to be, anddoe vſciras the 


ſtrongeſt and moſt inuincibleſt argument they haue 
to proue their Church to be the onely true Church, 
this day extant ; and that all Churches and Chriftians, . 
ought therefore to come vnder her gouernment, to be 
taught and nurtured by her, to ſubmit to her-counſels, 
ordinances, canons, decrees, doQrines.offaith, rules for 
manners, - ccremonies,-.cenſures, / and whatſoeuer ſhe 
ſhall impole, becauſe what ſuch aGhurch(which hath 
thoſe forenamed priutledges ) Thall agree vpon,' teach 
or command, .istruch, and may nor” be queſtioned or | 
oppoſed, and therefore it 1s 
#be boty Gboft and to ws; * 


| 


_ But wexcterly deny any: ſach ordination or ſu _ 


i which Chriſt 1.Tim.z,25,- 


aid, For it ſeemed f09, wato AR.15,2875 


Math. 16.18. 
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| _-Which,any of her priujledges do belon 


ongto make; conſtirute, or to be an argument ſufficient 
eo prove ſuch-a true Church -and affirme,that a Church 


may be falſe and Antichriſtian, - notwithſtanding the 


ſame, For although there be ſuch an ordination and 
ſucceſſion, a Church, againſt which the =_ of hell 
ſliall nor preuaile, as che Lord himſclfe-declarerh 

ing , And vpon thi rocke will I build my Church, and the 


gates of hell ſhall not preuaile again fie 3 to which allchoſe 
former priviledgesdo belong,and are to continue with 


vnto the end of the world 3 yet we denie that kinde of 
ordination and ſucceſlion to be it, -or:to haue-any of -. 


thoſe priuiledges belonging thereunto,but that irmay |} 
be (notwithſtanding) an vtrer aduerfary to the trug 


ſucceſſion, and to all thoſe her treaſures; which wee 
oue thus: ' 

|. That kindof ordination and ſuccefion,which haue 

oppoſed the word and truch ot God, that haue perſecu- 


ted and murdered his ſeruaitts { rom time to time) for 


the preaching and maintaining of the ſame truth and 
IT of God, 1s not (nor can-be) that ordination and 


ſucceſſion, or church, againſt which the gates of hell 


| ſhall nor preuaile, 'norto which any of thofe treaſures 


do belong, but may be an aduerſary both to it & them, 
Bur the outward ordination and ſucceſſion in the + 
roomes, publique offices and ſeates of the true Elders 


| andPrietts of God, (which is the beſt ordination and 


ſucceſſion, the Church of Rome that now is, hath, or 
can pleade for her ſelfe, and which the ſeparations doc 
contend for) haueoppoſed the word and truth of God, 
nan 1 51 Bs and killed the {eruants of God, which 
preached and maintained the ſame his word and truth, 


and forthe ſamecauſe.. Therefore the outward ord 
nation and ſucceſſion, in the roomes, publique offices | 
and ſeates of the true Elders and Prieſts of God , isnot 
(nor.can be)thar ordination and ſucceſſion, or church, 


ainſt which the gates of hell ſhall nor preuaile, orto 
g> bur maybe 
an 


| | iſs pleaderfi aiideum. 
eenderh for, edane 7 may doe al Theſe cuiles- 
ainſtche euch and true ſeruantFof God),” is þ 
thoſe Prieſts; Elders and Scribes of the ' Church of 
e ewes, who had their outward ordination and ſuc. 
ceſſion from the former Elders and Prieſts ,” yea from” 
Moſer and Aaron, and ate intheirfeates, and ſupplied 
their places, ind. yer (neuertheleſſe)were the grearop-. 
oppoſers of Gods word and truth; 'and the'perſecniters 
and murderers of the Prophets and ri fircous men-of 
God,which p reached the ſame his wordand truth from' 
eime to time,as Chriſt himſelfe often/affirmerh'to their 
faces,and foretelleth themin a parable,rhat oy would A r, 
be the berrayers and murderers of Him ” ſoy ! 
And the Church of Rome (orherpar 
ed herſelfe in enmitieto the truch, an Ta 
dings againſt the maintainers thereof, ike Ea 
thouſand yeares) nor onely to equall, þue to outeftrip 
I criifalenn, , and tobe cuen the perfection and full ac- 
compliſhmene (as it were) of all abbominations & cru- 
eltics, againſt che truth of God and his Church,accor- - 
ding as Chrift {by the miniſtery of his Angell ynro his 
ſeruant John) reftifieth,where he callech he, The Mother Reuel,r7,5, 
of Harlots and the abbontiiations of the ad; and fore- 
ſheweth how drunke' ſhe would be vwitvelie blood of 
che Saints, and with che M of Icſus. And as he laid 
to the charge of the Scribes and Phariſees*of his time, 
the blood of the righteous that had been ſiaine;, from Vn 
Abel to Zecharias; lo he charger theſe with'theblood Rag bn, 2s 
_ of all that cuer(for the crruch)ſhoula pon che 
earth, and with his owne blood alſo, b oy 
thoſe chat crucified him, are all of oc olidule ind NE 
ration, euen from Cain ro this day, being therigh an 
rrue fuccellors of one another " cull, Soxnar 
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true andbeauenly ſucceflion (which hauc all thoſe heay | 
uenly treaſures belonging to. ):45. that which Ghrifk - 


ls 
1.Pec.2.4,5> 
6,7,8,9. 


that ryd.prigflood. holy nacion,and peculiar people, 
ic ach he 


Ce Emery gogd and perfett gift % from about, and cometh downe 
_ from the F ather of lights, with whom there is #0 variables 
heſſe nor ſbadow of tarning. T hat as they only are the {eed 
and children,of 1braham,that haue the taich and works 

of Abraban and asthe circumcilion of the heart, is the 

> - true circumcitionz/.and.as.to haugrthe hearr{anctified 
82.7 blah hroggh rheSpmat, 415 to be, baptized, with che 

bepuſme which fauceh; ro pur on Chriſt by baptiſme, 

androbe arrue!Chriſtian: fo ikewilc, to.be a truc Par 
 Ror;or Elder, 15, coenter41n by the Yoore: firſt, cuen 


? 


through Chriſt, by faich; for ke35che doore & che ways 
* £ It 4 wheseby 


& \ 
| ' + v: 
Oe 
*. 


7 
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whereby every true Paſtor ithuſdenter; ide bY Gal 

and ordained of God, by thoſe heaterily gifts of Clef 
whereby'they are'triade*able Miniftcrs of the new'YÞ 
_Nament; and'then in the fecond place; to be approdizt 
and iuftified of his Chnirch and ehildicn oF was 


* , + 


For the calling of © true Miniftct"of God ; arid; 
which:maketh'him ſo to be;iSashemtenty andſp 
as chatwhich-tirakerh a rae Chriſtianz elſe eucry 
Chriſtian hada greaterpriuledy: | 


WW ada ge then'euery true'V 
niſter of Chriſt, which (doubtleſſe)is nor ſo,but rich 
eucry truce Miniſter hath a'greaterzyeca ſuch arethe g 
of the Spitit,. whick Chriſt fince His aſtenfion har g 
nento his Church; forthe adminiftrarton; of the Gofpel 
of peace; that whereas he gaue thisteſtimonie of /obs, 
that in regard of the gifts of the Spirit, which were gi- 
nen him for the adminiſtration of repentance, 2 greater 
Prophet then Tobwgyas Hetrer *Cbefo?t him") 'bortfe 6 
women, yet riettert ME he faich,char BY which ir te 
un the kingdome of heaxen, it greater then beg tneaning 
| teaſttrue Miniſter of the Goſpell, the word of 'xecanci>* 

bation. - by +. 0p 1h. 47 BI EÞ20.2 C12 

And if yet they alledge fortheirſeparatioh, as thy 
maner'is to doe, Thar in he Chuech of land 
be many very ſuperſtitiouſly minded ,* many vngotly, 
oroud;co Abs al vnclean perfons, both A b 
lique office of the miniſtery, as alſo of the; people, who” E 
do partake as well in'the Sacrament of the Supper,asmn >,» 7 +1 3.16” 
the adminiſtration" of theword'? ler cher remember* +: 451.0; 
what hath been manifeſted before, as rbuching the e- 
ftate of the Churches inthe Apoſtles rimes, how that ' 

Fi 


= 


© 


by 


cherewere then in the Chnrches, falſe A oftles, falſe , Cor. r1., 3. 
pep ac cd'C CN SET Phi, F, 
Ilof adulihic, ant har” 


reechers, decciuers, ſometha 

enuie,” ſome that had eyes full of adulterie, "ahd chat | ,, 

could nor ceate* from ſitifie ; Tome that niade merchan- SE OI 

dize of the people;zſome who went to law one vich an- x.Cor,6,6, 

nother,andtchatamongſt the infideſs;couerous, wicked, 

proud, lafciuzous perbink) which-hud'nor repented of ' 
L-3 cheir 


Phil, 3.18.19, | 


,Cor.t 1. 


OO 4 DiſcounicaſtheErrers 


1 ir wickednesz ſomerhart made their belly their God 
whoſe glory was their ſhame 'who\ minded: nee 


% 


things; and ſome, that at the Sacrament ofthe Supper 
wen Br and deſpiſed the poore theſe and | 


ther cuills were in the Churches,and yet no ſeparation 
to be made from any of them, onely the Apoſtles; 
ſharply reproucd thoſe, deceiuers,) as euill doers, and 
warned the people with teares to take heed of them,and. 
ofcheir cuills, and ro ſhun them, 


aine, there were ſome that with conſcience of the 


A 
VEry 100 
the Idoll, as Saint Pawtafhrmeth, ſaying, For ſome with 
conſcience onto the Idell nts this honre, eate it ata thing 
offered vnto an [dell Declaring vntochem,charthe rhings 


_ whichthe Genriles ſacrificed, they ſacrificed to Deuills, 


e.Cors.7, 

F- T2; 
2.Cor.6 14.15 
x6.17.18.19. 


Suze: and Danghters, Jaith the L 


and notto God, and ſaid, 1 wil not that you ſhould bane 
fellowſhip with Dinells, yee cannot arinke of the cap of the 
Lord, and of the cupof the denills 5' yer tannot be partaker of 


- the Lords table, and the table of dexills, Do yee pronoke the. 


Lord, &c, And by this ir appeareth,. they.came alſoto 
che Lords table, chough as'Sainc Paw! cold them, they 
could not truly and ſpiritually.partake thereof,. io long 
as they did partake Do ce other... Yea 1t is euident,. that 
theſe. corinthians were much .adied to: their old hea- 
theniſh ſuperſtitions For Saint Paw in his next Epiſtle # 
doth againe call vpon:chem, ſaying , Be not pnequally | 
* yoked with Infidels for what fellowſhip hath righteowſnes with - 
' unrighteonſnes, ff what communion hath light with darkver, 
and” what concord bath Chriſft- with Beliall, and what part 
hath be that beleeneth with an Infigell, and what agreement. 
hath the Temple of God with {dolls © for yer arethe Templeof © 
the lining God,. as God bath ſaid,. 1 will dwell in them, and 
walke in them; and will be their Gad, and they fhall be wy peo-.. © 
ple; wherefore come ont from emang them,audbe ye ſeparate | 
from thens, aud ronch vet th: uncleane thing, and] willre= 
Cine you, and willbe & Father wnte you, and yee (tall bem). © 
nd Almighty. 1 


Here - | 


dols of the heathen, did eate things in facrificero | 


of thi Andboptiffe, © | 
Here we ſee by the plain commandement of God, & 
exhorcation of Saint Pax, that a ſeparation ou gheto 
be made from all kind of Idolatry and vnrighteouſnes 
of the heathen, andfrom all fellowſhip with them in 
their vncleane things, But here is no ſeparation from 
the Church,though theſe ſuperſtitious Chriſtians were 
in it. Nay,it is cuidert, there was neuer any ſeparation 7 
admired, either by word, or by —_— ( except by guch « were car« * 
thoſethat ſeparared chemſclues ro make ſeas, which nall. heming ws 
. arereproued by the Apoſtles) vntill ſuch: time as by 91%. 
the mallice and ſubriltic ofthe Dinell, and through the lad.ts. 
price and wickednes of the Biſhop and Church of 
ome, after they had gotren Turiſdiftion ouer all, that 
they had brought into rhe Church the Idolatries and 
abhominations of the Pagans,. and ſo. cunningly com> 
pounided chem, with rhename andreligion of Chriſt, 
that no man could pertake of any good among 'them, 
buc he muſt percake of the euilt-alfo. Then, and nor till 
then, I ſay, che Lord commanded ſaying, Gor ont of ber Reu.8, 
a7 people, that ye be wot pertaker of ber finnes, and that you 
receive netofher plagues. T his was not,becauſe there were 
many offenders in the Church of Rome, nor becauſe 
of their perſonall preſence in the Aſſemblies, bur be- 
caule the Lord would not haue his peoplepartak-, (in 
their owne perſons ).:of their ſinnes; which-if they 
continued with them,. could nor be auvided..: 4 
. Neither'was:there a ſeparation to: be made from rhe 
Church of che ewes, as bad and as cruell as it was, but 
Chriſtand his Apoſtles did alwayes both by word and 
example, reach the contrary z .onely the falſe doQrine 
and hipocrilie, and wick<dnevof the Tewes, - they war- 
ned rhe faithfull co take. heed of. | ch 
Andas concerning the Church-of —_— - which 
thou ſo much: contemneſt,, alchough rherebe many 
cuill. workers, vngodly, and: vnmregenerate perſons, 
ſupesſtigjouſly minded, as well of the Miniftery,” as of 
the people, 2s our of all doubr chero are, For if, of bm 
CITE. Ws LS rwelue - 
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ewelue Apoſtles, one: was a Divell; and that there were 
Noe, bow that NN, and falfereacher$, proud, and couerous, 
in the pureſt in the primitiue Churches, and falſe brethren, belly 


Churches ſuch as gods, and ſuch like, when Chriſtians were bur few in 


number: How ſhould it'be, but there muſt now be 
rnb, fl any 3 yerthisis notfufficient groundfor hy ſepers. 
3», & almaxr tion, Nay, ſuppoſe ( as the truch is ) that the faichfull 
. of enill worl®, he but few in number, and rare, asthe duſt or oare that 
| whichare _ gold commeth of, and the vngodly ascommon asthe 
pays ts 9, ; clay that men make pots of, as che Propher ſpeaketh ; E 
ſenſuall, anddi- For doubles, if God ſaid of the [fraclites,thar though 
welſh, . theirnumber were as theſand of the ſea, yet but arem: 
Ela,t0,2?P. yantof them ſhould be ſaucd; we haueno reaſon to 
thinke itſhould be otherwſe with vs ; Nay, ' Saint Pasl 
ſhewerh plainly, tharGed will firiſh the works, andcnt'it 
Row,$,27.28. ſhort' im righteanſnes, becauſe 4 ſhort works will the Lord = 
make wpon the earth. Yet what of.chis, thou haſt no 
ground from hence to proue afeparation. Nay, vnleſle | 
thou canſt proue that the-Church of England, hath ſer 
vp, and doth command the Abhominations of the hea- 
then, as doth the Church or Rome, and ſo mix them 
and Chrittian- religion together, as thou couldeſt not 
partake of the good, but chou muſt partake of the euill, 
andſo (inne againſt God in thine owne perſon, thou 
haſt no ground ar all for thy ſeparation. Art thou 
offended becauſe God hath beene ſo gracious to this 

kingdome, -aboue all other nations, in -caufing the 
Princes and Kings thereof ( now in thele latter dayes) 
ro ſer their helping hands to the repairing and building 
Vp againe of the decated walles of Teruſ 5 nick to the 
reſtoring ofthe morning and euening ſaerifice'of praiſe 
andchankſgiuing, as it was in formertiine, 'arid in the 
dayes of old. Doſt thou nor know it was the wordof 
truth,the {word which proceedeth out of the mouth of 
theLord, miniſtred by his faithfullſeruants, whom he 
raiſed yp intheſe latter. times, which hath bene the 


caute of the reuole of the Church and. Kingdome of 
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England from the abhominationsandeyranny off the 
Church of .Rome, -and CEL LIE ans 
choſen ſake, according to. his-word ,/-art:thou-nor 
bound to be thanketfull vnto God' for rhe ſame, and 
with, gladnelle, of hearc roimbrace. all-the:good he 
hath .vouchſafed, yes fo as not; therewithall to-muſtifi 


any of the preſenteuills,-nor yet to reſt thy ſelfe ſecenre 
in chat good which is in being, as if all. things wereal 
ready comerto theirfull meaſure, and ſo-exclude th 
ſelfe from all furure grace and truth, which God bach 
decreed ( 1n and by his word):to bring eo light. For as 
che.cruch and dayly ſacrifice (which Chriſt and his A- 
polſtles did ere) were not all wholy : {in amoment ) 
calt co the ground, nor-the abhojmination ofdeſolation 
ſect vpat full in one day, bur chat che one-increaſed by 
degrees, and the other waſted accordinglys ſo muſt it 
now be in the reſtagration; as then iniquutie-and falle- 
hood increafed, and truth and -loue faded and waxed 
cold, . fo now (on the contrary) inzquirie and falſchood 
muſt conſume and be expelled, andtruth andrhe loue 
thereof muſt increaſe and come to their place againe z 
Iudgement wis'to began at the houſe of God, but ic 
mult end in the houſe of iniquicie, * | 
_ Learne: therefore now to be a wiſe, let the confuli- 
ons which the heady extreams of thoſe carnall content= 
ous times haue brou :he forth, admenith thee to take 
better heed; embrace thankfully, and wake righr vſe 
of the preſent good thou feet in place y ſhun the eu1ls, 
and labour to increaſe in the wiſdome which is from a: 
boue ; doubclclle, chere are great riches and treaſures - 
with Gad to be atrained, ſuch as:checarnall miad ſhall 
neuer {cc nor knowzconuerſe withthe-wiſe and holy in 
Heart, ſuch'asare ſpiritual and heguenly minded, haue 
ſpeciall fellowſhip with them,pray, weepe, and reioyce 
(deylyrogerher) with them ; callofren ro minde the 
hope of t age and glory ye ſhall receive in the-wotld - 


to come ,. in the.day when Chriſt your Lord ſhall ap- 
k pears -* 


"'. 
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4 Diſconerie of the Errors TY 
e; hope;loue,and ung his appearing, and edil — 
Fe your ſclues with theſe thi 

vic all good meanes (according to your meaſure and 
place) to redrelſe what is amille in others; labour (tho- 


rough patience and meeknelle) to winne them to the 


$ 
ey ings; pray vnto God, and 


 eruch,and loue thereof; ſo ſhall ye be profitable mem- 


uants of Chriſt. 


bersof the Church of God, diligent and faichfull ſer« 


You are not ignorant (I ſuppoſe) of the manifold 
miſchicues that men haue fallen into, by reaſon of the 


fleſhly wranglings which haue been in theſe late times, 
what confu En. diviſion and diſtra&tion there is among 
the peoplez what and how many ſundry opinions and. 
ſeuerall ſes there are, yea ſes vpon ſets, diuiſion - 
ypon diuiſion, error ypon error, hath been bred and 
broughr forth. Many haue riſen (in theſe latter times) 


| ſpeaking peruerſe things, to draw diſciples after them, 


Noteabet theſe 


1K3ngs are 


ro get themſelues a name, the diuell deluding them 
pens, pride, vnder pretence of ſome excellent-way 
of truth,which he makes them beleeue isrcuealed vnto 


them. As firſt, for the Church of Rome, all the world 


ſeeth what confuſion,what fearfull deluſions are theres 


in, what multitudes of ſeas of new deviſed orders of 
Pricſts,of Friers, each drawing atraine after him z and 
now (ſince the light of the truth hath broken forth) 
what ftrange contentions haue beene raiſed in the 
Church of God about things of no moment (when 


(onely) abou hy-”_ and "> PS a haue been negleed,) _ 
:and ent= What emulations, diuiſio d ſeparati brec 
__ erdinazids, F Wes 3 ns an CParations haue 


which leade 
_—_ $6, 


'” 


icreupon; and then,hoy after this, people being in 
diſtration,haue runne from one ſe and error to ano- 
ther, from ſeparation to leparatio, diniding themſclucs 
anto many ſeuerallſe&ts, ro Anabapriſtry, whercin ( 


againe) are divided into fi Gx fi ach 
pecefully 0 v 209e o fiue of ſix ſundry ſes, EC 


ing other, holding (alſo)many dan- 
expect new Apoſtles, ſome to 

and ſomeothers (who beingas it 
| wel, | 


crous cITOrs , ſome to 
c herelic of Arins; 


were,diſtrated with theſe things) haue fallen to ano- 
ther(the moſt blaſphemous and erroniousſe& this 
in the world) commonly called by the name. of the F4- 
mily of lowe., whoſe author was one Hemrie Nicolas, or 
HB. N. for ſo they will haue him called, that is (as they 
expound ir) Homo Noxns, the new man, or the holy na- 
tare, or belineſſe, which they make co be Chriſt, and fs 
they will haue to be Antichriſt, becauſe it is oppoſite to 
Chriſt, They ſay, that when Adam ſinned, then Chriſt 
as killedjand Antichriſt came co liue, They teach,thar 
the ſame perfection of holinetſe. which Adam before he 
tell, 1s to be attained here in this life ; and affirme,thae 
all cheir Family of loue are as perfe& and innocent as 
he. And that the reſurre&ion of the dead, ſpoken of 
by Saint Pax 1n the 1.Cor.15.and this propheſic,Thew 
(ball be fulfilled the ſaying which is written, O death,where is 
thy ſting? O graue,where is thy vidtory?is tulfilled in them, 
and denie all other reſurre10n .of the body to be after 
this life, They will haue chis blaſphemer H.N.to be the 
fonne of God, Chriſt, which was cocome in the end of 
the world to mdge the world z and ſay, that the day of 
judgement 15already come; andthar H.N.mudgeth the 
world now by his doarine.z fo. that whoſoeuer doth 
not obey his Goſpel,ſhall (in time)be rooted our of the 
world; and that his Family of loue ſhall inherite and in- 
habicerhe earth tor euer, world without end;only(they 
 fay)they ſhall dic in che bodie,as now men do,and their 
{oules go ro heauen, but their poſterities ſhall concunue 
for. cuer. This decemer deſcribeth eight through brea. 
kings of the light (ashe termeth chem) to haue becne 
in czghe ſeneral times from Aden to the time that now 
IS, ich (a8 he faith) haue cach exceeded other; the 
ſcuenth he alloweth Tefus Chriſt ro be: the publiſher 
of, and his ghrt to be the greateſt of all that euer were 
before him; and he maketh his owne to be the eighth, 
and laſt, and greateſt, and the perfeion of all, in and 
by which Chriſt 15 perfected, means holincfſe. He 
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gs A Diſcourieofthe Eros 


maketh euery one of his Family of lone to be Chriſt, 
yea and God, and himſelfe God and Chrift in a more 
exccllenc maner., {a ing, that he isGodded with God, | 
and codeified with him,. and that God is hominifted 
with ham, 

Theſe horrible blaſphemies,with diuers others,doth 
this H.N.and his Family teach to be the everlaſting Go- 
Fet', which the Angell is faid to preach in Reuela- 
tion 14.6. and himſelte to be the Angell, yea and the 
Archangell which is ſaid to:ſound the great and Jafh 
OUEE OY .15.. They protelle greater loue to the 
Church of Rome, and to all her 1dolatries and ſuperſti- 
tions,then.they co to any Church elſe(wharſocuer)ex- 
cept themſelues . They wickedly abuſe theſe words of 
Chriſt, / muſt walke to day and to-morrow,and the third day 
Iſball be perfeted;and {ay,thar by ro day is meant rhe time 
of Icſus Chriſt and his Apottles; and by to worrow, all 
the timeot thereligion of the C hurch of Romezand by. 
the third day, this their day of H.N. and his Family, 
wherein they wil haue Chriſt robe perteted.And they: 
doe compare. all the whole religion- of the Church of 
Rome,tothelaw of Moſes; affirming, that as God did 
teach his people by choſe ſhadowes and types till Ieſus 
Chriſt came, ſo he hach taught the world (euer fhhnce) 
by the images, ſacrifices, and filthy heatheniſme of the 
Church of Rome, till chis wretch H.N.came., and now 


he muſt be the. onely chiete teacher, Gods obedient 


man, yea his ſonne, as they blaſphemoulſly call him; he 
(by his Goſpell) muſt make all perfe&...They will our» 
wardly fubmir to any kind of r-ligion, and-to any ido- 
latrous ſcruice whacloeuer, pretending it 1snot the bo- 

dic that can.{inne, bur che toule , They.will be Prieſts 

an the Church-of Rome,and att their Seruice after their 
maner ot deuotion ;. and as Saran can transtorme him» } 
ſelte into an Angell of light, .ſo they can thruſt them- *. 
{clues (likewiſe) co be publike Miniſters and Preachers 
ww. the Church ot England z yea unto the Kings C Roy ] 
pH. 
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pell, andto be of his officers and melſengers, ſo bold 4 
they are, cuen at this preſentzand ſocloſe and cunning- 
i they can carry themſelues(being directed thereto by 
their Maſter H.N.) thatyce ſhall hardly ( ever) find 
them out. They will profefſe toagree in all points with 
the Church of England, as alſo with-the Church of 
Rome, if they ſhould be examined by them, onely this, 
they will not ( lightly) deny their Maſter H. N. nor woes how to - 
ſpeake euill of him or his writings, if they ſhould be &fcover« / 
put tot: and there is no way bur this whereby to dif- Femileft, 
couer them, I ſay, to put them to the deniall and ab- 
wring of him and his writings, and-to pronounce him 
a blaſphemer, and his docrine blaſphemous ;z this K 
they will hardly doe, vnleſſe they be not yer hisfull 
diſciples. 

Theſc horrible blaſphemies,& wicked ations(which 
I hate todeſcribe ) but that I deſire Chriſtians ſhould 
take notice of them, and beware) doth this blaſphemer 
and his blaſphemous ſe, teach and praiſe, Bur T 
ceaſe, ſighing and ſorowing in my heart, (Goddoth 
know) to ſee that the deu1ll ſhould worke ſuch miſ- 
cheife nowin this laſt time,wherein(I know) God will 
haue his truth to proſper, and moſt of all, becauſe many 
filly ſoules are taken im their ſnares like poore vnwary 
birds (in time of winter, when foode isf{carſe) ſeeking 
for releife. Alas, what may bethe cauſe of this?Is there 
not ſome great faulr in thoſe that ſhould gme light co 
the world, who lit in the places of the ſtarres of God. 
Doth not their negligence & coldnes driue the people 
into theſe extreames? orare the violent courſes, and 
carnall contentions of ſome other the cauſe thereof, or 
is it both ? doybcles,they are both great-cauſes thereof, 
the diuell being the cheife Authorztor there is nothing 
that he doth enuie more, then the power of truth and 

odlines; ifhe cannot worke all men alleepe, by cold 
carnall ſecurity, as he doth the moſt, he will (ft be 


poſſible) deceiue the reſt by ſome pretended ſtrict way 
be: M 2 of 
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A Diſconerie of the Errors 
of truch, for hisaime is to deceiue all, he ſpareth none; 
O that the watchmen ( therefore ) would lay theſe 
things to heart, and examine themſelues, ys the ex- 
can of the holy Apoſtles, and rules which t 
ſer downe, to proue them by ? What will 1t auatle you 
( in che day of accompt) that ye haue bin called the 
| Miniſters of God, the Shepheards of his flocke, when ye 
| have not done the office of faithfull Miniſters and 
Sheepheards to his flock, what will your pleaſure, your 
profit, yourpraiſe and eſtimation of men (1n that day) 
doe ye good. AhdeareSirs, take heed, it concerneth - 
your ſe]ues much, asit doth the people alſo. To be cal- 
ledthe Miniſters of God, isa high and honorabletitle, 
but a thouſand times more honorit.1s, to be a faithfull 
Miniſter of God, in deed, andin truth; what though 
you be not eſteemed of the world; nay? whar if ye be 
deſpiſed and hated thereof? what wo, > you ſhould 
be deſtitude and afflied, and vadergoe hunger, thirſt, 
_ cold, labours, watohings,weepings,perills, prifonments, 

ſword, &c. Chriſt ſaith, [ was an hungry, was athwſt, 1 
was naked, ficke in priſon, &c, he meaneth you;' if ye be 
his feruants;if ye partake not with him 1n his ſufferings, 
how can ye looke toreigne with him, if yefollow him 
not in the regeneration, ye ſhall not ſit on throanes 
with him. What will theſe words of the Lord awaile or 
concerne'you, where hefaith, And God ſpall wipe away 
ail teares from their eyes; and there ſhalbe no more death nor 
ſorrow, neither ſhall there be: any more pame. It ye neuer 
knew what any of theſe things meant; it js-better to - 
ſow here in teares,that we may hereafter reapewith ioy, + 
then to laugh here, and 200 for euer ; Letnorthere- 


fore (I humble beſcech you) the feare of the lolſe and 


fauour of friends, of your pleaſures, profits, praiſe, or - 
eſtimation with nien., or whatſoeuer this world can 
aford, kceepe you-from following the Lord, in whom 
there is greatreward,oh happy is the ſoule that can for- 
ſake all theſethings for the loue of Chriſt, 'and his Gol- ; 

pells - 
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pells ſake, for he ſhall receiuve'an hugdred fould more 
(fuch treaſuresas cannotbe vttered ) even here in this 
_ time, and in the world to come life euerlaſtin : 
eare nor, (if ye can caſt your care on him ) Rr, 
he will not ſee you left deſtitute : Neuer ſhall any man 
know what the treaſures of wiſdome, and riches of his 
grace in the Goſpell are, except he can preferre them in 
1s heart, aboue all carnall chings whatſ6ener, nay, ex- 
cept he can truly forſake them all, and himſelfe alſo, for 
loue thereof, neither will God (elfe) enertake pleafure 
in him, or impart vnto him hisſecrets, let him be how 
$kilfull, how learned, how eſteemed of men ſoeuer.' Bur 
he that can like the Merchant, ſell all he hath; and pur- 
chaſe the field wherein the truetreaſure lieth,” heſhall 
not onely be rich himſelfe, burbe ablero make others 
rich thereby, according alſo as Chriſt faith, FWhoſcency 
beleeneth in me, as the Scriptures hath ſaid, out of by belly 
ſhall flow riners of water of life. He ſhall not onely him- 
ſelfe (being entred in by the doore) go in and outand + 
finde paſture, but ſhall guide others alſo in by the ſame 
doore to the ſame paſtures of life, and ſo hauing turned 
many to righteouſnes, by the faichfull adminiftration 
of the wor of truth, ſh4!! poſletle peace, comfore, and 
a good conſcience here, and when che Lord ſhall come 
in his glory to reward euery one according as his works 
and1abours haue beene, heſhall ſhine, nor onely like 
the brightnes of the firmamenr, (as euery wiſc holy - 
Chriſtian ſhall doe) bur as the ſtarres for euer and euecr, 
as the Prophet Daniel teſtifieth, ſaying, And they that be 
wiſe ſpall [hint as the brightnes of the firmament, and they Dann, *- 
that turne 141) fo righteonſues, arthe ftarres for ewer and 


ener. 


An eight point, - ith 
held at this preſent by theantient Anabaptiſts. 
That 4 King or Mateftrate cannot be a true Chriſtian, 


except h; gine ower bis kingly office or Maicftracie. - * 
nt M-g ” Auf" 
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 alreration in thatrefpe&, bur doth rather confirme i 


mong themſelues, which'of them ſhould bethe-grea- 
ck) Luk. -24: 23424. 25.26, ( a place which theſe. 


_ Anas 


TRE Anſwer." , 
His, alchough itbe nor tully the opinion of theſe 
mM Engliſh Anabapriſts, . yet becauſe it isa point 
ſo generally held among the other ſeftsof them, and 
for that theſe(with others)are not yet rightly informed 
as touching the authoritie.of kings & gouernours,what 
it is, how far it doth 'extend, nor yet how far forth 
Chriſtians are bound to obey and ſubmit vynto them ; 
we will therefore firſt diſproue that error-of the elder 
Anabapriſts,then ſhew what the authoritie of kings and 
goucrnours is, how far it doth extend, and how far- 
torth eucry true Chriſtian is bound by the word of 
God (as he js a ſubicQor Citizen) to obey and ſubmit 
vnto them, and then, that all kingdomes, peoples, 
powers, and authorities. whatſocuer, ſhall ſerue and 
obey the King of Kings & Lord of Lords for euermore. 
They thac haue ſerued and obeyed him according to 
his Goſpell here mm this life, ſhall ſerue, honor, and 
praiſc hum freely and with 1oy for euer hereafter, and 
they that would not by the voice of the. Goſpell be 
brought to ſerue and obey him here in this lite, ſhall 
be made ( by force of torments ) to ſerue and obey him 
foreuerin the world to. come; thus willye briefely doe 
if God pernut, " 
T hat kings andrulers, .gouernours and magiſtrates, 
may be true Chriſtians, andretaine their kingly places 


rule, authoritie, and magiſtracie, is euident by the &- 
_ amples ot Davia, of Solomon, and others, who were true 


Chriſtians by taith according tothe promiſe in the Spi- 
rit, though Chrift was nor yet come in the fleſh, they 
lived and gyed kings of this world, and true Chriſtians 
alſo : and the cafe 1s not now altered by the comming 
of Chriſt in the fleſh, -the Goſpell hath not made an 


it, 


where Chriſt faich ynto his diſciples,, (who ftrined a- 


of the Anaboptiſſs. © 95 : 
Anabaptiſts do chiefly alledge for cheir-purpoſe,) 7he Y 
Kinge of rhe Gaotlesixorelfs diy ener 2cf the 
that exerciſe anthoritie ypon the,are called gracious Lords, Luk, 23, 
bat ye ſhall not be ſo , but be that Pawan 4. you, lt 
bins be 4s the leaſt, and he that is chiefe, as he that doth ſerne, 
He doch not here forbid a Chriſtian co be an earth ly or 
temporal] King,norſuch a King tobe a Chriſtian;nay, 
his words do allow both z only he forbiddeth thac Chri- 
tiansſhould aſpire in their minds, orſeeke to be great, 
or torule ouer one another, as chey are Chriſtians, chil- 
dren of one God and Father, and ſcruants of one Lord: 
Tefus Chriſt, And that if any of chem be great Kings & 
Rulers-in the world,they ſhould nor exerciſe authoritie 
oucr ther brethren,as do the Kings of the Gentiles, or 7 
2now:the Lordsot Rome dozas4t they were Lordsouer 
Gods heritage; nay, but thouph they be Kings, and(as 
touching their remporall ſtare and dominion) doe and 
m lawtully reigne and rule ouer alt; 'and are chiefe 
and head of all perſons, as well Eccleſiaſticall as ciuill, 
true Chriſtians as others. con{idered (alſo) as they are 
ſubies or citizens; yer as'Kingsare Chriſtians, and as 
their fubics are Chriſtians, and of-the*ſame*bodie of 
Chriſt with them , they may not take. Lord{hip ypon 
them;nor exerciſe dominion ouer them, neither ought 
they (in that reſpe) ro yeeld it vnto them , becauſe 
thar:nitle of honour and'dominion ſpirituall, dorh be» 
Jong tocheir Lord-and Miſter Tefus Chrift onely; and 
therefore hedaich, Call mo man Lord: on earth , for-one is Matb.2 3. 
your Lord, call no man Maſter, for one is your Maſter + as 
Saint Paw likewiſe faith, For although there be on earth 
w1any that be called Gods and Lords, {as there: be many | 
Gods, and. many\Loras) yet wnto ws there"is' but one r,Cor.8,5.6, >. 
Ged,.enen the Father of all, and one Lord leſus Chriſt, 
&c. Chriſt is the Lord,.che Prince and head of Chriftt- 
ans, as they are Chriſtians z- bur the King is the Lord 
and Prince. and-head of Chriſtians, as\they are citt- * 
2ens .or ſubiets.. So- that the: words'g _ I 
x x 0 ' 2:38 
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Rom.13, 


© But be that ss greateſt among you,tet kim be as the kaſft, nd 


hins that ts chiefeſt,as hm that ſerneth,have this meaning; 


That that Chriftian which is the greateſt of Chriſtians, 


in regard of his temporall honour and dignitie of place 
in this world, ſhould be in heart and afte&ion, yea and 
in outward actions of loue, mecknelle and humilitie, 
(I fay) as he isa true Chriſtian euen as the leaſt true 
Chriſtian; and he that is chiefeft in any externall office 
or place,ſhould(as he isa Chriſtian )be euen as that true 
Chriſtian whoſe place izto ſerue (I ſay) in mercie, hu« 
militie,charitable ations,G&c. 

Now, that Kings and Rulers haue lawfull auchoritie 
from God ouer all perſons, and that all ought to be o- 
bedientvnto them and their lawes , Saint Pax decla- 


. reth at large,ſaying, Let emery ſowle be ſubielt to the bigher 


powers: for there #5 no power but of God; the powers that be, 
are ordained of God; whoſoexer therefore reſiſteth the power, 
refifteth the ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receine 
to themſelnesr dammation: for rulers are not « terror to good 
works but to the enill; wilt thow not be afraid of the power! do 
that which ts. good,and thou ſhalt bane praiſe of the ſame; for 
he u the miniſter of God to thee for god: but if thaw do that 
which # enill,be afraid, for be beareth nor the ſword in vainey 


for he is the mini}ter of God, a renenger to execute wrath vp- 


o» bim that doth enill. Wherefore ye muſt needs be [ubie, not 
onely for wrath,but alſo for conſcience ſake. For, for thu cauſe 
pay you tribute alſo, for they are Gods miniſters, attending 
vpon thus very thing. Render therefore (ſaith he) to all their 
due, tribute to whom tribute is duc, cuſtome to whom cuſfjom, 
feare to whom feare, honour to whom honour, &c. By all 
which (I ſay) it is cuident,that the. power and authori- 
tic of Kings 1s of God,andordained by-him, yea though 
they be infidels; and that irdoth extend ouer all,as wel 
true Chriſtians as others, Eccleſiaſtical perſons as ciuill, 
and that euery ſoule ought to be ſubie& vnto them .- 
and to their lawes and ordinances, euenfoticonſcience _ 
lake, (alayes prouided that they be ng Þpolitc to 
= . rhe 
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the lawes and.ordinances of God,an 
pell;though chey be noeche ſame, b 
the ordinancey of manyus Saibe Petey cermerh thew;,ſay- 
ing, Submit your (ewes toenecry drdinanct of mar, for s 

Lards ſaks, whether it'be 40 the, King.as ſuperiour, or-vato 


governers, «as Unto them: that are ſent by bim. for the punrſhe 


avert of exill daers,and for the praiſe of them that do wel,ehe, 
If then Kings and gouerners (beingiinfidels). have au- 
thoricie from. God to make lawes and: ordinances, fuch 
as God commandeth not, bur. are their owne, and'in- 
different in reſpe(t of conſcience towards God (ſome 
of them) and might be 1cft vndone , /if they were not 
by auchoritie commanded z. and that this.is co be done 
of cucry ſoule , cuen'for conſcience ſake, and forthe 
Lords ſake, as the Apoſtles ſpeake z, riot for conſcience 
35.touching religion, as if there were any religious vſe 

- er conſcience that way to be made of them, | but in re- 
ee of dutie to Kings and gouerners.As touching the 
things. char God commandeth,. and chey alſo. require, 
we qught tv obey thery , -nor/becauſe the, King com- 
mandeth'them , bur becauſe God commandeth them, 
and not as mansordinances, but as Gods. It (I ſay)Chni- 
ſtians ought.co be thus gbcdienc vnto infidels,(tor ſuch 
were the Kings where Chriſtians, in thoſe days lued,) 
much more ought weto be obedientro Chriſtian kings 
in the like reſpeQs, and much more authoritie, haue 
> they tcoconſtituce and require the lawes andordinan- 
ces of God according to his word:for their office & du- 

tie i,nor Only to ſee their people gouerned and prouie 

ded for, as ctouching their remporall ſtares,to/place oth- 

cers (vnder him1)ouer them for che {ame purpoſe, but 

alſo and chiefly, ro lee chem prouided for as rouching 
their crernall eſtaces, co plant ouer them faichtull ſhep- 
herds ro feed:their ſoules with the bread; of lite,, and to 
roote our and ſupprelle ſuch as {poile and deuoure the 
flock, and ſow-herelics among the people,as haue done 
and doe the popilh pricſts and Icſuites,: chels 4n43D3p: 
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ciſts, Familiſts and others, - And-asthe dutie of a'Chris 
ſtian King is to place ouer his people fairhfull ſhep«! 
| herds: ſo-ir belongerh to him alſo: co fee them! prouiy 
Dem-3ſ4. - . dedforgaccording ro-che ccommandertent vftheLordy 
LC 90% hich faith, Thos ſpelt net muezle the month ef the ext 
ttt whichtreaderh ont the corne, For, to Princes and Rulers; 
and ſuch as have power to muzzle theirmourhes = 
eo ſce'them prouided for, doth-the Lord fpeake,/:- i: | 
Thus muchbriefly couching: the auchoritie of Kings: 
and Rulers, how-far-cheir power doth exterid;and how 
far forth Chriſhans are bound toobey and ſubmit vn- 
to them;- and thus it muſt be during the tune of this 
world; Kings muſt rule (by Gods appointment) ouer 
all olezaſl are bound ro'obey'themiin all theirilawes 
kind orflibancds which are nor oppoſice' to the lawes of 
God; but ifithey ſhall command any thing that God 
forbiddeth, orforbid anything that God requireth{as 
the Antichriſt okRome, and many heatheniſh Kings'& 
| 19646; eb 4 emer: rofelſed Chriſtian kingstizue 
. done) they may not be ob:y<d ,'bur Chriſtiansoughr 
rather to ſuffer (with patience and mecknetfc) what(6- 
euer they ſhall infli vpon themn, for they arc here cale 
lcd to ſuffer. Andthat there will come a'day, in which 
all Kings, Princesand powers muſt 'lay downe their 
| Crownes and Scepters arthe feet of Chriſt; and refigns 
all cheir power and authoritie to himthe King of kings 
and Lord of Lords, whoſe right all the kingdomes of 
this world are, and that allpowers and'principalities; | 
2p and narions ſhall ferue and _ kimife ec moſt 
igh Lord and King of all) for cuer and-enter;the Scrips 
turesdo euidently and often declare, fo often” aswould 
be roo long for me now to recite , onely fome tew I will 
ment10n for proofe thereof . . The. Prophet Daniel-ha 
* uing+deſcribed+ the foure-grearMonarchs which were 
 toreignentrhe earch ioucr the inhabitants thereof, fro 
that time tothe end of the world, and hating alſoforcs 


Dan7.334. Tecnethe endanddeftruttion of them, 
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the niybt viſient ; and behold, one like 


the Sou of man, caze 
with the clouds of beaven, and came 10 the prov of dayes, 
; 4 they brought bim neare before bis, \and there was Linen 
him dominion and gleric and « kingdeme, that alt jeople, nd- 
$ions and languages ſhould ſerne bom , bis domuion is an e« 
werlaſting domunion which ſhall not paſſe away, and bu king- 
dome that which ſhall zot be deftrayed . This doth he fur- 
ther explane' in.the 27 verle of this Chaprer,, ſaying 
And the kingdome, and dominion, and the greatneſſe 'of > Dan 7.27, 
kingdome under the whole beanen. ſhall be ginen to the pee= 
ple of the Saints of the moſt High, whoſe king done is an c- 
werlaſting kingdome,and all dommions ſhall ſerne & obey bim- 
As alſo im che interpreration-of the dreamie of Nebncad- 
wez447 (the firſt of the. £ ure Monarchs,)..after he had | 
deſcribed the laſt, he ſaith, And inthe dajer of theſe ogy I 
ſhall the God of beanen [et vp a kingdowe which (ball nener b 
deftrojed; and the king dome ſhall not be left for other y 
but it fhall breaks in preces and conſume all theſe king domer, 
and it fall ſtand for ever.” And againe, ſpeaking of the 
xcigne of the ſame Monarch, he faith,  B«t the Saints 
the moſt High ſpall takg the kingdowand poſſeſſe the kingdow 
excn for euer and exer, By all which the Prophetſheweth 
plainly,that the Stone which was cut: out, of the moun= 
taine without hands, Chriſt which was to come' of che 
houſe of David,ſhould(by the power of the molt high, 
through the word which was to-proceed our of his 
mouth) breake in peeccs, conſume & deftroy-all thoſe 
Monarchs which were co xcigne in the world; and that 
he\(the Lord & owner of al ſhould polle(le che king- 
dome, andreigne on the earth for euer and euer,world 
without end. And that the Saints of che moſt High 
not the carnall Iewes yet remaining,as ſome imagine, 
buc all his xedeemed, trom-che beginning of che world 
tothe end) ſhall potlelle the kingdome, and reigne 
with him; not m acarnall carthly maner, but'ma hee 
ucnly cftarc of glorie; nor for a time, bur foreuer & c- 


ner,beyond all cimezandrhar chen Solowen thencefor 
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all powers and dominions, people and nations wharf: 
euer; ſhall ſerie and obey him. This in briefe (3s thar) 
which-che Prophet intenderh, whicts(alfo) the*reſt-of 


the holy Pro esforeſaw.andforetold of, a3 Swirit'Pe« 
ter ceſtifierh, ſaying, . Hud be ſhall ſend Trſus Chrift, which 
before was preached onto you , whom the heaunens muſt xe« 
eeine, wntill the time of reſtitution of all things which (God 
hath ſpokew by the month of all:bis boly Prophets ſince the 


' world -brgan, meaning this great reſticurion,which is ro 


be fulfilled atthe ſecond coming of Chriſt in the clouds 
of heauen\,, when the. ſeuenth Angell ſhall ſound che 
lak Trump,as Saint/obr witnellerh, faying, Lud the ſee 


. #enth Ang( fonndell, and there were great voices in heanen, 


faying ,Tbe kmngdomer of this world are becom the kingdomes 
of our Lord and of bir\Chriſt, and be ſhall reigne for ener & 
exer; And that this ſhall nor be till. che greac Trump ſhal 
ſound, mentioned by. E(aias the Propher, by Chriſt "za 
the Goſpell; by Saint Pan! tothe Cormthians & Theſs 
falonians;'by-$aine/ob#'in'theReutlation'; till Chriſt 


tall come in the clouds of heauen, and* that euery eye 


ſhallſee him; ever: they that pierced him,” and that all 


the kindreds of the earth ſhall mourne and watile before 


him; is manifeſt {[-ſay)-by all thoſe ſcuerall Scriprures, 
asalſ6 by'the teſtimonie of the holy Author to the Hes 


Heb.2,5,6,7;8 brewes, where he ſaith, 'For wntg the Anpels hath benot- 


put in [ubicttion the world'to come whereof we ſpeake but one 
in a certaine place teſtified ſaying What ts manthat thon art 
mmafull of 'bim? or the ſon of min, that thou viheſt. bins 
thou crowned(t bins with yg lorie & honour, and didft fet this 
over the workes of thy bandn, thow haſt put all things in ſub* 
zeltion under bus feete, fo, Tn which place the'Apoſtle 
ſheweth clees1y, thar it is the world to come, *in which 
all powers and things ſhallbe aQually atid vilibly ſcene 
to be vrider hisfeec,atid all the' kingdoms of this world 
thall berhe Fachers and his; chen (T'fay) in that world, 
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not in this;as Chriſt faich, 4/ nh 


then when the laſt enemy is defW6ytd;1 
th . , | 
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+ of 168 Anabaptifte," \- Tot "OE" 
ſhalf be made another world, accordingito his promiſe, 
then ſhall all powers and principalivies, all people and 
nations ſerue and obey himy- he will no longer be dif. £94523. 
honored by them, they ſhall nor vſe their rongues and 
powers then as they liſt,and asthey had wont to doybur 
all rongues ſhall confelle, and euery knee ſhall bow. te 
him;they that in their life eimes would not be broughe 
by che faire meanes of his Goſpel to ſerue & obey him, 
ſhalt be broughtto do it (after death) by paine; yea Sa- 
tan himſelte (the auchor of wickednetlſe,who neuer in- 
tended to giue praiſe and honour to God or to Chriſt) 
euen he with all his angels and ſpirits of wickedncile 
(vndertheir trorments, and by force of the rod of iron, 
which Chr.| the King of the whole earrh ſhall exerciſe 
ouer them in that world ) ſhall be compelled, with all 
powers, people and kings whatſoeuer, to confetle and 
| bow betore-him, ſerue and obey him, praiſe and mag- 
nific him,hiswmſtice and merciefor euer, For if at the 
name of Telus euery knee ſhall bow, both of chings in Phil,.16,11, 
heauen, and things1n earch, & _ vnder the earth, 

and tharall tongues ſhall confeſle that Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Lord,co the glory of God the Father,as rhe Apoſtle 
ſpeakerh; then-(doubtletſe)Satan and his followers are 
not exempted, yet. cuermore-vndertorments (as we 
haueſaid.)If Saran and his Angels,or any of the curſed 
children-of men, which ſhall-be condenined and tor- 
mented for-euer with them, ſhould after iudgemenc 
raile againſt God,and blafpheme ham,as ſame do-teach 
they thall; or if chey ſhould doe che leaft miſchiete (any 
kind of way )either againſt Chriſt, or againſt any ot his + 
brechren, che children of God, which ſhall chen reigne 
for euer with himzhow 1s it then faid;thar al powers thal 
ſcrue/and obey the moſt High? how are all things chen 
 ſubducdrto Chnit;and putvader his teer? how hach he - 
looſcd the works of che diuell?as che Scriptures ſpeake. 
Iiche laſt enemy be:deach,and thar deach be once (wal | ex4* 
 Jowed vpn vidorie z3and ic be fulfilled which is writ 1 cou uy og 
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) death where is thy fing?O grane,where 5s thy 
—_ is the thing en hy A ihe can doe the leaſt euill 
apainſt God,againſt Chrift, agaihft Sion, or againſtany 
Ki: her children which are now redeemed from all thoſe 
former captiuities? nay, none ſhall ener hure or deſtroy 
in all that holy mountaine; and for that old Serpent, 
vpon his belly ſhall he go, and duſt ſhall be his meate, 
When Satan' (that Serpent) went faſt about to ſeduce 
mankind, by ſowing linne (the ſting of death) in his 
heart, he aimed not at his owne perpetuall torments, 
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neither did he intend to come to praiſe & glorifie God * 


for euer andeuer, (as he ſhall one day be compelled to 
do)theſe were no part of his thoughts;nay,bur his aime 
& purpoſe was to bring all men in ſubieA16 to-himſelf, 
todo him homage and ſeruice, andſo to depriue God 
of all his honour on earth for euer, that he and his wice 
kedneſſe might haue therule; this was hisplot z hee 
licle thought of 2 ſeed ro come, to bruiſe his head; nay, 
after the See was promiſed, he ceaſed not for all this, 
but ſtroue ſtill ro effe& his purpoſe, and he preuailed 
much therein,chiefly by preſenting riches, honor,and 
the gloric of this world vnto+* men : ſo that when the 
Seed hiumſelfe(in perſon) came, he ſparednotto tempt 
him with the Ike bates; but he ouercame him; | and 
bath in part, and ſhall ere long, fully vndoe his whole 
plot,and caſt him where he ſhall-receive thar which he 
aimed not at, and force him to doe-that which he ne- 
uer intended: and Sion which had been{o long deſo+ 
late andwaſte, ſhall be ſer vp the' praiſe -of -che whole 
earth, and be cſtabliſhed-in righreouſnetTe and ſafetic 
for cuer, according to the Prophets, She ſhall be farre 
from oppreſſion, for ſhe ſhall nor feare; and from terror, 


for it ſhall not come neare to her; violence ſhall be no 


more heard within her land,nor waſting 8& deſtrution 
within her borders; ſhe ſhal call her walls ſfaluation;and 
her gates praiſe, her gouernment ſhall be peacezand her 


exacters righteouſnelle; all thoſe tharformerly deſpiſed | 


her, 
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% he&r,and the fons of them thardid aMi& her, ſhall 


Kays, vnto her,and worſhi 
[ 


and tha 


ſhall be ended. 
Reuelat. 25.4: 
FFho ſhall not feare thee O Lord,and glorific thy Name, 
thou onely art bohy : for all nations ball come and 
fore thee, for thy indgements are made manifeſt. 
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P:x9.9 lin.13,r4.3uft vaom,reade inf vpen them, p,24.1.2 3. principall, 
readeprinciple. p,33.1.34.brakgn,read . 
confidence. & |. 3 6.per ſetion,rcad p-47.1, 5.points, t. 
Lo.read Larediſe Bc1.24 hedexten,read hed not eater, 8&1 37.1 


,F.there, 


p.51l.z 3.rcade -o1fideratious. p,y31.37grone;read prones. p.69.1.2.thet- - 


Church xead thee the Church, & 1.5.put our be, &1.32., be, reade beg; 
P.71..1. f 2.read ſuch 4s come in by the deore, pag, 72.1.2 3, ſucceſſed,re 
ſwceeeled, p,81.1,26,be,read ber, p.$6.}, 


ou «, & |.25 thoſe,read rheſe.- 
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l come 

np ar the ſolcs of her feere, wy 
call her, the Citie of the Lord, Sion of the holy ong **%39: 
of Ifracl; her Sunnc ſhall no more go downe , neither 

ſhall her Moone withdraw itſelfe, Be che Lord ſhall be 

her cucrlaſting light, andthe dayes of her mourning 


he 


broken, p. 34.1.3 conſideration,read + 
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